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Suntile puts VALUE in the Home! 


The downright fun of living and working in a room like this 











is one of the continuing values you can put into a home. 

Color Balanced Suntile walls, floors, and work surfaces wipe up 
sparkling clean and give buoyant lift to kitchen 

and laundry duties. Breakfast for two or midnight snacks 
for twelve are equally easy . . . equally gay. 

Easy livability and permanent beauty make Color Balanced 


Suntile a basic ingredient for happy homes. 
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SEVEN POSTWAR HOUSES 


IN THE NORTHWEST 


Chiarelli & Kirk of Seattle design a house in Port Angeles, 
Washington, featuring a three spoked plan which opens the 
view on all sides. 


IN THE SOUTHEAST 


Raiph S. Twitchell with Associate Paul M. Rudolph plans 
a small house in Sarasota, Florida, employing concrete block 
economically as structural and finishing material. 


IN THE NORTHEAST 


Carl Koch does a solar house in Weston, Massachusetts, that is 


compact, economical, and relies on architectural restraint to 
conform to its locale. 


IN THE SOUTHWEST 


O'Neil Ford & Gerald R. Rogers build a house in San Antonio, 
Texas, that offers maximum comfort despite hot dazzling sum- 
mers and sharp winter cold. 


IN THE MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION 


Edward D. Stone produces a year round house in Huntington, 
Long Island, showing skillful use of available materials, practi- 
cable methods. 


IN THE MIDWEST 


George Fred Keck & William Keck develop a house in Northfield, 
IMlinois, with solar windows, water-cooled roof, cavity walls and 
cellular floors, to master a difficult climate. 


ON THE PACIFIC COAST 


Gordon Drake completes a modular house in Los Angeles 
that capitalizes on the area’s famous topography, climate and 
materials. 


PRODUCTS & PRACTICE 


Laminated wood members replace steel in New York factory. . 
Prefabricated bathrooms for Montreal hotel... New wood 
aggregate for concrete floors. 


REVIEWS 


Vision in Motion. . 
of Design. 


. The Grass Roots of Art... The Practice 


BUILDING REPORTER 


Warm air furnace... combination balancing valve and air vent 
for radiant heating systems .. . ventilator for kitchens. 


TECHNICAL LITERATURE 


Private boat houses and docks . . heat pumps... . radiant 
heating .. . sewage disposal. 
Cover phot House by Carl Koch) Ezra Stoller 
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“Lovely Light and 
Subtle Shadow... 
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@ Daylight is softened—gently diffused—through easily controlled Flexalum 
Venetian Blinds. Custom-fitted to windows, Flexalum Venetian Blinds close 
perfectly for absolute privacy. Made of a special formula aluminum, only 
one-third the weight of ordinary blinds, Flexalum will not lose its shape, sag 
or warp. Because the glowing satin-smooth plastic finish is “Duratized”— 
permanently sealed on—even washing cannot dim its luster. It will not peel, 
chip or crack. Watch for Flexalum Venetian Blinds in many exciting new 
decorator colors . . . perhaps your Flexalum supplier has them for you now. 


Hunter Dovetas Corporation, Riversipe, Catirornia; 150 Broapway, New York 7. New York 


nn ae 


hia mags 


aa epee 


%REG U.S PAT ——— 


VENETIAN BLINDS 





Nationally Advertised in American Home, 
Better Homes and Gardens and Saturday Evening Post 
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Send for this Attractive Booklet —» 
Sixteen pages of beautiful 4-color illus- 
trations giving you an entirely new 
conception of how lovely windows can be. 
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Hunter Dovuctas Corporation, Dept. F ' 
t 
150 Broapway, New York 7, N. Y. ' 
Please send me “33 Ways to Beautify Your Home with 
Venetian Blinds.” I enclose 10¢ to cover cost of mailing. 
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NEWS 


Both parties launch housing 





probes and prepare to blame 


each other p.9 


Government's anti-trust drive 


may include architects pp. 10 


Wholesale building materials 


index turns up again p. 10 


Vets’ hospital plans pared 
sharply as bids climb —p. 10 


Building material producers 
tell how they will answer 


Congressional probe p. 12 





FHA eases up on rules for 


$3,000 house p. 13 


Style shift ahead in consumer 





magazines? p. 


Paris views international 


housing show p. 13 


Producers Council presents 


engineered house p. 14 


—| a 
— City will delay long-range 


planning around United WNa- 
tions site p. 16 





BUILDING MONTH, The biggest summer housing boom in the country’s history was on. 
Nobody was sure just why and, more important, nobody was sure how long it would last. 
The boom could not be explained simply by the fact that supplies were now plentiful—al- 
though building material inventories double those of last year were mighty encouraging. It 
was more than the industry’s complete freedom from controls—although a brisk market for 
the $20,000-$25,000 house was reported in many cities. It was certainly not to be attributed 
to a drop in house prices—for August brought the ominous news that the price of new houses, 
which had seemed to be stabilizing over recent months, is creeping up again. More than any- 
thing else, the boom seemed to be rising from one of those unpredictable shifts of market 
opinion. House buyers seemed to be deciding that building costs were simply not coming 


down again and that, with top-grade mate- 
rials now plentiful, there was no reason to 
wait any longer. 

The dimensions of the boom were impres- 
sive. Builders broke ground for 80,000 
houses in July, more than have been started 
in any month in the last 22 years and 18,000 
more than were started in July last year. 
Although the final figures were not yet in. 
the boom seemed to have mounted in Aug- 
ust to as high as 85,000 starts. Measured 
against the usual seasonal sag of the late 
summer, the upturn was striking. 

The boom was not showing up evenly 
over the U. S. A lot of it was in small 
cities and towns, who were building out 
of all proportion to the national pace. In 
the big cities, rental projects, started 
under liberalized FHA rules, were boosting 
the total of starts more than houses. 

There were, to be sure, some worries 
about just how long the housebuilding 
boom could last. A few lugubrious Wash- 
ington observers predicted a big drop by 
fall. And in non-residential building no 
comparable upturn was in sight. (In New 
York City, for example, builders figured 
non-residential activity was 50 per cent 
under last year). 

But Building, like the rest of the U. S., 
knew that so long as its house customers 
maintain their present high income levels 
(the average industrial worker, according 
to BLS figures, is earning more than double 
what he did in 1935-39) there will be plenty 
of housebuilding. Building could only hope 
that its big customers would wake up to the 
plain fact that to wait for a sharp drop in 
building costs is to flirt with economic dis- 
aster. Many a Building man last month 
echoed the blunt statement of the Turner 
Construction Co.: nothing short of depres- 
sion will bring building costs down very 
much, 

That the industry was highly aware of 
the need for holding the cost line against 
any further rises was apparent in many 
promising directions. The Producers’ Coun- 
cil backed up its emphasis on product 
improvement by presenting the Industry 
Engineered House, which makes a carefully 
studied system of modular construction 
available to the smallest house builder. 
While increased coal and steel prices were 
having their expected effect in upping 
building materials prices (especially brick 
and cement), Reynolds Metals announced 
20 per cent price reductions on its alumi- 
num building products, Westinghouse and 
Libby-Owens-Ford pledged no further price 
increases. New York City was hard at work 


on a long-term wage stabilization agree- 
ment, and here and there a trades union was 
voluntarily turning down a wage increase 
in the interest of market stability. Like the 
rest of the U. S., Building was hanging 
from the kite of inflation. About the best 
it could hope to do now was to guide the 
kite, firmly and gradually, to a safe plateau 
where everybody could settle down for a 
while. 


PRELIMINARY SKIRMISH 


Democrats and Republicans hope to 
blame each other for housing lack. 
As everybody has known for some time, the 
Great Housing Shortage will be exploited 
for everything it is worth in the forth- 
coming political campaign. Last month, 
Gael Sullivan, executive director of the 
Democratic National Committee and a one- 
time FHA state di in Illinois, laid 
down a preliminary barrage. To the Duck- 
worth Democratic Club of Cincinnati, 
Sullivan offered some samples of how cam- 
paign oratory is likely to sound: “The 
Republican Congress can see rich land- 
lords, but it can’t see the poor tenant. It 
subjected the tenants to a gun-point 15 per 
cent increase . . . It gave big commercial 
builders the green light te hog building 
materials that had been earmarked for 
homes for veterans . . . Senate-boss Taft 
scuttled the chances of the Taft-Ellender- 
Wagner bill’s being considered on the leg- 

islative calendar.” 

So far, at least, the “gun-point” rent 
increase was showing up more like a water 
pistol. During the first five weeks operation 
of the new rent program, leases calling for 
rent increases were filed for only 3.3 per 
cent of all units under rent control. Ten- 
ants seemed to be gambling on continued 
controls—either at a state or federal level. 
They probably had the odds. The Repub- 
licans were showing increasing reluctance 
to take the lid off rents in an election year; 
House Banking Committee Chairman 
Wolcott had said that rent control would 
probably have to be continued. 

Both Parties were contesting for the title 
of slaying the giant of Housing Inflation— 
but so far neither had laid hands on a 
weapon more formidable than a pop-gun. 
The Republicans were spearheading the 
joint House and Senate Committee probe 
of housing shortage (snorted Representa- 
tive Helen Gahagan Douglas: “The biggest 
laugh of the year!”) and had already 
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treated the voters to some bitter intramural] 
slugging. Senator Tobey (N. H.), who had 
given the W-E-T housing bill powerful sup- 
port, had sought the 
Committee chairman- 
ship. Senator Mce- 
Carthy (Wis.), who 
believes public hous- 
ing is an open road 
to socialism, had 
— opposed him, Final. 
CHAIRMAN GAMBLE jy composing them- 
selves around a conscientious middle-of- 
the-roader, Representative Gamble (N. Y.), 
the Republicans prepared to give the 
impression that they are single-handedly 
licking the Great Housing Shortage. 

On its part, the Administration began 
beating the antitrust drums, promised a 
drive against price-fixing conspiracies in 
all phases of housebuilding. But Building 
men, unimpressed by the political gesturing 
of either party, were forced to conclude 
that, whatever else it might accomplish. 
the government’s first suit would not be 
likely to reduce house prices much (see 


below ). 
ELEPHANT’S FLEA 


Realtors first tapped for government's 

drive on housing inflation. 

Realtors’ adroit Herbert U. Nelson was in 
New York, helping to persuade the Ameri- 
can Legion that veterans need no public 
housing,* when a Federal Grand Jury in- 
dicted the National Association of Real 
Estate Boards and the Washington Real 
Estate Board for criminal violation of anti- 
trust laws and when the government simul- 
taneously filed a civil antitrust suit against 
the same defendants. 

NAREBmen paced their handsome Wash- 
ington offices until Nelson, the big boss 
and the brain that has kept this lobby 
rolling like a bulldozer for the last 22 years. 
could get back from New York. The mimeo- 
graph machine waiied, and none of the 
office girls went home. Then Nelson walked 
jauntily in, with the cocky half-smile and 
unshatterable assurance that has swayed 
dozens of Congressional committees and 
made realty tycoons feel it a privilege to 
dig into their pockets to keep NAREB 
afloat. 

“We are outraged. .” he dictated 
rapidly. “Real estate boards are old and 
well-known institutions in nearly every 
American community, . The National 
Association has spoken out in what it be- 
lieves to be the public interest in the 
matter of housing, at times in opposition 
to the Administration. Apparently the time 
has come when a citizen of this country 
cannot speak out without being served 
notice that he does so at the peril of crimi- 
nal prosecution.” 

If, as Nelson hoped to convince the U. S., 
the antitrust suits were reprisals, the gov- 
ernment had nevertheless been preparing 


them long before NAREB had played the 





*He and other industry representatives suc- 
ceeded. The Legion convention decided not to 
endorse the W-E-T general housing bill. 


The Architectural FORUM September 1947 


leading role in scuttling the Veterans’ 
Emergency Housing Program, sidetracking 
the W-E-T general housing bill, and shoot- 
ing some big holes in rent control. Nearly 
two years ago FBI men had _ fingered 
through the files of the Washington Real 
Fstate Board, and gone away with a fat 
bunch of letters, most of them signed by 
boss Nelson. 

But the antitrust suits were bigger than 
even big NAREB. The tip-off was Attorney- 
General Tom Clark’s instructions to the 
lawyers in charge of the antitrust drive in 
the housing field. The Department, he said, 
was investigating antitrust violations by 
“persons, firms, corporations, associations 
and their members, and others. . . engaged 
in the production, manufacture, distribution 
or use of materials. . . used in the construc- 
tion and housing industries, or in perform- 
ing work or rendering professional service 
in any branch of the construction or hous- 
ing or allied industries, and in connection 
with the sale, exchange, financing or man- 
agement of real property and the improve- 
ments thereon.” 

This was broad enough to include archi- 
tects, mortgage lenders, title companies- 
everybody in Building, in fact, except labor, 
exempted by Congress from antitrust 
prosecution (according to a Supreme Court 
ruling). Nobody knew where the Depart- 
ment of Justice would prosecute next, but 
few thought that NAREB would stand 
alone in the antitrust spotlight. 


NAREB: the public's view? 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 





THE PRESIDENT POINTS A FINGER 


To many, the charge that realtors have 
increased the cost of housing by conspiring 
to fix fees (realty brokers customarily 
charge about 5 per cent commission on 
transactions under $50,000, 3 per cent on 
those above) seemed something like, as 
one columnist put it, “flicking a flea off the 
elephant of inflation.” But the suit might 
be more important in undermining NAR- 
EB’s influence in Congress and with such 
legislatively powerful groups as the Amer- 
ican Legion. Because of the Great Housing 
Shortage, NAREB’s prestige, as far as most 
newspaper readers were concerned, was 
already at an all-time low. What a number 


7, 


of people thought about NAREB’s ringing 
crusade for “every American’s right to own 
his own home” seemed to be reflected by a 
rash of cartoons over recent months, pot 
the sharpest of which was Fitzpatrick’s in 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 





NEW PEAK 


Building feels effect of higher coal ang 
steel prices, boxcar shortages. 


Building material prices, dropping for some 
months, last month turned up again, By 
mid-August BLS figures showed that the 
wholesale price index for building materials 
had reached a new postwar high—7g9 
points higher on the chart than 19% 
prices. Higher prices for coal and steel 
were speeding the rise. 

Some thought the peak had not yet been 
reached. Lumber prices, which have jumped 
up and down at a dizzying rate over the 
last eight months, were climbing sharply 
again. Production was no longer lagging 
back of demand, but box car shortages 
were keeping lumber off the market, shoot- 
ing lumber prices up. 

BLS supplied another statistic back of 
climbing building costs: wages of union 
workers in the building trades rose 15 per 
cent in the year ending last July, the big 
gest jump in any 12-months since 1920. 





CUTBACK 


Vets’ hospitals will sacrifice all extra 
space, General Bradley says. 


The Veterans Administration reluctantly 
ordered architects at work on veterans 
hospitals to trim designs of all space nol 
absolutely necessary for medical and surgi 
cal care. The reason: “runaway construe 
tion costs.” 

Construction bids have been running 
from 15 to 35 per cent over VA estimates. 
This means that doctors’ quarters, theaters, 
recreation rooms, other extras must be sac- 
rificed if VA is to get 75 top-standard hospi | 
tals for the $772 million which Congres 
voted for the job. : 

The worst of it, VA’s General Omat 
Bradley said, is that “we have no assurantt 7 
that labor and material costs will not com 
tinue to rise.” The General thinks thal 
“contractors are adding a 15 to 30 per cefl 
‘fear contingency cushion’ to active col 
struction bids.” 

Some government construction expert 
think that lack of wide competition is ome 
reason for high construction costs on vé 
erans’ hospitals, Size of the projects amé 
specialized construction required tend ® 
restrict bidding to a small number of big 
contractors, they say. Just how high cost 
have risen over the last two years is plait 
in the government’s estimate that it now 
costs $18,000 a bed to build a veterans’ hot 
pital—as against $6.000 during the wat 














's ringing 
ht to own | 
cted by a | 
mths, not | 
atrick’s jn 


r Coal and 
$. 


t 
: 


g for some 
again. By 
1 that the 
zy materials 
high—78.9 
than 192% 
and steel 


bt yet been 
ave jumped 
e over the 
ng sharply 
er lagging 
> shortages 
rket, shoot. 


tic back of 
s of union 
rose 15 per | 
ly, the big- 
ce 1920. 





e all extra — 
. = 

reluctantly 
yn veterans 
[1 space not 
1] and surgi- 
ay construc: 


en running 
A estimates. 
ers, theaters, 





must be sac 


ndard hospi | 


ch Congres 


neral Omat } 
no assurance | 


will not com 

thinks thal 
o 30 per cenl 
» active col 


‘tion expert 
etition is ome 
costs on vel 
projects and 
ired tend © 
umber of big 
w high costs 


vears is plail | 


that it now 
veterans’ hoe 
ing the wat 





RA Ne OTTER 
, 


sete a rere m 9 





PARENTS’ MODERN 
IS GETTING BUILT 


Building men alert to the sweeping influ- 
ence of the heart-and-home magazines have 
lately detected a slight but alarming tremor 
in the hands that rock the cradle of cus- 
tomer taste. A few editorial whispers have 
it that “modern” was, after all, only another 
“style”—already on the way out. Among 
the cautious middle-of-the-roaders, flower- 
encrusted Cape Cod cottages have recently 
shown up with increasing frequency. And 
even the vanguard Ladies’ Home Journal 
has been nostalgically visiting over the 
summer quaint old Nantucket and romantic 
old Monterey. 

In the midst of this slight wavering in 
the ranks of the faithful, Maxine Livingston 
of Parents’ Magazine has maintained a 
rock-like consistency of attitude. This is 
partly because Mrs. Livingston has never 
been concerned, and has never encouraged 
her readers to be concerned, with the “style” 
of the house. She started ten years ago 
to talk about living on the inside and, with 
increasing fluency, has continued to talk 
about it ever since. 

Last month Mrs. Livingston could point 
triumphantly to the impressive results of 
her consistent evangelism, A year ago 
Parents’ presented the first of a series of 
“expandable homes,” all designed by lead- 
ing architects, and offered readers a set of 
blueprints and specifications for $10. By 
this summer, the Parents’ houses were 
under construction in 35 communities in all 
parts of the U. S. Thousands of plans have 
been sold, and orders are steadily mounting. 

The house plans, which provide for struc- 
tural additions as family size and income 
increase, seem to have sold themselves to 
the building industry as easily as to the 
building market, In some cities, operative 
builders have bought plans and are build- 
ing the houses in volume. In Yakima. 
Wash., the Federal Savings & Loan Asso- 
ciation is building one as a model house. 

Mrs. Livingston attributes the rapidity 
with which Parents’ houses have moved off 
paper and into construction to the highly 
realistic attitude of the majority of U. S. 
families, She thinks that “most families 
with children are more concerned with the 
function or workability of a house than 
with style or tradition.” 

To the inevitable protests from those who 
feel that Parents’ is putting architecture 
on a mail-order basis, Mrs. Livingston says 
simply that her $10 plans provide the kind 
of careful study not otherwise available to 
small-income families and, in some commuv- 
nities, not available at all. 

Mrs, Livingston has so far commissioned 
expandable house plans from Ketchum. 
Gina & Sharp, L. Morgan Yost, George 
Kosmak, Victorine Homsey, Pietro Bel- 
luschi, Perkins & Will, and intends to con- 
tinue the series. Richard Bennett, Chicago. 
is Parents’ architectural adviser. 





































FIRST EXPANDABLE HOUSE was designed for Parents’ Maga- 

zine by Ketchum, Gina & Sharp. Photograph above shows 

: how it was built in Traverse City,.Mich. with a pitched roof 

£ and from a reversed plan. Photo below shows how it was built 
. in Canada with an inverted roof and clerestory. While the 
architects suggested redwood siding, Parents’ presentation 
t emphasized use of local materials. Michigan house was fin- 
. g 0. ished in brick veneer; Canadian house was built of plywood. 












































Richard Garrison Photos 





GANADIAN HOUSE was adapted by 
Designer Russel! Kilbourn to site 
fronting on south. Placing living 
rooms on north, he closed up some 
of the fenestration. 
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WHITLOGK: no better or quicker way. 


Facing a Congressional investigation of 
all phases of housebuilding (see page 10) 
and enormous public dissatisfaction with 
the performance of the building industry 
as a whole, building material producers 
have a well-defi point of view about 
what course of actton will be most effective 
in solving the U. S. housing problem. In 
an exclusive interview with the Forum, 
Douglas Whitlock? chairman of the Build- 
ing Products Institute and a past president 
of the Producers’ Council, tells what stand 
the producers will take when the Congress- 
men start asking questions. 


What is thewtiierect appraisal of the 
housing job the building industry should 
properly he called upon to do, measured 
in terms of effective demand rather than 
general housing need? 

Our information on the condition of 
housing is not sufficiently conclusive to tell 
us how much of the existing supply still 
has, or could be made to have, additional 
useful life, and our information on the 
composition of households gives very little 
clue as to how much of the so-called 
“doubling-up” represents hardship. Until 
our information is more complete, our 
ideas on standards df minimum housing 


in closer agreement, and our determi- 


nation to demolish the worst of the supply 
embodied in effective local regulation, it 
will be difficult for anyone to appraise 
accurately the job before the industry. 
Since the needs, standards and resources 
of communities vary widely, this task 
should be a matter of local concern. Util- 
izing basic data provided by the Census, 
communities should follow such examples 
as those of Cleveland and Denver of keep- 
ing themselves informed on all aspects of 
their housing situation and of providing 
both business and local government with a 
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sound basis for action. 

In spite of the absence of accurate 
information, industry knows that its job is 
a challenging one. One thing that makes 
the job so challenging is that the prospect 
of demand resulting from the net increase 
in families (after the present spurt in the 
marriage rate is over) will be relatively 
small—about 450,000 a year, according to 
Census estimates. If the industry is to keep 
going and expanding, it must aim more and 
more at a replacement market. It must 
sell people out of their old houses into 
something more attractive, more convenient, 
more economical. 

This can be done in the housing industry 
on the same principle as it has been done 
in other industries—of providing what 
people will buy and providing it in better 
quality and lower price year by year so 
that more and more people will be willing 
and able to buy. Operating on this princi- 
ple, industry sees ahead the possibility of 
a large market of indefinite duration, and 
it is convinced that through the continuous 
process ef improving the product and low- 
ering its price, it can bring about the 
steady discarding of the worst of the hous- 
ing supply and the raising of the standard 
of housing for all families. It sees no evi- 
dence that there is any better or quicker 
way of accomplishing these objectives. 

Is the price factor preventing the indus- 
try from meeting the market demand for 
low-cost housing? 

It seems safe to assume that prevailing 
costs and prices are preventing the indus- 
try from building as many low-cost homes 
as the market might absorb. The demand 
undoubtedly would be greater if prices 
were 10 or 15 or 20 per cent lower than they 
are. However, it must be recognized that 
the increase in the cost of housing is not 
out of line with the rise in the general price 
level. 

Is there reasonable assurance that there 
will ke enough materials and equipment 
available to permit the industry to do an 
adequate job? 

There is general agreement that manu- 
facturers will be able to produce all of the 
materials that the industry will be able to 
utilize during the next 10 years, although 
spotty shortages of a few items may con- 
tinue for a few more months, largely 
because of freight car shortages. Inven- 
tories-are fast being rebuilt to normal 
levels. 

What are the functions that should be 
exercised by the federal government in the 
broad field of housing and construction? 

The federal government can aid private 
industry greatly by providing more accu- 
rate statistics on building needs and 
economic trends. It also can cooperate with 
industry in needed technical research, It 





BUILDING MATERIAL PRODUCERS ANSWER 10 CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY : Industry competition is the only sura way 


to product improvement, lower prices, and a large and continuing housing market. 


can help further by continuing to insure 
loans on a sound financial basis; by con. 
tinuing to coordinate the efforts of indus. 
try and labor in the field of apprentice 
training; and by stimulating local com. 
munities to modernize their building codes, 

Otherwise, the federal government should 
confine its activities in the field of con. 
struction to its public works programs. 
Attempts to program housing will only con. 
fuse the picture and discourage private 
enterprise from making an all-out effort, If 
the government will help furnish accurate 
facts so that industry can measure the need 
for new building with greater accuracy, the 
industry will build more than could be built 
under any form of government program. 
ming. 

The factory-built housing fiasco is a 
glaring example of what happens when the 
government tries to direct the housing 
industry. Prefabricated or factory-built 
housing undoubtedly has a good future, 
but it faces manifold problems which only 
time and private initiative will solve. The 
government dreamers who programmed 
700,000 such houses in two years upset the 
whole materials supply situation, wasted 
millions of dollars of taxpayers’ money, 
and threw the prefabricated industry itself 
into confusion. 


No one questions the fact that the cost 
of housing should come down, The entire 
building industry is working hard on the 
problem, as is evidenced by the Industry 
Engineered Housing program. Cost reduc- 
tion is the one sure way to expanded mar- 
kets. But the government has nothing to 
offer in the way of a solution, except 
financial devices which only tend to under- 
write high costs. Costs will come down as 
productivity returns to normal and as com- 
petitive forces come into full and unre- 
strained play throughout the industry. 

Should the federal government coordi- 
nate its own construction programs with 
the general building picture so as to retard 
its construction when private building is 
active? 

There unquestionably is a need for 
scheduling public works programs in 
accordance with the trend in private build- 
ing. Deferrable public works should be 
fully planned in advance but should be held 
back until the volume of private building 
begins to slacken. In this way, employment 
in the building industry can be better 
stabilized and fluctuations in construction 
volume can be leveled-off. 

Does the present administrative set-up 
of the government in respect to housing 
and building functions offer the best pos 
sible arrangement? If not how could it be 
improved? 

Under the reorganization plan recently 
approved by Congress, there will be 4 
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permanent agency to attempt to poagram 
housing and determine federal housing 
policies. This planning or programming 
agency is superfluous and should be abol- 
ished. It can accomplish little more than 
upsetting the operation of the competitive 
market. 

A National Housing Council to coordi- 
nate the agencies concerned with housing 
matters is all that is needed. The FHA 
and FHLLB can function far more effec- 
tively as independent agencies. The gov- 
ernment’s public housing functions should 
be placed in the Federal Works Ageney 
which is charged with the supervision of 
other Federal non-military public works 
activities, 

Is there any way in which slums can be 
cleared and adequate housing provided for 
low income families without large federal 
subsidies? 

Slum clearance and provision of housing 
for low-income families can be most effec- 
tively handled by state and local govern- 
ments without federal aid or interference. 
The Indianapolis Plan appears to be one 
sound pattern for a community to follow. 
Other communities are working on plans 
of their own. The federal government 
already has far too broad a hold on the 
local governments and individual people 
of the country. Slum clearance and housing 
for needy families are local problems. 
They should be solved with local funds by 
local people who are familiar with local 
needs. 





EASE-UP FOR LOW PRICE 

FHA hopes to start more money flowing 

for $3,000-and-under-house. 

Facing some of the unpleasant facts about 
U. $. housing, the Federal Housing Admin- 
istration has finally decided to make things 
easier for families who have only $3,000 to 
spend for a house. Last month FHA eased 
up on construction standards for minimum 
houses built under the Title I insurance 
program, 

At the risk of brickbats from housing 
reformers, FHA said that houses with out- 
door plumbing may’ now qualify for 
Title I insurance—if they are built in 
neighborhoods where this is customary. 
FHA’s reluctant but realistic view is that 
lower standards for $3,000 - and - under 
houses will at least move thousands of rural 
and small tewn families out of shacks and 
into weather-tight new construction. 

Under the revised Title I plan, FHA will 
require only that a house meet standards 
characteristic in the neighborhood in which 
it is built. Except for this general rule, 
only a few structural requirements will be 
imposed, Chief of these is that the house 
have at least 360 sq. ft. of space. Even this 
requirement has been waived for Good- 
year’s Wingfoot mobile house, which FHA 
thinks is all right for young families just 
starting out, FHA will inspect no houses, 
leave this up to lenders. 


PARIS HOUSING SHOW 


New City Plans are Better than 
Houses Shown by Eleven Nations. 


While many homeless Frenchmen were aghast 
at the thousands of francs and man-hours 
expended to mount the current International 
Urbanism and Housing Exhibit in Paris, the 
great show spread out along the banks of the 
Seine at least focused the eyes of all Europe 
on the need for technical improvements in hous- 
ing and made it possible to compare the work 
so far done by nine European countries, Ice- 
land and the Union of South Africa. In the 
great glass-domed hall of the Grand Palais, 
decorated with the flags of eleven countries, 
visitors saw exciting plans for the reconstruc- 
tion of French towns and cities, all reflecting 
the new emphasis on “urbanism”—a term the 
French use to mean consideration of the com- 
munity as a whole. Outside, model houses 
sent by the various countries were less inspir- 
ing. They did, however, show considerable 
ingenuity in the use of substitute materials 
and in improved methods of working old mate- 
rials where they are still available. 





French Embassy, Information Division 
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CIRCULAR HOUSE (above) has solar water heat- 
ing system. One-room prefab (center) is made 
of fire-proofed straw: Interior shows how apart- 
ments being built at Boulogne-sur-Mer will look. 


FRENGH cali house at left the “Jeep”, say it is 
expansible. House (lower left) is built of fibro- 
cement planks. France’s new stone-cutting 
machinery produced $4,200 house below. 
































































Pat procedure today for reducing house 
building costs is simply to reduce the size 
of the house. Not so simple, but infinitely 
more promising, is the procedure advocated 
jointly by the Producers’ Council and the 
National Retail Lumber Dealers Assn. 
after a two-year study of the economies of 
modular coordination. Launching what 
they call the “Industry Engineered House 
Program,” these organizations of building 
material manufacturers and distributors 
last month unveiled a group of house plans 
which cut waste time, motion and materials 
to the bone. If the barrage of promotion 
prompts widespread acceptance of the pro- 
gram by housebuilders, the plan will mean 
further economies through the mass manu- 
facture of standardized house parts and the 
simplification of manufacturers’ stocks and 
dealers’ inventories. 

Intended not as a series of model houses 
but as a demonstration of the principles 
of modular coordination for the express 
benefit of the small builder, the Industry 
Engineered houses were designed by Archi- 
tects Chapman & Evans and A. Gordon 
Lorimer with the dimensions of stock build- 
ing materials as their principal guide. 
Since 4 inches has long been the building 
industry’s basic dimension, the modular 
design of these houses is based on a three- 
dimensional 4 in. grid to which the entire 
house structure and each of its parts is 
coordinated. As indicated by the grid on 
these pages, floor plans are based on a 4 ft. 
module which, of course, is a multiple of 
4 in, and a stock dimension of most sheet 
materials. 

Dimensioning and framing of the houses 
illustrate the effect that standard material 
sizes have on their design. Selected by the 
program sponsors for intensive promotion, 
the four-room “bungalow (below) from 
which most of the other houses are adapted, 


BASIC PLAN concentrates service and hall space at center, ‘ 
frees living room from traffic. The house is comprised of \t 
two 16 x 24 ft. wings, containing a total gross area of i 
807 sq. ft., a net area of 768 sq. ft. In basementiess version, 
stairs would make room for large storage closet, and 
closet near chimney would accommodate furnace. 
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is comprised of two sections of identical 
size. Their inside dimensions of 16 x 24 ft. 
permit the use of standard 8 x 8 x 16 in. 
foundation block in half bond without cut- 
ting and 16 ft. 2 x 10 in. joists without 
cutting or intermediate girders and foot- 
ings. However, since the usual practice of 
using a single header in conjunction with 
16 ft. joists throws the exterior walls 4 in. 
out of balance as far as the interior applica- 
tion of standard board materials is con- 
cerned, the sill detail of the Engineered 
House (opposite page) includes extra 
headers or blocking to space the nominal 
inside faces of exterior walls 16 ft. apart. 
The same result may be obtained with sin- 
gle headers by cutting 16 ft. 45% in. joists 
from 18 ft. lengths. (The scraps may be 
recut to 143 in. and placed between joists 
to serve simultaneously as solid bridging. 
as accurate joist spacers and as nailers to 
facilitate the application of ceiling panels. ) 
In houses with wood floor construction, 
exterior wall and partition studs are uni- 
formly standardized at 7 ft. 854 in. (Where 
a 4 in. concrete slab floor is used, an 8 ft. 
stud is required for exterior walls.) The 
16 ft. span suggests lightweight trussed 
rafters (2 x 6 in. rafters with 2 x 4 in. ceil- 
ing ties supported by a central drop 
hanger) spaced 2 ft. on centers, in which 
case the entire floor and ceiling of the 
house may be finished before partitions are 
installed. Partitions may be assembled on 
the floor and tilted into position without 
damaging the ceiling, for their height is 
3g in. less than the distance between fin- 
ished floor and ceiling. (The partition is 
jacked up and secured in place by the 
insertion of 34 in. wedges—possibly shin- 
gles—under the sole plate. ) 
If the program sponsors can convince 
builders of the on-site dollar-and-cents 
advantages of standardization and modular 


ENGINEERED HOUSES promise small builders lower costs via modular design and standardization. 


framing, they promise further savings by 
packaging, precutting and preassembly at 
the local dealer level. For instance, if 
demand warrants it, the lumber industry 
will concentrate on the production of 16 ft. 
2 x 10’s, and dealers will bundle 7 ft. 
85¢ in. 2 x 4’s like lath and will preassemble 
partition sections in jigs. Moreover, it is 
hoped that with increased standardization 
of dimensions and room arrangements 
other manufacturers will tailor low-cost 
materials and equipment specifically to fit 
into the Industry Engineered Houses, 
While the program sponsors intend their 
houses to be merely demonstrators, they 
realize that their designs will probably be 
cribbed by builders everywhere. Therefore, 
their planning has been carefully studied— 
even beyond the aspects of modular coor- 
dination. The basic bungalow is neither 
the smallest nor the cheapest house that 
can be built. Its shape is more expensive, 
but more attractive and livable than the 
tight rectangle usually associated with 
minimum house design. Its room sizes 
exceed the FHA minima by 162 sq. ft., or 
about 42 per cent. Placed with its front 
door facing the street, the house’s 50 ft. 
width, including attached garage, demands 
a 60 ft. lot to meet the property require- 
ments of most communities. (A basement 
garage would reduce the lot requirement to 
50 ft., and, if the house were also turned 
end to the street, the lot width could be 
reduced to 40 ft.) Having a gross area of 
807 sq. ft. (a net of 768 sq. ft.) without gar- 
age, the basementless version of this house 
is comparable in size to those being sold by 
big operative builders for about $6,500 
excluding land. It remains to be seen 
whether this big builder figure can be met 
or bettered by the small builder with the aid 
of modular coordination and the program's 
(Continued on page 16) 
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SOLAR HOUSE employs stock modular sizes of sandwich 
insulating glass between columns on south garden front. 


Biggest house of group, 


it is nevertheless comprised of 


two 16 x 24 ft. wings, like small basic model. 


THREE BATHROOMS and kitchen are clustered, as 


house above, to minimize plumbing. 








in the 


Over 16 ft. struc- 


tural frame, 20 ft. joists are used without cutting to create 
the 3 ft. 4 in. baicony connecting all bedrooms. 





TWO STORY WING contains closely grouped utilities and 


three bedrooms. 


The 12 x 16 ft. first floor bedroom may 


double as study or (with door to kitchen) dining room. 
Furnace of basementiess house occupies kitchen hall. 





MOST ECONOMICAL PLAN per sq. ft. of floor area has two 


second-floor bedrooms, one of which may be subdivided by 


a folding partition. 


Containing three bedrooms, alternate 


second floor is built on 18 ft. joists over a 16 ft. structural 


span. 


Major rooms open to rear. 
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many other promised material economies. 

The industry will soon know exactly how 
many hours and dollars are involved in the 
construction of the basic unit, for the Small 
Homes Council of the University of Illinois, 
financed by a $45,000 grant from the 
Department of Commerce, is building six 
such homes under the watchful eyes of 
time-keepers and efficiency experts. The 
findings will give the small builder the 
benefit of research which heretofore has 
been conducted and exploited only by big 
operators. The research should be com- 
pleted in time for next year’s spring build- 
ing season, even though the University is 
rapidly learning what small builders have 
known right along: that it takes more than 
carefully engineered plans to produce small 
houses efficiently. Viz.: last. month a cryp- 
tic bulletin from the researchers noted that 
the carload of lumber earmarked for the 
project had not yet arrived and lamented 
“we have had a week of excellent weather 
with practically no progress on any of the 
houses.” 


PRODUCTION LOANS 


New FHA program gives prefabers 
more capital, cuts their handicaps. 


When Congress in its closing sessions 
tacked a new Section 609 to the National 
Housing Act, the prefabricator was assured 
the equivalent of the conventional builder's 
all-important construction loan. With 
increased working capital, prefabricators 
will be also better prepared to extend finan- 
cial assistance to their dealers and thereby 
ease one of their knottiest distribution 
problems. 

Under Section 609, FHA-approved pre- 
fabricators may obtain one-year insured 
bank loans covering 90 per cent of current 
manufacturing. costs, excluding profit. The 
interest rate is limited to 4 per cent; the 
insurance premium is an additional 1 per 
cent, double the premium for insurance of 
conventional house mortgages and indica- 
tive of FHA’s appraisal of the relative risks 


. involved. As security for these production 


loans, the prefabricator must put up bind- 
ing purchase contracts for the number of 
houses to be manufactured with the loan 
proceeds. Although the act is silent on the 
subject, FHA officials have indicated that 
manufacturers may substitute new purchase 
contracts as collateral when they complete 
and ship houses covered by the original 
purchase contracts. This liberal repayment 
policy will give prefabricators a stable one- 
year fund of working capital with which to 
meet material bills and manufacturing costs 
and will free much of their own funds for 
such purposes as plant development, prod- 
uct research and dealer assistance, 
According to the letter of the law, which 
is intended to stimulate the “production of 
housing . . . through the application of 
modern industrial processes,” the prefab- 
ricator who is engaged in merely an indoor 
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adaptation of conventional building tech- 
niques will presumably be ineligible for 
production loan insurance, While eligi- 
bility is subject to FHA’s interpretation 
of the law, indication that FHA will rule 
out the many hammer-and-saw prefabri- 
cators which dot the country is reflected 
in FHA’s decision to concentrate all pre- 
fab loan processing in its main office at 


Washington, D. C. 


THIS TYPICAL ROCK 
Moses wins again as New York decides 
to defer large-scale plans for UN area. 


The United Nations Permanent Head- 
quarters will rise from foundations resting 
“directly upon this typical rock—so-called 
Manhattan schist.” So the Secretary- 
General carefully explained, in a 96-page 
report to the General Assembly. for the 
bene®: of delegates not familiar with the 
bedroc!: which has assisted Manhattan in 
lifting the world’s tallest skyscrapers. 

UN delegates equally unfamiliar with 
theAmerican Way might have been puzzled 
by the Board of Estimates hearing on UN 
plans late last month. But any New Yorker 
could have told them that the plan for fit- 
ting the UN headquarters into the city also 
seemed to be rising from a typically Man- 
hattan schism. 

The Board of Estimates hearing couldn't 
have been more like a highly colored dem- 
onstration of New York Planning-in-Action 
if it had been staged for the benefit of the 
visiting nations. Mayor O’Dwyer showed as 
an extremely earnest (if somewhat mis- 
guided in principle) defender of the public 
welfare against predatory real estate inter- 
ests. William Zeckendorf, who finessed the 
tricky job of acquiring all the parcels which 
now make up UN’s six-block East River 
site, showed as an uncomfortable example 
of how seldom civic virtue is its own 
reward. Planning and Park Commissioner 
Robert Moses, who dislikes real estate men 
only a little less than he does long-haired 
planners, showed, as usual, as the winner. 

The facts back of what the newspapers 
called “the most heated session in many 
years” were fairly simple, the principles 
somewhat less so. The facts were roughly 
these: 

Zeckendorf had spent something over $7 
million in acquiring the site which he sold 
to John D. Rockefeller, Jr. for $814 mil- 
lion. The difference was hardly enough to 
compensate an operator of Zeckendorf’s 
scale for his trouble. He had hoped to make 
a little more by improving two sites which 
Webb & Knapp own adjoining the UN loca- 
tion. But Moses had decided to put some 
little parks there. and the city had already 
started condemnation proceedings. Moaned 
Zeckendorf: “I paid $17 a sq. ft. for that 
property. Know what Moses wants to buy 
it for? Ten dollars a sq. ft.!” 

As an alternative, Zeckendorf proposed 
that the city assist really large-scale rede- 
velopment around the UN site by condemn- 





ing a six-block tract and selling it at auction 
to private investors for residential, com. 
mercial, theater building. 

Zeckendorf’s plea for extensive replan. 
ning of the UN environs was echoed by 
Frederick Woodbridge, chairman of the 
civic design committee of the New York 
Chapter, A.I.A. and by City Councilman 
Stanley Isaacs. The architects offered a 
plan for a nine-block approach area, where 
buildings of controlled height would flank 
one long avenue opened midway between 
Forty-sixth and Forty-seventh streets (which | 
would be closed). Like Zeckendorf, the 
architects thought most of this land would 
have to be acquired and re-sold by the city, 

But Mayor O’Dwyer said that he would 
“leave City Hall” before he would cop. 
sent to any scheme by which the city would 


condemn land for resale to private inter. 
ests. “I know I am licked,” stormed Zeck. 4 . 
endorf, walking out of the session, “] 
knew the decision was made before this 
meeting.” 

After Zeckendorf’s departure, the Board 
hastily approved the more modest plan 
favored by Commissioner Moses, who was 
not present, for widening East Forty-Sey. 
enth Street between First and Second 
Avenues and widening First Avenue in the 
UN zone. 

Planning-conscious New Yorkers, who 
had seen the same act many times before, 
found their reactions mixed. They could 
applaud the Mayor’s refusal to do anything 
that might resemble playing ball with any 
real estate firm, but deplore his failure to 
realize that large-scale private urban rede- 
velopment will never occur until the city 
uses its condemnation power to start it 
They could applaud, as they always had, 
Commissioner Moses unsurpassed ability 
to “get things done,” but they were getting 
increasingly worried about One-Man Plan- 
ning. At the very least, most thought, the 
city ought to make a long-range plan for 
the future growth of East Manhattan so 
that private development, sure to spurt 
around UN buildings, might conform to it. 

While the Zeckendorf-Moses fireworks 
hogged the headlines, the month brought 
other news of how UN is settling down on 
its East River site: 





> Mounting construction costs have meant 
retrenchment in UN’s plans, as they have 
for many another building investor. Plan- 
ning Director Wallace Harrison figured 
that omitting one large committee chamber, 
shaving five stories from the Secretarial 
building would pull cost down to $6 
million. 

> With equity to be split between the 
United States and other members on @ 
70/30 ratio, UN will also seek a $25 million, 
10-year mortgage loan from big U. S. life 
insurance companies. But the companies 
were already worrying about their legal 
inability to foreclose on UN, should that | & 
become necessary. = 
> UN may build a low-cost housing projet 
on the Queens side of the East River 
house about 1,000 employes who can afford 
to pay no higher rents than $30 a month. 
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Architect-designed interiors on the carpet . . . Arbiter of the Arts... Round the world ona T-square .. . Five Dollar 


Plans . . . More on Censorship of Design . . . Letter from France. 


COLD FROSTING 


Forum: 


So many times in recent years friends of 
mine, after having leafed through a copy 
of the Forum, have commented on the utter 
coldness of home interiors. That meant 
another would-be devotee of contemporary 
design was lost forever. 

After an architect does a perfectly won- 
derful design and planning job on a build- 
ing, the interior furnishings belie all that 
the building itself implies. Whatever the 
reason for this apparent slip-up, certainly 
the interiors do no justice to the building. 
It is so rare to see intelligent interiors, 
period or contemporary, in the pictures of 
recently built homes, that I wonder if archi- 
tects consider the finished result. 

I put in a plea to architects to seek the 
the services of an accomplished decorator 
who can do an intelligent job in a business- 
like manner from the planning stage. 


Frep B. SHRALLOW 
New York, N.Y. 


Forum’s architectural readership might be 
inclined to point an equally critical finger at 
certain lush decorator-designed interiors.—Eb. 


“ALL HAIL THE BEAUX ARTS 


Forum: 


I enjoyed your spicy article on The Arbi- 
ter of the Arts. It is apparent that the 
writer knows his subject pretty thoroughly, 
and that he could have filled many more 
columns had space permitted. 

For this reason, it is all the more disap- 
pointing to realize that he.has not done full 
justice, either to Dean Meeks or to the 
Beaux Arts tradition which the Dean so 
ably represents in this country. 


The author chooses to perpetuate an old 
error, sired by jealousy out of ignorance 
in the days when the B-A boys were copping 
all the good jobs—a foolish error, which 
confused the tradition of the Ecole with 
the style of pere Laloux. 


Dean Meeks is portrayed as a sort of 
reluctant dragon; he is credited with 
enough shrewdness to foresee which way the 
wind will blow, and to change his course 
accordingly; but the inference is that he 
does so unwillingly. 

I believe this is an unfair inference from 
the facts as set forth in the article. 


That magnificent maverick, Frank Wright, 
to the contrary notwithstanding, Dean 
Meeks is correct in stating that organic 
architecture was taught in Paris. Of 
course, it wasn’t “organic” under Mr. 
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Wright’s definition. I think Mr. Wright 
would be the first to admit that truly 
“organic” architecture existed nowhere in 
the world before his advent; and would 
sadly agree that it is unlikely to be seen 
ever again after he has passed on to his 
reward. 


The tradition of the Beaux Arts is not 
static, but dynamic; and many of the 
changes inaugurated at Yale have been 
paralleled and often preceded by changes 
in the Paris ateliers. Anyone who observed 
the Ecole during the twenties, when the 
student body was engaged in the “education 
du jury,” or who has followed its projéts 
since that time, knows that the Paris 
School gave up the cartouche and bi-axial 
symmetry long before we did. What it has 
never given up is a great teaching tradition, 
based on the projét system .. . 


Consider the names of the men who 
helped build up the Yale school; Faelton, 
Morgan, Hood, Holabird, Howe, Harrison. 
Abramowitz, Stowe, Bennett. All these, and 
others, studied in Paris, and most of them 
were diplomé. What of Aalto, Saarinen, Le 
Corbusier? In the twenties, Le Corbusier 
was hailed as their guiding star by the 
students of the Ecole (though not yet by 
the faculty) ... 


Your article is sufficiently interesting, and 
contains enough good-natured malice, with- 
out such ungenerous phrases as “he bowed 
gracefully—to the inevitable”’—“without 


relinquishing his Beaux Arts ideal”—‘“he 
could no more resist the tide of change”—. 


Why not give Dean Meeks full credit for 
his accomplishments? Why not admit what 
seems so obvious—that precisely because 
he was so thoroughly steeped in the Beaux 
Arts tradition, the Dean was one step ahead 
of his contemporaries in the field of archi- 
tectural education? 


Joun Crome in, Architect 
Chicago, Ill. 


Shaken but unchanged Forvum still feels that 
Dean Meeks was given full credit.—Eb. 


Forum: 


I read with interest your article on 
Everett Meeks but see that you certainly 
skipped the period when he left Carrére 
& Hastings until the time he took over 
the Yale Deanship. If you will look up the 
facts you will find that he was associated 
with Cornell University. I think it only 
fair that you make this correction. 


Rosert L. Proso 
New York, N.Y. 


Forum is well aware that Everett Meeks acted 
as visiting critic at Cornell University, omitted 
this fact with perhaps one hundred others to 
meet stringent space requirements. If Reader 
Pioso rechecks his facts he will discover that 
Meeks was still with Carrére & Hastings when 
commuting to Cornell.—Eb. 


GLOBAL GRAB-BAG 


Forum: 


The problems of providing comfortable 
facilities in a land where the temperature 
goes above 110 degrees regularly in day- 
light hours, and humidity near saturation in 
the dark ones, and where there are blinding 
sandstorms and blinding fogs are all very 
interesting. It is possible, particularly if 





one keeps a weather eye on what the Arabs 
have been doing for many centuries. 
I hope you are experiencing milder cli- 
mate at Fifth and 34th Street. 
Cuauncey Rivey, Architect 
Bahrain Islands, Persian Gulf 


The only thing we haven’t got is sandstorms. 
—Ep. 


Forum: 


Now the building professionals and busi- 
nessmen in China are facing some difh- 
culties for its economical problem in this 
country. After war the housing problems in 
the great city in China are also very serious 
like other countries do. I am very hopeful 
to get some idea in the Forum which may 
afford stimulating factors to my job. 

Both of our countries are situated at 
different foundations, and so it is that we 
may have separate interest and demand. I 
hope the Forum may give me good refer- 
ence in architectural engineering world. 
I am waiting for the recent volume of the 
Forum with kindness. If I can catch any 
good idea to contribute to the Forum later 
on, I will write and let you know. 

Shai, China Tanc SHu Kwanc 


Forum: 
No architectural journal has found its 
way to any of us Austrian architects for 


(Continued on page 22) 
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LARGEST OFFICE BUILDING VA, Mew Liglend 


-FLOORS 





Back this up by the fact that the largest office 
building in Canada, the largest in the South 
and the largest all-metal commercial group in 
the world also have Q-Floors. 

This is why: 


Q-Floors save an enormous amount of draft- 






















John Hancock Mutual Life Ins. 
Boston, Mass. 

Cram & Ferguson—Architects-E 

Turner Construction Co. 
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ing room changes. The steel cells of Q-Floor 
are crossed over by headers carrying wires for 
telephone, power and every type of electrical 
service. An electrician can drill a hole in any 
six-inch area of the exposed floor and—a matter 
of minutes—establish an outlet, without 
trenches, fuss or muss. 

This means that outlets and partitions need 
not be located until the building is occupied. 
Floor layouts are permanently flexible. 

On the construction side, Q-Floor enables 
you to quote pre-known costs. Q-Floor is steel 
and reduces to a minimum the variable ele- 
ments of construction in the field. It comes to 
the job pre-cut and two men can lay 32 sq. ft. 
in 30 seconds. This speed reduces building time 
20 to 30%. It is dry, clean, noncombustible, 
free from forms and shoring. Construction time 
as well as cost is more nearly predictable. 

Many of the prevalent griefs of construction 
are eased with Q-Floor and all the grief of 
predetermining electrical outlets is eliminated. 
You can see Q-Floor fittings at any General 
Electric construction materials distributor’s. 
For literature please write: 


H. H. ROBERTSON COMPANY 


2403 Farmers 


Bank Buildi 2 _& evecinal ¢ ~~ 
Pittsburgh 22, ome - World-Wide 





Pennsylvania 














THIS IS 1 SQ. FT. OF Q-FLOOR 
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Simple construction; 
easy to change fil- 





The Sparkler W-8 water filter (illustrated) is 
new in the plumbing field for home use, but is a time tested 
proven product used successfully for years in industry for 
filtering and purifying water. Sparkler filters are built of cast 
bronze with a strength that insures continuous effi- 
cient operation; are water tight under pressures in excess 
of 75 Ibs. 

Sparkler filters completely 
remove all chlorine and other 
off-tastes and odors, all sedi- 
ment, color, pipe rust, algae, 
etc., and deliver clear, sparkling 
pure water for drinking and 
cooking. 

Sparkler filters are easily installed by 
tapping the cold water line at the 
kitchen or utility sink and deliver pure 
water through an auxiliary faucet. With 
this in-line installation only the water 
used for drinking and cooking is fil- 
tered, insuring a longer period een 
renewal of the filter element. Sparkler 
filter pads are easily renewed by loosen- 
ing several wing nuts and replacing 
with a new inexpensive pad; for aver- 











ter pad. age family a filter pad will last from 
four to six weeks. 
Filter Area Capacity 
Model in Sq. in. GPH Height Diam. Shpg. Wt. 
w-8 100 60 6" i 20 Ibs. 
SPA 7 20 a 4" 342 Ibs. 





Construction: Solid Bronze; SPA is chromium-plated. Filter Media: Low 
cost preformed pads. 
Larger size filters with capacities up to 10,000 gal. per br. 
are available for institutions, hospitals, or commercial 
requirements. 


W: for special file bulletin on home water 
ntle filtration. Gives complete information. 


SPARKLER MANUFACTURING CO. 


MUNDELEIN, ILLINOIS 
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all these past years, you know. I should 
be very much obliged to you, therefore, if 
you would kindly let me have such journals 
or sheets, no matter of what contents or 
what date they may be. I could forward 
them to some of my Tyrolese colleagues as 
well... 


Enclosed are some designs . . . meant for 
restoration of destroyed quarters of a big 
city (Montage - System - Prefabricated ) — 
twelve or thirteen storied houses with about 
1.000 flats. 


The scheme of tall houses is 

















treated here collectively, for once. Instead 
of choosing the effect of the single building 
we tried to emphasize the complex of houses 
and parks together. 


W. A. SCHWAIGHOFER 
Innsbruck, Austria 


Forum: 


Your May issue has been received and 
once more I have ascertained the interest 
that your beautiful magazine offers to all of 
us and you are certainly to be congratulated 
on the production of such an outstanding 
periodical. 

I have admired certain realizations of 
modern architecture in America in which 
air and light are so widely lavished. Many 
American architects excel in the adaptation 
of this technique to man’s environment in a 
harmonious relation of indoors and out- 
doors and they must be congratulated. 

But, on the other hand, I am astonished 
that the use of very small windows still is 
so frequent in small houses (see Levitt & 
Sons’ designs, for instance). 


Is not this a strange thing? Why do not 
these traditionalist constructors enlarge the 
windows of their houses for answering to 
modern necessity ? 

This fact already struck me when I visited 
the exhibition “Techniques Americaines” 
in Paris two years ago. Some models of 
prefabricated houses had very smal] win. 
dows indeed. 

Once more, why ? 


: G. Vitter 
Paris, France 


According to Builder William Levitt, two fac. 
tors influence his window sizes: 1) Owners of 
small homes have small budgets and cannot 
afford the higher fuel bills which result from 
large glazed areas. 2) His customers prefer 
placing furniture against the wall to looking 
out of it. Forum wistfully agrees with Reader 
Vittet, cites the reduced fuel bills which come 
with solar heating, the added convenience of 
built-in furniture.—Eb. 


LITERARY FORUM 


Forum: 


I should like to see a far better jour- 
nalistic and literary quality in the Forum 
comparable with the Architectural Review 
of this country. Both magazines could 
learn a lot from one another even though 
their policies may differ. Less money spent 
on lavish display, and more on opinion and 
architectural trend reviews, would ard 
much to the prestige of your magazine. 

N. SANDERS 
London, England (Say 


But then the Architectural Review would be 
unnecessary.—Eb. 


STRICKEN SICILIANS 


Forum: 


We take the liberty to express our criti- 
cisms regarding the building of the seat of 
the U.N.O., and we respectfully beg you to 
make them known. 

We have given attention to the develop- 
ment of the events through your interesting 
magazine and feel a moral obligation to 
protest in the name of art and justice. 

In your issue of March 1946 (page 19), 
rightly criticising the building of the 
League of Nations in Geneva, you have 
tried to give a warning to public opinion 
to avoid a repetition of the once-incurred 
mistake. Unfortunately, errors are today 
multiplying themselves, we believe, for s¢v- 
eral reasons: 

1) The chosen zone . . . damages the 
whole project; the excessive narrowness, 
the lack of . . . ground between Ist Avenue. 
42nd and 48th Streets and the river does 
not allow the necessary development. 


2) There should have been an interna 
tional competition proclaimed in order 
(Continued on page 24) 
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“IO” building blueprinis ? 


ll frequently happens 
... though blots may not show up for 
months, or even years. Then they are 
revealed in increased maintenance costs, 
or damage to valuable equipment. 


These costs can be prevented at the 
blueprint stage. Many companies do it 
by specifying Careystone Corrugated As- 
bestos-Cement Roofing and Siding for 
construction of factories, foundries, 
warehouses and other industrial build- 
ings. HERE'S WHY: 





Careystone speeds construction 
—It comes in large 
casy-to-handle sheets 
that can be applied 35- 


square-feet at a time. That cuts labor 
and time expenditure to the bone. .. 
gives you another bonus on the low 
cost of the material. 


Careystone cuts maintenance 


a” —It’s made of Asbestos 
and Portland Cement. 
Maintenance is built-in; 
no painting or other protective treat- 
ment required. 


Careystone is fireproof 


—It won't rot, rust or 
corrode. Salt air or 
ordinary industrial fumes don’t affect 





THE PHILIP CAREY MANUFACTURING CO., CINCINNATI 15, OHIO 


in Canada: The Philip Carey Co., Ltd. 
1557 MacKay St., Montreal 1, P. Q. 





it... it's ideal where atmospheric con- 
ditions are unusually severe, 





Write for your free copy 


... Of the Careystone 
Corrugated catalog... 
contains technical data on the product 
and its application. Describes the com- 
plete estimating and engineering serv- 
ice available from Carey. For a free 
copy write Dept. AF-9 





6 A ARMAS BE 


industrial Insulation + Rock Wool Insulation 
Coreyduct * Asbestos Wallboard & Sheathing 
Asphalt Shingles & Roofings * Built-up Roofing 
Roof Coatings & Cements - Pipeline Felt 
Asphalt Tile Flooring - Waterproofing Materials 
Expansion Joint + Asbestos Shingles & Siding 
Corrugated Asbestos Roofing and Siding 
Miami-Carey Bathroom Cabinets & Accessories 
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Ve Hallmark 
OF TOMORROW’S HOME 


“/@e MODERN... 
DIFFERENT “out of ocght” HINGE 


“This house has personality! There is something differ- 
ent and distinctive about it!” Many times people make 
just such remarks when looking at a home equipped 
with SOSS INVISIBLE HINGES—for these hinges 
when installed are completely concealed. 


It is obvious why SOSS hinges impart a distinguished 
personality to any home. For one thing they permit the 
use of flush surfaces for doors, panels and cupboards 
which are a feature of modern streamlined design. 
Furthermore they eliminate surfaces marred by unsightly 
protruding butts. Your clients will commend you for 
suggesting these modern hinges. 


Write for SOSS “Blue-Print Catalog” giving full details of 
the many applications of this modern hinge. Free on request. 


SOSS MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


21767 HOOVER ROAD « 


DETROIT 13, MICHIGAN 
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permit architects, engineers and artists of 
the whole world to contribute to such an 
important theme of building. 

3) Puerile is the justification—if it can 
be so called—that the competition had not 
been proclaimed for want of time, wishing 
the U.S. A. to inaugurate the seat of U.N.O. 
within 1948... 

4) The question brought forth, that such 
a seat must necessarily be a complex of 
functional architecture in the form of ver- 
tical structures, is inconsistent, since a dif- 
ferent structure could be better adapted in 
a larger space. 

In the Forum article (Nov. °46), a group 
of architects, authors of the project, nobly 
interpreting the value of the function of 
the seat of the U.N.O., affirmed rightly that 
such a realization ought not to have been a 
monopoly of local interests. 

In the building of the seat of the U.N.O., 
such as it appears today, only economic 
factors and individual opinions are taken 
into account. 

We, having faith in the high ideals to 
which American people conform, had begun 
long since to prepare a plan for the com- 
petition which ought to have been pro- 
claimed. 

We have been strongly stricken and bit- 
terly deceived by the resolution taken, 
about which we still hope they may alter 
their minds. 

For a group of architects, 
engineers and artists, 
Mario UrBANI 
Director of the Institute of Arts 
Palermo (Sicily) 


CREDIT CORRECTION 


Forum: 


Your last February number publishes 
the scheme of the Avenida 9 de Julio in 
Buenos Aires, an elevated eight-lane high- 
way with parking garage and shops under- 
neath... . 

We see an error has been committed in 
attributing this. work to the Buenos Aires 
City Plan Commission. This project is the 
personal work of Jorge P. Cazenave, Luis 
E. Bianchetti, Jorge J. de Mattos, archi- 
tects. As this error attempts against our 
interests, we shall appreciate your publish. 
ing this note. 

CazeENAVE, BIANCHETTI Y De Mattos 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 


The Forum’s apologies to contributors Cazen- 
ave, Bianchetti and De Mattos.—Eb. 
LEGAL RACKET 
Forum: 

My high regard for your publication has 
been severely shaken, to say the least, since 
reading the article entitled “Five Dollar 


(Continued on page 28) 
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90-Year Record of 
Heating Comfort 














Hecht Brothers Department Store, Baltimore, Md. 
Heated by Webster Steam Heating System since 1927, 


This is the 20th year of Webster 
heating service at Hecht Brothers 
Department Store in Baltimore, 
where management has long recog- 
nized that heating comfort is an 
important factor in successful de 
partment store operation. 


In 1927, when the present home of 
Hecht Brothers Department Store 
was built, a Webster Vacuum Sys 
tem of Steam Heating was specified 
by Abbott, Merkt & Co., Inc., New 
York, Architects and Engineers. 
Riggs, Distler & Co., Inc., Baltimore, 
were the heating contractors. 


In 1941, Hecht Brothers decided to 
discontinue their coal-burning boiler 
plant and purchase street steam 
from the Consolidated Gas Electric 
Light & Power Co. On the recom- 
mendation of the Gas and Electric 
Company, they decided to convert 
the installation to a Webster Mod- 
erator System, then as now recog: 
nized for comfort at low cost. 


Sam Hecht, President of Hecht 
Stores, and William P. Calhoun, 
Store Manager, look upon theif 
Webster Heating System as an it 
vestment in customer satisfaction. 


If you are interested in heating com 
fort at low cost backed by the ex- 
perience of long-service Webstet 
Representatives, write us. 
WARREN WEBSTER & CO., Camden,N 


J. 
Representatives in principal U. S. Cities : : Est. Le 
In Canada: Darling Brothers, Limited, Montre@ 
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a modern building 


Ss lruly mode7n... 








Silbraz joints are leakproof, vibration-proof, 
and corrosion-resistant. They make the ideal 
connection for all piping systems where “B” 
copper tubing or brass pipe is used. 
Threadless, Silbraz joints are permanent . . . will not 
creep or pull apart. . . save trouble and cost by eliminating 
leaks . . . literally join with the pipe to form a “one-piece 
pipe line.” No properly made Silbraz joint has ever been 
known to fail under any condition which the pipe itself can 
withstand. If you are looking for maintenance-free pipe 
lines — for either new construction or remodeling — specify 
Silbraz joints. 





Walseal* Valves and Fittings for Making Silbraz Joints 


Walworth Company manufactures a complete line of 
Walseal Valves, Fittings, and Flanges for making Silbraz 


Make it a "one-piece 


SILBRAZ* 

















joints — the modern method of joining brass or copper 
piping. For further information, see your nearest Walworth 
distributor, or write for Circular 841. 


*Patented — Reg. U. S. Pat. Of. 


WALWORTH 


valves and fittings 
60 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK I7, N. ¥. 










pe line” with Walseal 


DISTRIBUTORS IN PRINCIPAL CENTERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 















































Ail the benefits of storm windows 
All the benefits of screens 
All the benefits of weatherstripping 


ie one percsmcratilly tadlalled unit 
with nothing to change... nothing to store... 
year ‘round, rainproof, draft-free, filtered- 


screen ventilation ... patented Thermolok* 
frame insures permanent, weatherproof fit. 


Thousands upon thousands of prospective home, commer- 
cial and industrial building prospects know all about 
the many year ‘round advantages of RUSCO ALL METAL, 
SELF-STORING COMBINATION SCREEN AND STORM SASH. 
Your recommendation will receive enthusiastic approval. 


Specifications will be found in Sweets File or complete 
descriptive literature and specifications sent upon request. 


THE F. C. RUSSELL COMPANY 


6400AF HERMAN AVENUE ¢ CLEVELAND 2, OHIO 


Z ©rrcrc 
T. M. REG. APP. FOR 





Also manufacturers of Rusco All 
Metal Venetian Awnings, Ther- 
moseal Combination Windows, 
Cinco Sto-a-way Windows. 
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Plans,” in the May issue. It is, to me, a bad 
thought to convey to the public that “archi- 
tects skim off only the cream of the design 
market and do not even try to serve the 
family of average means.” 

My office, as well as many others in New 
Jersey, does low cost house jobs on a full 
fee basis with complete satisfaction to both 
the client and myself. 








This article merely increases the original | 


sales resistance or keeps the prospective 
client away entirely. If contact is once made 


with a proposed client, it is rare that we are | 


not able to prove the value of a local archi- 
tect and also that the complete service 
rendered under the accepted A.I.A. fee 
schedule does not pay for itself at least 
twice over. 


It would seem, in sponsoring this article, | 


that you prefer the good will of a possible 
advertiser rather than that of the profession 
which you serve. 

The statement: “Some states require that 
registered architects prepare all house plans 


| —but a small fee will usually get a local | 


registrant’s signature on the firm’s plans”— | 


that is against the law in New Jersey and 
any architect signing plans prepared out- 
side of his own office would have his license 
revoked, regardless of the size of the fee. 
This is, I believe, true in forty-five other 
states. 


The above is not only misleading but | 


tends to place the services of an architect 
in the category of a legal racket from the 
point of view of the layman. 

This certainly was the reaction voiced in 
the case of the Kresge store in Newark, in 
selling Better Homes And Gardens plans 
across the counter at five dollars. 

M. Munn Pattison, Architect 
Rahway, N. J. 


lished in the July issue, Forum explained its 
position, has not yet shifted its stand: 
“Forum reported facts, has never sponsored 
mail order plans. But let’s drop the fiction 
that architects have served the small home 
buyer. In any normal decade, individual archi- 
tecturally designed houses are found only in 
the upper brackets. In any year the percent- 
age of houses constructed with architectural 
service is miniscule. Newly elected President 
Douglas Orr of the American Institute of 
Architects has recently announced a study to 
explore means of bringing architect and small 
house builder together.”—Eb. 


BLOOD, SWEAT AND LOVE 


Forum: 

After all of our blood, sweat and tears in 
following through on the Lustron house 
(Forum June ’47) we find no Hedrich- 
Blessing credit line. 

It’s a grand story and I don’t know why 
but we still love you. 

KENNETH A. HeEpRICH 


Chicago, Ill. Hedrich-Blessing 


(Continued on page 32) 
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etd | were three times as many women preferring 
To a similar letter from C. Godfrey Poggi pub- | 
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You can’t ignore the 
demand for 


git NA AN 


Surveys* show that women want Electric 
Water Heaters because of the following ad- 
vantages: (1) SaFe (fumeless, flameless); (2) 
CLEAN (smokeless, sootless); (3) ADAPT- 
ABLE (short hot water lines; no flue or vent); 
(4) TRoUBLE-FREE (as electric light); (5) 
ECONOMICAL (plenty of hot water all the 
time at low cost). 

Be sure the homes you build offer all these 
advantages— install modern Electric Water 





*A NEMA survey revealed that there 





Electric Water Heaters as owning them. 


Electric Water Heater Section 
NATIONAL ELECTRICAL MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
155 E. 44th Street, New York 17, N.Y. 


B&F + CLARK + ELECTROMATIC + FOWLER + ; 
FRIGIDAIRE + GENERAL ELECTRIC + HOTPOINT * \ 
HOTSTREAM + JUD WHITEHEAD ~- KELVINATOR * 
MONARCH * NORGE + PEMCO + REX + RHEEM * 
SEIDELHUBER SELECTRIC SMITHWAY * 
THERMO-GRAY + THERMO-WATT + UNIVERSAL * 


WESTINGHOUSE 


IN A HOUSE WIRED FOR 
AN ELECTRIC RANGE IT’S 


EASY TO STA 


WATER HEATER! 
yi A 
























* * . 
Is time saving on the site 
your key to lower costs? Fenestra Windows, Doors and Building Panels 
are factory-fabricated to save time on the site. 
They’re standardized units—you know they'll fit 
predetermined openings and spans. You save 

time otherwise spent on sizing and cutting. 

Standardization means lower first cost, too. And 
these products are all up to the quality you'd 
naturally expect from America’s oldest and largest 
steel window manufacturer. Each item shown here 
is merely representative of a full line of types and 
sizes that are co-ordinated with modular dimen- 
sions currently used in modern construction. For 
product information, see Sweet's Architectural 
File (Sections 16a-9 and 3c-1). Better yet, call us. 
Detroit Steel Products Company, Dept. AF-9, 

2251 East Grand Blvd., Detroit 11, Michigan. 








’ @ Get construction under cover faster. 


@ Get floors, walls and ceilings erected quickly, 
so interior work can progress. 


NN ! @ Get windows in sooner for weather protection. 


my ER @ Get doors on quickly to ~ el with fopestra 
fea] eat] res | ema BUILDING 
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WINDOWS — standardization 
in modular sizes of most kinds 
of Fenestra Windows enables 
you to use them with greater 
economy—with savings both in 
first costs and in installation. 
From the smallest house to the 
largest office building, school, 
hospital or factory, there’s a 
Fenestra Window that’s right— 
in size, appearance and operation. 


PANELS — these prefabricated 
panels fit together in jig time, to 
form lightweight, fire-resistant 
floors, walls, ceilings and roofs. 
Extremely versatile—permitting 
a wide variety of uses. Some types 
include raceways for electrical, 
plumbing, heating and ventilat- 
ing facilities. Ready for applica- 
tion of the surface material of 
your choice. 


DOORS-— these standardized 
doors are real timesavers. They 


come complete with pre-fitted or 


pre-fitted frame — that cuts fitting 
time. All are standardized in size 
for maximum economy in first 
cost, as wellas ininstallationtime, 
for easy operation. Swing, slide 
and overhead types available. 
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It's an alert architect’s responsibility (and opportu- 
nity!) to work modern ventilation into building blue- 
prints. That's the best way to eliminate a building's 
gasping for air...to cure any tendency toward stufh- 
ness... kitchen heat and odors... bathroom fog and 
steam ...sOapy vapors in laundry rooms... heavy, 


stale smoke in recreation rooms. 


It's a good way to give clients an extra measure 
of architectural service, too. That's why more and 





more architects are specifying 


VENTILATING 


FANS 


WY A victron Ventilating fan can 
be installed at any time—in 
any room . . . moves 700 cubic 


feet of free air a minute—gives instant freshness to 
rooms with special ventilating problems—eliminates 
the need of opening windows on cold-catching days. 
The victron Ventilating Fan is whisper-quiet . . . guests 
can’t hear it. There’s no radio interference from the 
induction-type VICTRON motor. Positive weather-seal- 
ing shutter prevents chilling blasts from back-drafts. 
You can specify wietron Ventilating Fans with confi- 


dence—backed by 20 years of 
Victron precision engineering. 

Attractively Designed - - 
quietly efficient. Model V 1106: 
cleanly streamlined for smart ap- 
pearance; fan and outside shut- 
ter operate automatically by pull- 


ing beaded chain. 


Grille snaps on and off without 
tools or tugging—is quickly re- 
moved for easy cleaning. 


Write for illustrated specifications 
for all models, or refer to Sweet's 
Architectural 1947 File 298 


VICTOR 


PRODUCTS 
2950 Robertson Ave. 
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ELECTRIC 


INCORPORATED 


Cincinnati 9, Ohio 





MORE ON CENSORSHIP 


The Publisher’s Letter of last May scoring 
a possible Board of Experts to pass on 
Fifth Avenue’s building design, has pro- 
duced a flood of varying opinions featured 
over the past months. In this issue, pros 
and cons are still at it. 


Forum: 


... I don’t believe in Architects Boards 
of Aesthetics (partly because I don’t like 
architects these days for working against 
public housing), but I should think they 
could make a few rules calculated to insure 
a degree of honesty or integrity. I can men- 
tion two of my particular hatreds that may 
be characteristic only of Chicago—blank 
brick walls twenty stories high, with tall 
Gothic windows outlined in colored brick; 
knobs, cupolas, gazebos, or something 
ornate, concealing the smokestack. 

Probably the answer is that one can’t 
regulate honesty any more than beauty. 

E.izaBetH Woop, Executive Secretary 
Chicago Housing Authority. 
Chicago, Ill. 


Forum: 


The editorial and the comment on archi- 
tectural censorship reminded me most un- 
pleasantly that, although I am not entirely 
unrespected in my home community, I am 
effectively prevented from building any 
commercial building here by a law which 
limits such structures to Elizabethan Eng- 
lish. 

L. Morcan Yost, Architect 
Kenilworth, Ill. 


Forum: 


I agree with your point of view without 
reservation. 

It is possible, as you say, to collect a 
group of discriminating experts in any large 
community, and it is even possible to get 
them to agree on a matter of taste, but 
their collective judgment, although indica- 
tive of what might be termed “the best” 
today, is after all only today’s pattern. What 
of the next generation—will they look back 
on our best and think it good? 

It is quite possible they will abhor it. 
just as we do some of the work that was 
done no more than forty—or even twenty- 
five years ago. Yet that very work, had it 
been judged by an expert jury of the time, 
might have received its blessing and praise. 
On the other hand, we know of several 
buildings that we have come to admire, yet 
they were condemned by the experts in 
those days as being too radical, if not down- 
right ugly. 

Therein, it seems to me, lies the great 
argument against any kind of art commis- 
sion that sets itself up as a judge of “good 

(Continued on page 36) 











For Public Building 
Washrooms 


The reputation of any public building 
depends upon the people who enter its 
doors. Therefore, when the public se- 
lects Bradley DUO-Washfountains as 
the most modern and sanitary wash 
fixtures available, it is an endorsement 
worthy of consideration. 

Thousands of men and women are 
familiar with Bradley Washfountains 
through shop, plant, factory and school 
installations. These people have 
learned to appreciate the superior ad- 
vantages of Bradleys: the automatic 
foot-control which keeps hands safe 
from contagious faucet and wash basin 
contacts—the self-flushing bowl that 
prevents contaminating dirt collections 
—and the clean spray of running water. 

Management, too, prefers Bradleys 
because of valuable economies in water 
consumption, maintenance and instal- 
lation costs. One DUO serves two 
persons simultaneously, replaces two 
ordinary single-person wash basins, 
and the easily-cleaned DUO spray- 
head takes the place of four faucets. 

DUO-Washfountains are furnished 
in glistening white sanitary enameled 
iron. Nationally distributed through 
plumbing wholesalers. BRADLEY. | 
WASHFOUNTAIN CO., 2235 W. 
Michigan Street, Milwaukee 1, Wis. — 
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control and utilize... 





Westinghouse can Supyply 


HEATING AND VENTILATING EQUIPMENT 


a Dp 











Air Conditioning 

Equipment Forced Fans Fly Ash Control 
ix ob & 
Compressors Fume Exhaust Systems Speed Heaters 

Roof 
Air Blenders Vane Ventilators Unit Heaters 
q 

Precipitron® Unitaires industrial Heating 

Induced Fans Ventilating Fans Stokers 


LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


+ 2 & 


Office Lighting Vapor-tight and 
Equipment Dust-tight Luminaires High Bay Luminaires 
Industrial 
Lighting Equipment Silvered Bowl Diffusers Lamps 


*Reg. U.S. Trademark 











é 





Electrical equipment requirements for different types of 
projects vary widely, of course. But whether it’s a commercial 
building, industrial plant, residential or municipal projects 
... youcan place undivided responsibility for everything 
electrical with Westinghouse and its distributor organization. 

The advantages of this unit responsibility are obvious: 


1. Specialized Engineering . . . to assist in selecting and 
applying equipment for maximum efficiency. 

2. Simplified Ordering ... by providing a focal point of 
contact for all buying and specification data. 

3. Speedier Installation . . . by centralizing responsi- 
bility for delivery and installation. 

4. Better, More Reliable Service . . . through the co- 
ordinated design and construction of Westinghouse 
equipment, plus broad experience in applying it for 
all types of industries. Westinghouse also offers un- 
matched electrical maintenance service, through its 
nationwide chain of Renewal Parts Warehouses and 
Manufacturing and Repair Shops. 


No other electrical organization in the world can match the 
breadth of these facilities dnd products for the construction 
industry. Your near-by Westinghouse office or Westinghouse 
Distributor is headquarters for this service. Westinghouse 
Electric Corporation, P. O. Box 868A, Pittsburgh 30, Penna. 

J-94763 








Architect's and Engineer's Data Sweet's Architectural 
Book—B-2161-D In this “bible” of the building industry, 
This 362-page book contains data on all Westinghouse is represented in the 


Westinghouse products for the building Architects’ File, Engineers’ File, Builders’ 
industry. Its format is adapted to the File, Mechanical Industries’ File, Process 
needs of the architect and engineer. Industry File and Product Designers’ File. 





Simplified Buying Data Lighting Equipment Catalog 
Westinghouse Buying Data has been Contains complete product data and 
designed to meet buyers’ preferences specifications on all types of lighting 
... provides all needed information in equipment for commercial, industrial 
the most usable form. and residential use. 
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FOR DEPENDABLE 
AIR CONDITIONING 
Use YOUNG 









20 ae or anaes 


Young Coils are used in 
the air conditioning sys- 
tems of the Wisconsin 
Electric Power Co. in the 
Public Service Building, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin for 
offices and the main 
auditorium. 


Stuffy, indoor rooms now become comfortable and 
healthful with controlled, fresh-air conditioning by 
Young coils and air conditioning units. Since every 
job has a different set of requirements, the way to the 
best possible end result . . . to have the added assurance 
of unfailing efficiency and customer satisfaction . . . is 
to call on Young Engineers to recommend the proper 
equipment for the specific job. There are Young cool- 
ing coils and air conditioning units for every conceiv- 
able size of installation . . . from the smallest home 
to the largest public building. Young Products have 
earned a reputation for long, trouble-free service . . . 
because Y oung has specialized in the design and manu- 
facture of Heat Transfer Equipment for two decades! 
On your next heating and cooling job, do as architects 
and contractors everywhere are doing .. . call on 
Young’s staff of trained engineers without obligation. 


YOUNG 


HEAT TRANSFER 
PRODUCTS 


ey 


YOUNG RADIATOR Co. 
Dept. 157-) Racine, Wis., U.S.A. 
Sales & Eng. Offices in all Principal Cities 


AUTOMOTIVE AND INDUSTRIAL 
PRODUCTS 


Gas, gasoline, Diesel engine cooling, 
radiators * Jacket water coolers * Heat 
exchangers ® Intercoolers * Condensers 
© Evaporating coolers © Oil coolers ¢ 
Gas coolers * Atmospheric cooling and 
condensing units * Supercharger inter- 
coolers ® Aircraft heat transfer equipment 
HEATING, COOLING AND 
AIR CONDITIONING PRODUCTS 
Convectors * Unit Heaters * Heating 
coils @ Cooling coils * Evaporators 
® Air conditioning ynits ¢ 
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taste.” We can judge by today’s standards 
and have opinions on the work of the past, 
but no one can prophecy the future or the 
philosophy underlying future standards. It 
is reasonable to regulate building heights, 
use zones, safety measures and such for the 
public welfare, but we should never regu- 
late design. 

All this was forcefully propounded rela- 
tive to another kind of censorship—that of 
the press—by John Milton in his “Areo- 
pogitica” published over three hundred 
years ago. The argument has never been 
bettered, and we would do well to abide 
by it. 

Orto TeEceN, Director 

Department of Architecture 

Beaux Arts Institute of Design 
Vew York, N.Y. 


Forum: 
Cheers and jeers are the only design con- 
trols a living architecture can survive... . 


HARWELL HamiILton Harais, Architect 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Forum: 


Eliel Saarinen comments in his book, 
The City, that we have laws to prohibit 
people from strewing the streets with gar- 
bage, why not laws to prohibit men from 
filling the street with “mental garbage.” 
That comment seems to justify the Fine 
Arts Commission in principle, but with 
modern man no more ready for it morally 
and ethically than he is for a euthanasia 
commission, I believe we should continue 
our present freedom of the individual in 
design. 

The Fine Arts Commission in Washing- 
ton has not elevated design but has merely 
assured banality and mediocrity. What as- 
surance have we that the Fifth Avenue 
Association would choose a commission any 
more talented or astute. 


Henry L. KAMPHOEFNER 


University of Oklahoma 
Vorman, Okla. 


Forum: 


. .. Some years ago the Champs-Elysees 
Association in Paris commissioned me to 
turn out a drawing for the press of the 
most abominable facade possible—it had 
to be so bad that everyone—even dumb 
animals—would be nauseated. It was the 
hardest job I’ve ever been confronted with. 
I turned out sketch after sketch and some- 
one was bound to find something attractive 
about every one of them. 

The point of it all was to enlist popular 
support for just such a control board as 
you write about (which they claimed ex- 

(Continued on page 40) 




















There are a lot of points to be checked 
in specifying fence—and Anchor Chain 
Link Fence’s four exclusive features hold 
the answer to all of them. Here's why 
an Anchor Fence will insure your 
clients’ maximum protection for long 
years of service: 


1. Deep-Driven Anchors hold the fence 
permanently erect and in line, in any 
soil or weather, yet permit easy reloca- 
tion where necessary. 2. Square Frame 
Gates are amazingly free from warping 
and sagging. 3. U-Bar Line Posts are 
self-draining, rust-free and rigid. 4. 
Square Terminal Posts improve strength, 
durability and appearance 


SEND FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF 
OUR BOOK, “Anchor Protective 
for your A.I.A. File 14K. 
It’s both a catalog and specification 
manual. Shows many types and uses of 


Fences,” 





Anchor Chain Link Fence . . . pit 
tures installations for many prominent 
companies and institutions . . . COM 


tains structural diagrams and specifica 
tion tables. Just ask for Book No. 110. 
Address: ANCHOR POST FENCE 
DIV., Anchor Post Products, Inc., 6635 
Eastern Ave., Baltimore 24, Maryland. 

















checked Pittsburgh Mirrors can be used in countless ways to 
; enhance the attractiveness of any interior, A large. 
hor Chain Li » the dint Ser 
structural mirror over the dining room buffet, as 
tures hold shown here, is one of the most popular applications. 
ere’s why Other attractive and practical uses of mirrors: over 
sure your | the mantel; on bedroom and dressing room doors; 
’ on the back walls of the tub recess in the bathroom. 
Made from blue, flesh-tinted or green Plate Glass. 
polished Plate Glass and with silver, gold or gun 
metal backing. 


for long 


the fence 
1¢, in any 
PC Glass Blocks offer numerous interesting possibili 
ties in residences of both traditional and modern 
architecture—above work surfaces in kitchens .. . 
n warping + around front entrances ... in stairwell walls, and for 
Posts amt semi-partitions as shown here. These blocks trans- 
rigid a mit daylight generously yet provide privacy. They 
t make rooms brighter, smarter, more cheerful. Theit 
insulating properties cut heating costs. 
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File 14-K. 
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—=Wittsburgh Glass 


[ FENCE 
, Inc., 6635 


Maryland. 9 3 "pUrTsBURGH  stendh for Quality Glass ard Paint | 
ence 


P —-—------------------ 3 
We believe you will find much to interest you in our illustrated booklet of ideas con 4 : - Gl C 
cerning the use of Pittsburgh Glass in building design. Send the coupon for your free cop) Pistssucee Building. Pittsburen 19. Pa 

Please send me, without obligation, your free 
booklet entitled “Ideas for the Use of litts- 
burgh Glass in Building Design.” 
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@ Reynolds Aluminum Sheet is available for immediate delivery; 
easier fabrication ahd lighter weight make installations faster 
. . » yet the final cost is no higher than that of conventional 
materials. 

Immediate delivery . .. faster fabrication... these time-saving 
advantages are only two of many reasons you'll want to use 
Reynolds Aluminum Sheet for heating and ventilating ducts. 
But the clock doesn’t dictate all the requirements for a good 
duct installation. Final cost, appearance, and performance are 
equally important .’. . and Reynolds Aluminum Sheet wins on 
these counts too: 

For example; , 


In cost... Comparison of the final cost of aluminum and conventional 
materials will show the savings when aluminum ducts are installed. 
Every pound of aluminum gives you 3% times more working sur- 
face. Light weight and good workability mean lower fabrication 
and erection costs. No paint is required. 

In appearance . . . Ducts of Reynolds Aluminum Sheet remain neat 
and bright. Even without a protective coating of paint, they will 
never rust. Joints are uniformly smooth. 

in performance . .. Because aluminum does not corrode, the inner sur- 
faces of these ducts remain smooth and offer less resistance to air 
travel. Operation is quieter because aluminum absorbs expansion 
and contraction noises, does not conduct sound readily. 

Take advantage of profitable duct: business now ... and be 

assured of thoroughly satisfactory, long-lasting installations, 

too. Contact your local jobber or nearest Reynolds sales office 

now. Reynolds Metals Company, Aluminum Division, 2528 

South Third Street, Louisville 1, Kentucky. 


3 REYNOLDS 
ALUMINUM 
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isted in New York to “protect” Fifth Ave- 
nue). In Paris, only the “monuments his- 
toriques” are protected. ... 

Epwarp R. Taucu, Jr., Architect 
New York, N.Y. 


Forum: 

... | was recently in a court which de- 
cided a case for alleged breach of zoning 
laws, and heard the county attorney, who 
was also the enforcing officer, state to the 
judge his own opinion that a man is sover- 
eign in his own property rights and that 
therefore he should do whatever he wants 
with his own property, including creating 
a nuisance to his neighbors and the com- 
munity. Last week, I happened to be in 
Knoxville and traveled on the main thor- 
oughfare leading to the Smokies which, 
when I saw it last two years ago, was a 
beautiful avenue and today, after a little 
postwar building, has been transformed into 
a very obnoxious place. 

The solution is perhaps an impossibility. 
The only ray of hope is education, the selec- 
tion of intelligent and unbiased Boards, and 
most of all the selection of good planners 
and architects. I know this is Utopia and 
for the time being I am willing to take my 
chance and set myself against any rules 
and regulations. .. . 

Mario Brancuttt, Architect 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


LETTER FROM FRANCE 


Forum: 


Some of the best architects and town 
planners in France have been at work 
since 1940 preparing plans for the rebuild- 
ing of the city of Rouen. The ancient 
capital of Normandy lost many architec-' 
tural treasures during the battle of France. 
It suffered severely from explosions and 
fires caused by the bombs from American 
and British planes. 

The fighting between the French and 
Germans in the summer of 1940 led to 
destruction, mainly by fire, of scores of 
houses and offices which jostled each other 
between the Cathedral and the River Seine. 
Though we must lament the loss of these 
quaint survivals of the Middle Ages, in the 
long run the clearance will mean healthier 
conditions of life for local residents—for 
some of the most wretched slums to be 
found in France have been destroyed. In 
addition there are wonderful new vistas of 
the beautiful Cathedral, which now can be 
seen to full advantage. 

When I was in Rouen recently, I found a 
good deal of division between two schools 
of thought. The idealists would like these 
acres of land, on which today piles of 


(Continued on page 44) 





Cold Storage Plants Offer 
Hot Tip On Wood Construction 


WOLMANIZED LUMBER* adds 
long life to the other advantages 
of wood construction; that's the 
verdict of cold storage and ice 
plant operators after observing 
its fine performance for the past 
nineteen years. They've used 
hundreds of thousands of feet of 
Wolmanized Lumber for cold- 
room floors, framing and linings, 


WOOD CONSTRUCTION puts cold 
storage within reach of many 
fruit and vegetable growers, by 
cutting the initial cost of these 
plants. Wolmanized Lumber as- 
sures low upkeep costs, because 
this wood is able to withstand. 
the high humidities encountered. 
Its insulating properties give 
added operating economies. 


WOLMANIZED LUMBER is ordi- 
nary lumber which has been 
made resistant to decay and 
termite attack by vacuum-pres- 
sure impregnation with Wolman 
Salts* preservative. It adds little 
to the first cost of a structure— 
is light, strong, resilient. It goes 
up quickly and easily and is 
clean, odorless and paintable. 


HAVE YOU A PROBLEM which 
might be solved with Wolman- 
ized Lumber? We'll gladly send 
you additional data on its use. 
Write American Lumber & Treat- 
ing Company, 1647 McCormick 
Building, Chicago, Illinois. 


*Registered Trade Mark 
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Get BETTER WORKMANSHIP 
with BRIXMENT! 


No. 4 OF A SERIES— 


THE RIGHT WAY AND THE WRONG WAY-IN HEADER COURSES 


























aw at oa 
pr’ re hie : To secure full header joints, mortar should be spread over the 
: . } entire side of the header brick before it is placed in the wall. 
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aa is so workable, so plastic, that when the bricklayer pushes the brick 
tered. into place, he does not have to force it home. The excess mortar See 
give “flows” readily into every part of the joint, thus providing good, 
28. full joints without requiring extra work or effort on the part of the 
- bricklayer. 
— Aside from its greater plasticity, Brixment mortar has higher 
Fen water-retaining capacity and bonding quality, greater resistance to 
olman freezing and thawing, and freedom from efflorescence. Because 
s little of this combination of advantages, Brixment is the leading masonry 
ture— cement on the market. 
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slman- | | A dab of mortar spotted on one corner (or both corners) of the brick 
d |i cannot possibly fill the cross joint. Slushing will not fill the voids. 
y sen 
is use. | | 
'Treat- | | 
ormick | | 
is. 
When a dab of mortar is spotted on one cor- . 
} ner of the brick, 
there is very little mortar in the cross joint. 
LOUISVILLE CEMENT CO. 
Incorporated 
LOUISVILLE, KY. Slushing will not fill the voids. 
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HALL-MACK COMPANY 


i (FORMERLY HALLENSCHEID & McDONALD) 
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bombed stones have been neatly stacked, 
left as open space, laid out with public 
gardens leading to embankments along the 
River Seine. The opponents of this scheme 
point out first that the cost to the city, which 
already has had to bear such heavy finan- 





Back view of bombed houses which boasted 
picturesque Elizabethan exteriors, but were 
often hovels of squalor within. 


cial losses in the war, would be overwhelm- 
ing. Second, 8 per cent of the business 
premises of Rouen were in the central area 
and there is urgent need for more office 
accommodation. 


M. Greber, the architect and town plan- 
ner, has prepared plans for the reconstruc- 
tion of this area. Rebuilding will be per- 


Ministere De L’ Information 







View of Rouen Cathedral showing temporary 
dwellings and shops which will be demolished 
when permanent buildings can be erected. 


mitted only to limited heights, so that the 
views of the Cathedral will not be blocked. 
The famous Arts Theater, which was com- 
pletely demolished, will be rebuilt on an- 
other site, further away from the Cathedral. 
so that the height of such a building may 
not obscure the view. The original theater, 


(Continued on page 48) 


















IMMEDIATELY 


AVAILABLE 


For All Types of Fire- ¥ 
Safe Building. For small 
homes, apartments, 
schools, hospitals, or 
any type of commercial a 
or industrial buildings, the Lith-I-Bar system 
aoe gg t — s , simplicity, minimum In 
work, therefore economy. 

Lith-1-Bar machine mete joist utilizes the exclusi" 
Lith-|-Bar method of elec- 
trically welded reinforc- 
ing. Wide range of sizes 
and lengths up to 36 feet. 





Wire, write or call to- 
day for location of your 
nearest licensed manufac- 
turer. 










LITH T-BAR ( 
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a Way to Reduce 
Home Building Costs ! 


Have you ever asked yourself “How can home 











building costs be reduced?” Now, that’s a practical ques- 


° ait . Ceco steel casements are precision engineered, 
tion—and here at Ceco we have an answer. Certain Ceco provide tighwer weadhessedl, Thay aine SOU 


26 24 > more light and allow controlled ventilation up 
products will reduce home building costs. Take steel win- to 100%. Easily washed outside from the in- 


side... no risky ladders. 
dows for example: They cost less installed, because there 
are no hidden costs to overlook, such as hardware, prime 
coat, accessories, additional labor costs. Then, too, steel win- 
dows last, and last, and last. There is no need for repair— 
they cannot rot ... they are bonderized and painted for 
protection against rust. And that goes for steel basement 
windows, too. Another way to save is provided by Ceco 
metal frame screens. Installed, they actually cost less than 
old-style screens, are factory finished—need no on-the-job 
painting, trimming or fitting. So, to reduce home building 
costs, recommend Ceco metal casements, basement windows, 


and metal frame screens. 





Note the trim appearance of Ceco metal frame 

We HY & e e  « 3 FY ¢ iz Cc fe)  ) screens. They come in standard types and 
e styles for every purpose. They are custom 

built from steel, bronze, or aluminum and are 


wired with rust-proof screen cloth. 
Ceco does more than design and manufacture fine 


construction products. Besides their wealth of technical 

engineering skill there is available construction knowledge 

gained by 35 years of experience on the job. In 23 offices \ J 
Strategically located from coast to coast, Ceco stands ready ) 


to help you reduce home building costs. Call on Ceco today! 





CECO STEEL PRODUCTS CORPORATION —{i,2):7<0707 basement windows are cas 
\-Bar system | = an peg easy to open and close. They are 
um “ ‘ ‘ esigned to provid ial or full ilati 
minim GENERAL OFFICES: 5701 West 26th Street, Chicago 50, Illinois lachebuscanate. Suinibidadionstineiiaeian 
the exclusit ri t jai 
aaa Offices, warehouses and fabricating plants in principal cities soem window aud erases Gey Gralagen: 





Steelforms ® Reinforcing Steel © Steel 
Joists © Roof Deck © Metal Lath ond 
Accessories ® Highway Products ® 


nakes the big dfrerenc 


aa, Partial list of other Ceco Products 
Combination All-Aluminum Storm-Panel- 
and-Screen for Wood Windows ® Meyer 


Corrugated Roofing 
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/GRAND RAPIDS 


SS  , ~- 


SASH BALANCE 


THE PRACTICAL SPIRAL 
SASH BALANCE 

/ Easy to operate .. . the 

touch of a finger is enough to 

/ raise or lower the ordinary sash. 

Easy to install . . . just drive 

} two fasteners and a screw, that's 

alll Easy to specify ... because 

a few standard sizes fit 95% of 

_ jobs. And it's the one balance 

that's ideal for repairing or mod- 

ernizing and for narrow trim and 

corner windows. Easy to sell... 

supported by national advertising to 

134,445,000 home-minded magazine 

readers. Tests in the laboratory and in 

thousands of homes assure smooth lifetime 
operation in all climates. 


Get Complete Installation Data 


See how Grand Rapids Invizibles save 
time and materials. Write TODAY for 
fully-illustrated specifications and instal- 
lation instructions. 


GRAND RAPIDS HARDWARE COMPANY 


558 11th Street, N. W. ° GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 





Quality Leaders in Sash Hardware for 50 Yeors 








GRAND RAPIDS SASH PULLEYS 


No. 103 face plate, cone bearing type 
and Nos. 175, 109, 110 sawtooth drive 
tyEe sash pulleys cover 95% of all sash 
pulley requirements. 
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where Taglioni danced in the romantic era, 
was reconstructed in 1882 according to the 
plans of the architect, Sauvegeot. M. Greber 
proposes that the theater site will be used 
for a lower building that will not compete 
in mass with the Cathedral. He also plans 
new streets to give a better view of the 
historic building known as Le Bureau 
de Finance, designed by Leroux in the six- 
teenth century and, fortunately, still intact. 


i 
\ 


Ah 


Dieses at 


Sithouette sketch of proposed rebuilding of 
cathedral area. New construction is kept low 
to emphasize height of cathedral spire, allow 
view from any direction. 


The famous old clock on the bridge across 
the Rue de Gros Horloge is also untouched 
and the new plans provide for various 
views from there, and the opening out of 
some of the charming little squares and 
Renaissance buildings which in the past 
have been hidden. 

It must be remembered, however, that 
Rouen is a city famous not only for Gothic 
churches, fifteenth century houses and art 
collections, but is also one of the busiest 
ports in France. It is one of the centers of 
French cotton manufacture and the chief 
town, with over 121,000 inhabitants, of the 
Department of the Seine Inferieur. Its re- 
planning is therefore being thought out with 
a view to its industrial future. 

Every visitor to Rouen must have been 
impressed by the contrast between the 
architectural treasures on the Right Bank 
of the River Seine and the ugly confu- 
sion of many of the industrial buildings 
on the Left Bank. All along the river side, 
the bombing of the port has led to wide- 
spread destruction. This is providing an 
excellent opportunity for replanning. There 
will be better zoning of industrial and com- 
mercial buildings and residential flats, and 
the provision of more playgrounds and open 
spaces. When these plans are carried out, 
the Seine at Rouen will become, as at Paris, 
the axis of a balanced city. 

. In short, out of the bombed ruins of 
a martyred city, the museum of such his- 
toric architecture as has survived the bombs 
is being preserved, a busy port is being re- 
built on a long-term plan and the regional 
capital of Normandy restored and enhanced 
in administrative convenience, beauty of 
layout and modern design. 


B. S. Townroe, Hon. A.R.1.B.A. 
Camberley, Surrey, England 


(Publisher’s Letter on page 52) 
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Alberene Stone Treads and Landings, Woodny 
Wilson High School, Washington, D. C., Nathan 
Wyeth, Architect, 


ALBERENE | 
STONE TREADS. 


For more than 40 years Alberene | 
Stone has been the choice for treads, 
platforms and floors subject to severe | 
daily use in schools, hospitals and 
public buildings. Its natural highly: 
toothed surface is safe, wet or dry. 
The selected, extremely hard Tread | 
Stock meets every requirement of 
durability, upkeep and appearance. 

The regular grade Alberene Stone 
is equally popular for toilet and 
shower compartments. Tongue-and: | 


, 











groove interlocking construction ptt | 
duces liquid-tight joints. Its light, 

blue-gray color is harmonious and | 
the stone is close-grained and prat 
tically non-absorbent and non-stailie 
ing. For complete data and sample 
please address Alberene Stone Cot 
poration of Virginia, 419—4th Avg 
New York 16, N. Y. Quarries af 
Mills at Schuyler, Virginia. Sales 
Offices in principal cities. 


ALBERENE STONE 


THE NATURAL STON 
OF DIVERSIFIED UTILI! 
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OWENS - ILLINOIS 


IWNSULUW2 


GLASS BLOCK 


Insulux Glass Block is a functional building 
material, designed to do many things other mate- 
rials cannot do, Investigate! 


Designed by Architects Holabird and Root, this 11-story unit 
of Illinois Bell Telephone Co.’s long distance switching center 
(already the world’s largest) will house intricate, costly equip- 
ment. Insulux will provide daylight, the insulation necessary 
for economical air conditioning, and help block out dust and 


dirt in this structure planned to be built at Clark and Congress 
Streets, Chicago, Illinois. 




















Glass block daylights unique building 


Wii an ease approaching magic, myriad 
calls from all parts of the world will 
pass through this unit of Illinois Bell Tele- 
phone Co.’s long distance switching center. 


The building and its equipment—repre- 
senting ten million dollars—have been care- 
fully designed for smooth operation and 
economical maintenance. One note-worthy 
bit of planning by Architects Holabird and 
Root was the selection of Insulux Glass 
Block. 


Insulux panels will not only bring in 
light, but provide good insulation. The 


result is lower cost air conditioning and 
heating operations. 


Maintenance, too, is less costly with 
Insulux. The panels are not subject to rust, 
rot or corrosion. Infrequent washing keeps 
them sparkling. No painting is required. 


Frequently Insulux Glass Block can make 
important contributions to efficiency while 
protecting processes and equipment in 
industrial and commercial buildings. For 
complete information write Insulux Prod- 
ucts Division, Owens-I]linois Glass Company, 
Dept, D-20, Toledo 1, Ohio, 
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Being pure white lead, Eagle RTU has 
traditional beauty and durability. 


2. It’s factory-mixed for new efficiency, 
goes to jobs in original containers. 
Hl 1. Eagle RTU’s fine brushing and hiding 


qualities make for easy application. 


2. 


Its smoothly gleaming coat gives lasting 
distinction to your buildings. 


1. Eagle RTU is favored by builders for its 


time-and-labor-saving convenience. 


2. 


It’s preferred by homeowners for its 
whiter white that stays white longer. 


1. Eagle RTU is pure white lead paint ina 
modern form. 


It is backed by Eagle-Picher’s 104-year- 
old reputation. 


2. 
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°] THE EAGLE-PICHER COMPANY 


R CINCINNATI (1), OHIO 
Since 1843. Member of the Lead Industries Association 


























Dear Reader: 


Because of the universal interest in the 
building situation in Germany, we pre- 
sent this report by a recently returned 
member of the Forum’s staff, Peter 


Blake —H.M. 


96.7 per cent of the City of Kassel on 
the northernmost tip of the U. S. Zone 
of Germany, was destroyed in 1943 in a 
couple of half-hour, 1.500 bomber raids. 
The City of Nuremberg, some distance 
to the south, was similarly blasted dur- 
ing those same months. Frankfurt on 
the Main, Headquarters City for the 
European Command (EUCOM), U. S. 
Army, is in pretty good shape: 40 per 
cent of it is still standing. Heidelberg 
is almost undamaged—one of the very 
few German cities in that condition. Its 


population, needless to say, has 


just 
about tripled with the influx of people 
from less fortunate cities. 

Margaret Bourke-White 





; at 
Nuremberg: Six shovels 


This is the grim story behind much opti- 
mistic talk about the job of rebuilding 
Germany. Since this job may partly fall 
to the U. S., American contractors had 
better realize that, where they may go. 
there will be little food, little shelter, 
and less production. 
a a 


Food, and 


vicious circle that hampers all German 


shelter, production,—the 


rebuilding. Construction workers are 


scarce. Since we control their wages 
at prewar levels and black market food 
prices are, of course, uncontrolled, car- 
penters and bricklayers prefer to do 
“black market” repairs for “black mar- 
ket” 
ers don’t live where they are needed 
most. They have taken off to live with 
their relatives in undamaged villages 
and well-stocked farmyards. 


wages. Moreover, German work- 


To get a 
carpenter into Kassel, you must first give 
to build that 
room, you must first get him into Kassel. 


him a room to live in: 


Supposing, however, that you have got 
German carpenter “A” where you want 
him — where are his hammer. nails. 
level, saws and, finally, his lumber? 
The answer is simply that they are not 


there. Because German workman “B.” 


who makes hammers, nails and saws, has 
also taken off to live with his uncle who 
is a farmer—since “B’s” house in Kas. 
sel was destroyed and there are no car- 
penters to rebuild it. And this is where 
we Came in. 
* *% * 

When the Buergermeister of Nuremberg 
was told last year to start cleaning up 
his city in earnest, he asked the Military 
Government (M.G.) for a few shovels. 
He had only six. When General Eisen- 
hower remarked during a visit to Frank- 
furt that he 
slowness of the rubble clearance pro- 


was disappointed at the 


gram, the Buergermeister there indicated 
in so many words that the General might 
see some progress if he came back in 
50 years. A champagne manufacturer 
in Frankfurt, who succeeded in building 
a new house, first had to swap dozens of 
kegs of green “champagne” for black 
market lumber. . . . 


* ” * 


Not all the outlook is bad. A prefabrt- 
cated steel house, manufactured in the 
British Zone, and some wooden prefabs 
made in the U. S. Zone, may soon be 
available to Germans under our new 
“reconstruct Germany” policy. Hereto- 
fore, these pre-fabs were made for export 
only, to pay for food imports, which 
M.G. considers an even greater need 
than shelter. To the Germans, U. S. 
Army Engineers have shown that, given 
modern equipment, a contractor can 
clear the rubble almost overnight. Still, 
many Germans feel that the current 
“peace” may produce some more rubble 


even before the existing wreckage is 


Peter Blake 


cd 





taken care of, a feeling which has con- 
tributed to much lethargy on the part of 
potential German rebuilders. 


So if you find yourself doing any Ger- 
man rebuilding in the near future, be 
sure to bring your own equipment, And 
bring along a good book for those weeks 
while you wait for “construction per- 
mits” and “Treasury licenses” that give 
you the right to pay a German carpenter 
without with the 


P.B. 


illegally trading 


enemy.... 
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“Modern manufacturing plants owe much of their attractive 


appearance to intelligent handling of metal windows. As elements 









of industrial design, their possibilities are unlimited.” 


Philip Will, Jr. 
of 
Perkins & Will 
Architects 
Chicago, Ili. 


For your copy of the Mesker Book of industrial Windows, 
write to Mesker Brothers, 4336 Geraldine Ave., St. Louis 15, Mo. 
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The Demand is for 


PRESTILE 





Fe, month, through Better Homes & 
~ Gardens, American Home and other magazines, 
_ more and more homemakers are learning about 
the advantages of using Prestile . . . the quality 
with its plastic beauty baked in. While 
are striving to meet overwhelming demand, 
ile continues to advertise as an aid to 
, contractors and architects. 

PRESTILE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
- 2860 LINCOLN AVE., CHICAGO 13, ILL. 


Sn lle Maiti... 
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Behind the scenes with FORUM contributors 





JAMES J. CHIARELLI graduated from the University of Washington 
in 1934, just three years before Partner PAUL KIRK. Before forma- 
tion of the partnership, Chiarelli worked for various architectural 
offices in Seattle and was field architect for a large housing project 
in Vancouver, Washington. Kirk was associated with Stuart and 
Durham on Federal Housing work, including community and 
school layouts. Design philosophy of the partnership: “To com- 
plement in architectural form how we live and think today” (p. 78). 


RALPH S. TWITCHELL’S designs dot the eastern landscape from 
New England to Florida (p. 85). He studied at Rollins, McGill 
and Columbia for eight years, followed up with two years in Europe 
and practical experience with Cross & Cross, Carrere & Hastings 
and Raymond Hood. He was a test pilot in World War I, a retired 
Colonel after No. Il. After winning the Rorimer Prize and gradu- 
ating from Auburn in 1940, Associate PAUL M. RUDOLPH entered 
Twitchell’s vk won a scholarship to Harvard. Rudolph’s three 
years in the Navy preceded their association in 1946. 


Dynamic, German-born, Swedish-influenced CARL KOCH studied 
under Walter Gropius at Harvard, received the Bacon Traveling 
Fellowship in 1938-39, established his own practice near Boston 
in 1939. In 1941 he became senior research technician for NHA, 
then did a turn’in the Navy during the war. His diverse talents 
have produced numerous modern houses (p. 90), including the 
Snake Hill group near Belmont, Mass. where he now lives, large 
housing projects, museums, office buildings, exhibitions, labora- 
tories, and even a Finnish bath. 


A Texan born and bred, whimsical O’NEIL FORD studied architec- 
ture via a correspondence course while working as a carpenter and 
house painter after three years at North Texas State College. He 
spent six years in the office of David R. Williams, then did several 
years of government housing work. His 2000-hour flying stint as 
a flight instructor during the war led to use of a plane by himself, 
Partner JERRY ROGERS and the personnel of their bucolic office 
near San Antonio in supervising projects (p. 96) abuilding 
throughout their roomy state. Rogers, an alumnus of Texas A.&M., 
Ford’s office, and the Army Engineers, became a partner in the 


firm in 1941, 
The work of genial EDWARD D. STONE needs no introduction to 


Forum readers. Born in Arkansas, he attended the University of 
that state, Harvard and M.1.T. He started practice in 1923, has 
designed countless modern residences (p. 102) and _ buildings, 
including World’s Fair structures, homes for various: publishing 
houses, government housing projects and, with an associate, the 
Museum of Modern Art. After two years as a Major in the Army 
Air Corps, he resumed private practice in New York in 1944, 

GEORGE FRED KECK, pioneer in radiant and solar heating, has 
confined his designing talents largely to single-family homes 
(p. 107). A staunch modernist, he was educated at the Universities 
of Wisconsin and Illinois, returned to the latter as professor of 
architecture in 1923 after a year overseas in World War | and 
employment by William Pruyn and D. H. Burnham. He was asso- 
ciated with Schmidt, Garden & Ernesen in Chicago, opened his own 
office there in 1926, is now in partnership with his brother, 
WILLIAM KECK. One of his best-known designs is his prefabri- 


cated solar house for Green’s Ready-Built Homes. 


The gloomy future predicted by conservatives for personable, 30- 
year-old GORDON DRAKE after construction of his first house in 
1937 has turned into a bright progression of modern houses, the 
latest of which is the Presley residence (p. 110). After attending 
the Universities of California and Hawaii, he worked as a drafts- 
man for Harwell Hamilton Harris, spent five years with Marine 
engineer troops in the South Pacific, He established his own office 
tm#&April 1946, promptly won a national award, now has a thriving 
practice in Southern California, 
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—at THE FL 
SWITCH! 








2+. again available! 
Wall-switch operation of ILG “Built- 
in” Kitchen Ventilators is back again! 
Encased, lubricated-for-life auxiliary 
motor, actuated by wall switch, 
opens or closes outer door, automati- 
cally turning fan on or off. Simple, 
safe, reliable, quiet—nationally adver- 


tised—tested and proved in thousands of installations. One of three 
sizes, eight models of ILG Electric Ventilators. Write for Catalog 
146, or phone nearby Branch Office (consult classified directory). 







AND AIR CONDITIONING 
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ee THE AIR YOU BREATHE SHOULD BE AS PURE AS THE WATER YOU DRINK 
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EvENING Courses IN Housinc, PLANNING AND Reat Estat 
will be given at Columbia University, New York City, during 
the coming fall and spring sessions. Seminar and lecture 
groups will be conducted by J. Marshall Miller, Planning and _ 
Housing Associate, Columbia University; Frederick Clark, 
Planning Director of the Regional Plan Association of New 
York City; Hugh Pomeroy, Director of Westchester County © 
Department of Planning; and Dewit Van Buren of the Home 
Title Guaranty Co. Registration for these courses is open 
September 18-24 
Tue University oF Nortn Carouina, Chapel Hill, N, 
announces the continuation of its Department of City nd 
Regional Planning established in 1946. This will confer 
degree of Master of Regional Planning. 
Tue Scoot or Rear Estate Practice at Boston Business 
Institute offers a two-year program including field studies! 
property law, principles of architecture and constructions 
appraisal and property management. Further information 
may be obtained from the school at 15 Commonwealth Ave, 
Boston, Mass. 


BUILDING PREVIEWS 


GEORGIA SCHOOL oF Tech 
NOLOGY has under construction’ 
a $4,000,000 student housing’ 
project which will include one” 
8-story structure containing 6 
apartments (see cut left) and! 
seventeen 3-story  buildingy 
providing 156 units, hese 
buildings—all of reinforced 
concrete construction — 

- give architects and engineersan. 
opportunity to study the cost and performance differences) 
between radiant and convector heating systems in multi 
story dwellings. Half of the 8-story apartment will be heated) 
by each method as will identical buildings in the 3-story group, 
Results will be checked after making allowance for exposut 
The North Carolina University Board of Regents is spon 
for this project which was designed by Stevens & Wilkir 
architects and engineers, of Atlanta, Ga. J. A. Jones 
struction Co. is builder. 


hig 





A New Tyre or Hosprrat for the Keeley Institute, Dwight 
Ill. (which specializes in the care and cure of alcoholics) 
undergo construction soon. Differing from the conventions 
hospital in that all its patients are ambulatory, this build 
will have 84 bedrooms, lounge, dining facilities for 
laboratory and medical rooms. Patients are free to come @ 
go at will, but the wings are so designed that constant vi 
control over all building elements can be maintained by 
man on duty. The reinforced concrete and brick struct 
will have radiant panel (Continued on page 0 








jae = In BOSTON, 
talk shifts to new building 


Those whose picture of Boston has been framed by Mr. 
Marquand had best prepare to raise their sights. Boston is 
getting ready to build, and to build on a scale that will 


| | a match, size for size, the other major U.S. cities—which is 
iEW ENGLAND BRIDGE (Proposed 


- ? ) Ss 7 l le 
Bruton Ktarbor —— 


We invite all of you to enjoy the fine experience of seeing 


. y our cities rebuilt. You may even learn to love the noise if 
TERN UNLGN, 230 Conese 3 Abed ions 7 ed - d 


as a 
4 


you think of it as a sort of economic and social symphony. 


The men who dominate this great nation-wide program— 
some 60.000 of them—will be too busy to watch the other 
fellows’ buildings going up. But they have a better way 
to keep their eye on what is significant in building. They 
take time to study a magazine once a month—the Forum. 
Long experience has taught them that ForuM. editors pick 
the best and the newsworthy, present it clearly, completely, 


correctly. 


Naturally, successful manufacturers of building products 
CARATS gOOOR, ba have discovered the Forum, too. Year after year after year 
more of their advertising dollars are spent in the Forum 


than in any other building magazine. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL 


FORUM 


MAGAZINE OF BUILDING 
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is buildi ; pe te “EveRbEAy SIRBET HOPSINGSLLE > 
I for JEWISH “O16 AGE HOME, QUebae Si. Building product manufacturers and their advertising agencies are invited to send for a new 
come @ “ + bouklet “SOMETHING HAPPENS. 
tant vist : : le le try 7 5 . . ‘ dddress: Tue Ancnrrecrusat Forum, 350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, New York 
ed by x j Oy gh meet og Re eo 2 a a 
structure oe ; y : x Si ’ pa 7 me “ ae, mt ; To those regularly engaged in any branch of building—design, construction, financing, distribution, 
n page © Ysa 2 Si Me oa SS etl ownership of management—the Forum (published monthly) is available at the professional rate of 
$5.50 (U.S. and Canada). Letterhead or other prouf of occupation must accompany orders, Sub- 


cription non professionals, $8.50 (U.S. and Canada). Foreign rates on application, 


Addressg, Tue Ancurrecrunar Forum 40 North Michigan Avenue, Chicage, Hl. 
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Should weuse 
Surface waterproofing r 





Will my basement 
stay dry 7 






What ts built-in 
water proofttg i 


Are your clients bombarding you with 
WATERPROOFING QUESTIONS? 


Sh Today more than ever before, the public—your 
s clients —are waterproofing conscious. For a ready 
reference, use Medusa Waterproofing literature. It 
tells the complete story of integral waterproofing, 
gives actual construction details, and shows why “built-in” 
waterproofing, made with Medusa Waterproofed Gray Portland 
Cement, is the best method to insure dry interiors. 


This “built-in” waterproofing makes waterproofing jobs easy. 
Just specify Medusa Waterproofed Gray Portland Cement*— the 
rest is automatic. That’s because this cement has a waterproof- 
ing material mixed-in at the mill during manufacture. This means 
concrete made with Medusa Waterproofed Cement has the water- 
proofing “built-in” all the way thru. Waterproofing can’t chip, 
peel, or crack because it is an integral part of the concrete. 
As long as there is concrete, there is waterproofing! 


And Medusa “built-in” waterproofing is inexpensive—much less 
than the cost of the surface coats and repair bills. It requires 
no additional time or labor. It is mixed and placed exactly 
as regular gray cements, has the same structural strength, but 
gives lifetime waterproofing as a bonus to your clients. 


Let Medusa Waterproofed Gray Portland Cement make your 
waterproofing job easy. Specify it for all below grade and all 
above grade concrete that must repel or retain water. Thousands 
of buildings—small homes to large plants, built in the past 
forty years—attest to the fact that Medusa “built-in” Water- 
proofing is lifetime waterproofing. 

Send a postcard for your free copies of “Integral Waterproofing Ex- 
plained” and “How To Waterproof Concrete, Stucco, and Masonry.” 





*Where Medusa Waterproofed Cements are not available, 
use Medusa Waterproofing Paste or Powder. 


MEDUSA‘ portianp cement co. 


1013 MIDLAND BUILDING: Dept."D” *CLEVELAND 15, OHIO 
“FIFTY-FIVE YEARS OF CONCRETE PROGRESS” 
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heating. Schweikher & Elting of Roselle, Ill. are architects; 
Thomas Shaver, consulting structural engineer; and Samuel 
Lewis & Assn., consulting mechanical engineers. 





Tue Lamont Liprary ror Harvarp UNIVERSITY undergradu- 
ates (sketch above) will provide facilities for about 400 
readers to circulate freely among its three floors of stacks. The 
air-conditioned, steel] and concrete structure will also house 
several large reading rooms, seminar rooms, study alcoves and 
additional storage space in the basement for 400,000 books. 
Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott, Boston architects, 
designed the library which will be finished in the fall of 1948. 


EXHIBIT 


“VISUALIZING THE Mopern House,” an exhibit at the Bertha 
Schaefer Gallery, New York City, centers about models, 
sketches and floor plans for four modern houses now under 
construction. It illustrates effective coordination of architec- 
ture with examples of current painting, sculpture, ceramics, 
textiles and furniture. Houses presented in the exhibit are by 
architects: Elder, Raymond & Breck; Jackson & Callender; 
Reisner & Urbahn (sketched below) ; and Edward Stone Asso- 
ciates. The interior designs as planned by Bertha Schaefer 
incorporate furniture by Ames, Gib- 
bings, Nelson and Wormley; paintings 
by Will Barnet, Ben-Zion, Siv Holme and 
Vasilieff; and sculptures by Wolfgang 
Behl, Wharton Esherick, Michael 
Lekakis and Seymour Lipton (photo, 
left). Supplementary landscape design 
hy Evelyn Poehler, and samples of wall- 
paper and draperies now on the market 
round out the presentation. After its 
New York showing from September 15 to October 11, the 
exhibit will be on view at the University of Virginia, Char- 
lottesville, Va. 








AWARDS 


Tue AMERICAN AcApEMy in Rome recently announced wil 
ners of the 1947 Rome Prize Fellowships, the first to be , 
awarded since 1940. The two (Continued on page 4) | 

















@ So you re convinced now that the building 
picture is really “modern”. But how do you 
personally feel about it? Do you still have 
some lingering fondness for the charm and 
solid comfort of the Astor and Vanderbilt 
mansions? Or are you a bright young fellow 


so you think the picture’s modern? 
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with brilliant new dreams? Well, there’s a 
bridge between . . . Kencork, pride of the rith 
at the century’s dawn and “discovery” of the 
smartest modernists today. 


Comfort? Man has yet to invent a floor or 
wall covering that offers so much. It provides 
the most resilient smooth-surface flooring 
known. It is wonderfully quiet underfoot. 
On floors and walls it acts as a sound wave 
“cushion”. It has definite insulating values, 
making rooms warmer in winter, cooler in 
summer. It is warm and dry to the touch and, 
being cork, just sheds water. It is naturally 
non-skidding. And it is so durable some forty 
year old installations are still perfect. 


But the modernists really use Kencork 
on floors and walls because it looks so very 
modern. The rectangular patterns formed by 
these tiles have the interesting yet “clean” 
lines so typically modern. They can be large 
or small as required. And the soft golden 
browns and leafy tans of these baked tiles 
add just the restrained color wanted, yet 
blend with any color of fabric or accessory 
used. On walls it even has tactile interest. 


Yes, Kencork is certainly modern—in fact, 
it’s the “newest” material preferred by many 
successful building men. Have you rediscov- 
ered Kencork yet? Ask your flooring contrac- 


tor—or contact your nearest Kennedy office. 


DAVID E. KENNEDY, INC. 
69 Second Avenve, Brooklyn 15, N. Y 
324 Fourth Avenue Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
1211 NBC Building Cleveland 14, Ohio 
1355 Market Street San Francisco 3, Cal. 


Bona Allen Building Atlanta 3, Ga. 
452 Statler Building Boston 16, Mass. 
58 E. Washington Boulevard Chicago 2, til. 


KENCORK 


{looted ard walle 
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Superior Guality 
and Durability 
in Bathe-Rite 


SHOWER CABINETS 


ASSURE YOUR CLIENT 
GREATER SATISFACTION 


Bathe-Rite Shower Cabinets offer you 
modern stream-lined cabinet beauty that 
compliments the finest bathrooms 
Quality, appearance, durability that means 
client satisfaction and enthusiasm through- 
out long years of service . . . A quality 
plumbing fixture with engineered design and construction fea- 
tures, light to handle and ship, saves time and labor on erection 
and installation. 





Showers for All Needs .. . 


The complete Bathe-Rite Line offers quality shower cabinets in 
all sizes, styles, prices to fit every time of need — in homes, 
hotels, clubs, institutions, public buildings, factories, tourist 
cabins, camps—all built to the same high standard of excellence 
; ° 

that has made Bathe-Rite quality the Write '! complete cat- 
leader in modern shower facilities. alog showing 

modern bathroom designs, 


Prices, materials and instal- drawings, and 
lation available from your = i%%#!!stion 

suggestions. 
plumbing contractor 





MILWAUKEE STAMPING CO. 


BATHE -RIT Leh. 


MA 


Ve Atia-laliia 
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architectural fellowships were given to Frederic Coolidge of 
Cambridge, Mass. and Charles Wiley of Chicago, Ill. Charles 
Currier of West Hartford, Conn. received a fellowship in 
Landscape Architecture. Walker Cain, New York architect, 
and Fred Edmondson, landscape architect of Middlebury, Vt., 
will join the Academy group this fall on fellowships previ- 
ously awarded but delayed because of the war. 


COMPETITION 

Contests IN Stace Set Design AND PLAYwRITING are being 
sponsored by the Philadelphia Art Alliance, a member of the 
American National Theater Association. Open to any pro- 
fessional or amateur within a 75-mile radius of Philadelphia, 
the contests offer prizes of $100 for first award, $50 for second, 
$10 honorable mention in each group. State set models (which 
may be of any classic or contemporary play) will be exhibited 
in the Art Alliance Galleries from November 17 through 
December 7, 1947, If in the opinion of the judges any plays 
(either one-act or three-act) are considered worthy, they will 
be recommended for professional production at the Experi- 
mental Theatre in New York. Deadline for submission of 
play manuscripts is October 15; for stage set models, 
November 16. Further information about any of the contests 
may be obtained from the Art Alliance, 251 South 18th St.. 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


CONVENTIONS 


THe ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING Society will hold a National 
Technical Conference in New Orleans, September 15-19. 
The program will include discussion of “Fluorescent Fixture 
Development” and “Correlation of Brightness Ratios and 
Decorations.” (Continued on page 70) 









ARCHITECTS: VOORHEES, 
WALKER, FOLEY & SMITH 











FURNITURE CO., INC. 


MANUFACTURERS 


SHOW ROOM 
































Presdwood is used extensively in construction of modern interiors. It 
combines a high degree of beauty, smart styling and practical utility. 


THE LEADING HARDBOARD 


MASONITE 


Reg. U. 8. Pat. OF. 





a 
ing 


Architects . . . designers . . . builders 
— here’s the material to fire your 
imagination! Time-proved Masonite* 
Presdwoods* combine beauty, dura- 
bility and strength — perhaps more 
useful characteristics than any other 
basic material. Unusual effects are 
possible when you use this versatile 
hardboard for curved surfaces. It 
takes an almost unlimited variety of 
finishes, too. Presdwood is made from 
natural wood, refined to a_ better, 
stronger, wonder wood. Its dense, 
smooth panels can be applied easily 
and quickly. Progressive lumber deal- 
ers have Presdwood — Untempered, or 
Tempered to extra hardness. For com- 
plete technical data, write Masonite 
Corp., Dept. AF-9, 111 W. Washing- 
ton St., Chicago 2, Tl. 


*Trade-morks Reg. U. 8S. Pat. Off. “‘Masonite’’ signifies 
hat Masonite Corporation is the source of the product. 
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FROM EXPLODED wood 
TO VERSATILE HARDBOARD 
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(nile Matched Set of 
CHROMEDGE 


Kia ta 
320-A At 


For all Gauges 
of coverings 
up to 12” 


You'll find trims for every need 
in the big line of over 450 
Chromedge stainless steel and 
extruded aluminum moldings. 
The matched series at right adds 
a modern, uniform finish to wall- 
board installations, on corners, 
wainscot, cove base, and wall 
paneling—/from floor to ceiling! 
Available for all wall and floor 
materials. Bright or satin finish, 
or in B & T’s “rub-proof” Chro- 
malite finish. 

New complete “Builder's Guide” 
to Chromedge 
moldings for % 
every purpose. Yq, 7 
Your copy of this  - 
planning aid is iv ‘Ss 
ready to mail as * 

soon as we hear 

from you. i Ae 


The B r 
Columbus 16, Ohio 


hrough Authorized Wholesalers Only 
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Metals Co. 





THE CONVENTION OF THE Society oF Motion Picture Enwi- 
NEERS at the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York, from October 20- 
| 24, will feature a Theater Engineering Conference and an 
Educational-Scientific Exhibit. 
WestcHester County, N. Y. will hold a Better Homes 
Exposition in White Plains Auditorium, October 14-19, 
Tue Nationa, Hotet Exposition will be on view at the 
Grand Central Palace, New York November 10-14. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Artuur Deam, Professor of Design at University of Penn- 
sylvania, has been appointed Chairman of the Department of 
Architecture. 
Marion Ross and THEODORE REYHNER have recently been 
named members of the staff of the University of Oregon School 
of Architecture. 

’ Ett CONSTANTINE is now a member of the architectural firm 
of O’Hara, Hedlander & Edson, Greenwich, Conn. 
WituiaM Epre AIA announces that he is associated with Bam- 
berger & Reid, 417 Market St., San Francisco 5, Calif. 
O. D. Pecora has been named Account Executive of the Store 
Department Unit of Ken White Associates, Industrial Design. 
ers, New York City. 
Bernard McRona cp is now General Sales Manager for Kurt 
Versen Co., lighting equipment firm, Englewood, N. J. 


NEW OFFICES 


W. W. Meyers RA and R. A. Kriver RA with F. D. ELLen- 
BERGER RE are associated in architectural practice at 407 Com. 


merce Bldg., Erie, Pa. (Continued on page 74) 











CONTEMPORARY 
LIGHTING 


| ENGLEWOOD,N. J. 
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BB... that meet the most rigid re- 


quirements for sanitation, yet retain the 
warmth and cheerfulness that benefit patients 
and staff alike .. . that’s the prescription for 
perfection in hospital interiors. Planning in- 
teriors that perform this double-duty service 
is easy—just specify Marlite plastic-finished 








MARSH WALL PRODUCTS, Inc. 
901 Main Street, 
DOVER, OHIO 





FOR CREATING BEAUTIFUL INTERIORS 














wall and ceiling panels. Wherever sanitary, 
colorful interiors are needed . .. plan now on 
modern, hygienic Marlite. Wide range of 
colors and patterns plus unusual flexibility 
of material give full freedom to your archi- 
tectural ingenuity. Although production has. 
reached an all-time high, the tremendous de- 
mand for Marlite makes it necessary to con- 
tinue to allocate deliveries for the present. 


PLASTIC-FINISHED 


WALL PANELS 
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With one-tenth the weight of other types of 
insulation - Cotton delivers a greater wallop 
in controlling heat or cold. That's the result 
of U. S. Department of Agriculture Laboratory 
tests in which Coffon met all challengers in 
the insulation field. 

Get the full, amazing story of lightweight, 
flameproof Cotton Insulation as it is being 
told to millions of home owners and builders 
through national magazines. Write today for 
your copy of ‘Featherweight, Flameproof 
Cotion Insulation’’ listed below. It's free. 


THE ABOVE ADVERTISEMENT WILL APPEAR 
IN SEPTEMBER ISSUES OF: 
American Home * House & Garden 


ALSO IN OCTOBER ISSUES OF: 
Better Homes & Gardens 
House Beautiful 

Small Homes Guide 


TOTAL CIRCULATION 
OVER 5% MILLION 


FREE / Send for your copy of the new 


folder ‘‘Cotton Insulation.’ It gives you many 
suggestions for dramatizing the powerful sales 
story of this amazing product. Address Na- 
tional Cotton Council, Box 18, Memphis, Tenn. 














CHLOETHIEL Wooparp SmitH AIA is resuming practice at 
814 Seventeenth St., NW, Washington 6, D. C. 

Atrrep Parker, architect, has opened an office at 2921 SW 
27th Avenue, Miami 33, Fla. 


Lioyp KNuTSsEN, architect, until recently Colonel in the 


U. S. Army, has resumed practice at 527 Hoeschler Bldg., 


La Crosse, Wis. 
JoserH Barrow, announces that he is practicing architecture 
at 713 West Illinois St., Urbana, Ill. 


LittiaAn Garrett has opened a studio for the design and 
handlooming of contemporary textiles at 5630 Blackstone, 
Chicago 37, Ill. 

CorTLAND ENGINEERING Co. is now in offices at 5 Beekman St., 
New York 7, N. Y. 

THe Watttom Construction Corp., general contractors, 
have opened a new office at 124 W. 30th St., New York, N. Y. 


WituiaMm Rarret, builder of scale models and dioramas, is 
now at 55 E. 9th St., New York 3, N. Y. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

Pace & STEELE, architects, announce the removal of their 
offices to 72 St. Clair Ave., W., Toronto, Canada. 

Van Doren, NowLanp & SCHLADERMUNDT announce that their 
New York City office is now located at 205 E. 42nd St. 
NorMAN Entwistte AIA is practicing at 56 North Hill Ave., 
Pasadena 4, Calif. 

PDA, industrial designers, are now located in the Chester- 
12th Bldg., Cleveland 14, Ohio. 

PREFABRICATED Home MANUFACTURERS’ INSTITUTE announces 
that its new address is 908 20th St. NW, Washington, D. C. 
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THE Moleta 


COLOR GuipE 


CARL OF 
MYSTERY 








Where, oh where, is the right color? You'll 

find a quick answer in the Moleta COLOR GUIDE. 
This handsome COLOR GUIDE gives a selection of 
150 beautiful colors to show your clients...each 
tint displayed on a large page (9" x 15") and 
shown in true-life, right-on—the-—wall effect... 
every tint from the palest to the darkest. And 
on the reverse of each sheet is given the 

exact mixing formula. 








Write for your copy of the Moleta 
COLOR GUIDE $5.00, delivered 
anywhere in the U. S$. A. 


MONROE, LEDERER & TAUSSIG, INC. 
606 N. American St. Phila. 23, Pa. 


Moletc 


ARCHITECTURAL 


FLAT OIL PAINT 
THE TRULY WASHABLE FLAT PAINT 
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The Architectural k ( R UJ M Magazine of Building 


SEVEN POSTWAR HOUSES 


HIS issue is devoted almost entirely to seven houses, all completed since the war, all in the 
owner-built, individually-designed, medium-price category, and all the work of mature ex- 
ponents of the contemporary school of architecture which has grown and flourished in the U. S. 
in the past fifteen years. As a group, they are undoubtedly the best houses of their kind this 
country has ever produced. They are more comfortable, more thoughtfully planned, more com 
pact, better lighted, more open and attractive, easier to care for. They are honest houses, designed 









































) to satisfy real needs simply and without sham. They cater to no picture-postcard rg for 
* | er a me, Mrn symbols of an earlier and—at least in retrospect—more secure ti y follow no 
ea eee are 
m TT eee Sir, = papy literary onan to Spain or medieval England. They seek no escape ~ he realities 
pal Ij yes in te suburban neighborhood in the year 1947. That the een built 
= all-in the past two years is somethings? an achievement. That they are sc trikin 
otitis of the validity of an approfch sO hyjkeing which The Foruy- 
pioned—and, to a considerable extent, influeyc¢d-Xrom jhe beginn# 
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ae | ii 
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a such He BCS BCGE 








We are aware, of co 
ers, and some ForuM 
this side of the “cowsBre 
Where, we would-like | 


colossal ultra-medertrt < = ¢aa] rane am 













nate tt end gereeaterty oo is issue 


orange ‘trates with inne sitio hi “super- 
chicken coop pattg which ssnlals have 














ad — complained of? Which’ bf. these" ropser | Pwerten in livableness,” da) shows a “preference 
Za = lal for the freakish and fantastic?” ‘And in‘ what respect do these designs eYiflence a tendency to be 
1] it wantin. p---- “different for the sake of being different?”* We would like to know. 


One threadbare contention which is finally ripped to shreds by the york shown here is the 
notion that big windows, low-pitch roofs and open planning are all right for California but out 
of place in other parts of the U. S. It is no accident that the designs 
evenly distributed across the map. Even more signifiaagigs the facythat each of the houses repre- 

ent work of not just one architect, but of a regen: pC gre up ff designers all working in much 
Sas femend that each such group conta Cait r" ong? £ everal outstanding firms. 
BS Pers i. Nini ipenying the preg Shey have been giving a 


l LBA Petron te pis x 7 : eir loc a deck | 12° f ong ; study has not only 
mn, signifidant Tocal #Origfions in room arr: ; Commi {UBeEehent, roof overhangs, 
and so on, but ha also raves age Fate 5 sotypes that have so 


hosen for this issue are so 
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fd glaring practical’ shorteon 
long passed as “traditjonal”jarchitecture. 


In fact, if there is ofe thing that pleases us more than anything else about the design trends 
the issue reveals, it is that the houses are so different in execution, and so alike in spirit. The 
Forum carries no torch for regionalism as an end in itself, but we are glad to see that the logic 
of a rational design approach produces a visibly different house in the hot, humid climate of 
Florida, the hot, dry climate of Texas, and the temperate, moist atmosphere of the Pacific North- 
west. At the very least, this indicates a breaking away from cliché that is more than welcome. 
Owner-built, individually-designed houses are, of course, only the yeast in the housing bread, 
but we are happy to report that a healthy new culture has been established. 


* All quotes are from readers’ letters. 
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a three-spoked plan which opens _ ‘ 


the view on all sides 





Our weather, moderate in most 
respects, gives us freedom to use large 
glass areas without excessive cold or 
excessive heat making them a problem. SEEN FROM HIGHER GROUND TO THE NORTHEAST, COVERED WALK LEADS 

fi On the other hand, our rainfall does 
demand certain protection such as suffi- 
cient overhangs. It is also desirable to 
have sheltered terrace areas to protect 
summer furniture in case of a sudden 
rain. As we do have a great deal of gray 
weather, we feel that we can use even 
stronger, clearer colors than in sunny 
southern climates. This was done on the 
Schueler house by staining the exterior 
siding red to match the Madrona trunks, 
and painting the soffits yellow to blend 
a | with field grasses around the house. ~* 
We have always felt that the terraces 
are better situated off a dining area than 
a living room. Because terraces in gen- 
: eral have constant circulation, they 
; should be located off rooms that have 
| floor surfaces’ withstanding either the 
| wet or the dirt tracked in and out 
' repeatedly, In the Schueler house the 
terraces all serve into the central dining 
hall-kitchen area surfaced with concrete, 
and the living room, which is surfaced 
with a heavy textured rug, is isolated 
from this circulation. Also, this prevents 
the porch furniture from blocking the 
view from the living room windows. 

With our abundance of wood, we have 
always felt that a northwestern house 
should acceni this to the utmost: the 
._ Schueler house is a good example, with 
all the walls and ceilings of fir plywood 
produced in Port Angeles. Exteriors are 
of native western cedar. 

James J. Curarecyi & Paut H. Kirk. 
Architects 
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P. A. Dearborn Photos 
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ACCESS TO THE HOUSE IS FROM THE CARPORT, AN EXTENSION OF THE SERVICE WING. 


¥ 


CURVED WALL SCREENS OUTDOOR LIVING AREA 


P. A. Dearborn Photos 


FROM CARPORT PAST WINDOWLESS WALL OF UTILITY ROOMS TO ENTRY HALL AT CENTER OF THE HOUSE. 


BEDROOM WING IS IN FOREGROUND 
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CHIARELL! & KIRK, Architects GORDON LYNCH, General Contractor Chronic splendor of the northwestern landscape notwithstanding. 
a site like this is an unusually fortunate one. Approach is from the 
south across a 20-acre, hay-covered plateau to a dominant knoll rising 
to the north end of the meadow. The knoll is fringed with windswept 
firs, drops in a precipitous 300 ft. bank to the Straits of Juan de Fuca 

OWNER’S STATEMENT: on the north and Morse Creek on the east. The top of the knoll is level 

We are particularly pleased with the so that building the house on a slab was a natural solution and one 

way the living, cooking and sleeping that concurred with the owners’ desire to avoid changes in floor level. 

areas are zoned and still tie together The radiant plan was worked out to incorporate a 360-degree view, 
smoothly, and the way the views are which takes in the magnificent Olympic Mountain range and the small 
brought out to so great an advantage and town of Port Angeles as well the dramatic seascape. 

in such dramatic fashion. The house was designed for a doctor, his wife and two daughters, 

Lawrence A. ScuHuecer, M.D. and consists of a living room, dining room, breakfast room and bar, 
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IN-LINE BEDROOMS FACE WEST, OPEN ON A LAWN SHARED BY LIVING AND DINING ROOMS. EXTERIOR FINISH IS OF MASONRY AND RED CEDAR 


a combined kitchen and laundry, greenhouse, storage and furnace 
room complete with a cold storage plant. 

Rough-sawn vertical cedar siding, stained a red brown, is used on 
the exterior in combination with tawny yellow split brick. The soffit 
and most of the trim is painted chrome yellow. Living room sash is 
painted rust color. All windows are fixed with louver panels beneath 
for ventilation. 

Two types of roof construction are used. On the living-dining wing 
the roof slopes mildly up from the center of the house giving almost a 
story and a half at the chimney end. The bedroom and service wings 
have mildly pitched valley roofs 
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GHIARELLI & KIRK, Architects GORDON LYNCH, General Contractor 


The unique plan which offers an unlimited visual scope divides the 
three areas of the house more definitely and dramatically than would 
be possible with a more conventional layout. The entrance hall is the 
heel of the plan. Both the living and sleeping wings enjoy three 
exposures. 


One of the factors in the owner’s decision to settle in this part of the 
country was the splendid opportunity for hunting and salt water fish- 
ing, at which both he and his wife are experts. This interest accounts 
for the rather unusual combination of a gun-dressing room in the 
owner's suite. It was designed with access from the outdoors to avoid 
tracking wet gear through the rest of the house. Natural fir plywood, 
characteristic of the region, is used as interior finish in the living room, 
hall, kitchen and bedrooms. 
laundry unit at one end. Predominant colors are greens, rust and 
yellow. Furniture was designed by Paul Laszlo. 


The long, narrow kitchen contains a 
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SECTION B-B 
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FORM A CUL-DE-SAC IN CIRCULATION 


TREATED AS A UNIT, 
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P. A. Dearborn Photos 
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MAIN LIVING-TERRACE IS ON THE SOUTH SIDE. 
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OWNGER’S SITTING ROOM HAS BUILT-IN DESK] AND 
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CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE 


STRUCTURE: Exteriod walis—red cedar, building paper, fir ship- 
lap, insulation; inside—fir plywood. Floors—concrete slab. Ceilings 
fir plywood. ROOF—4-ply built up, asbestos cap sheet. Roof drains 
—Josam Mfg. Co. INSULATION—rockwool. WINDOWS: Sash— 
wood. Glass—Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Co. FLOOR COVERINGS: 
Kitchen and bathrooms—rubber, Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. 
WALL COVERINGS: Main rooms—plywood. Bathrooms—Masonite 
over plywood, Masonite Corp. PAINTS—A. C. Horn Co. and Bens 
Chemical Co. HARDWARE—Schiage Lock Co. KITCHEN FAN— 
West Wind Corp. LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT: Washing machine 
and drier—Bendix Home Appliances, Inc. BATHROOM EQUIP. 
MENT—American Radiator-Standard Sanitary Corp. HEATING— 
hot water radiant system, copper coils in slab. Boller, burner and 
water heater—Alien Copper Coil Co. 


B4 ~The Architectural FORUM September | 947 


BOOKCASES. 









CHIARELL!I & KIRK, Architects 





GORDON LYNCH, General Gentracter 


P. A. Dearborn Phatos 








GOOD CARPENTRY TYPIFIES INTERIOR FINISH 


BEDROOMS HAVE WALL-TO-WALL GLAZING 









; ° 
This is a climate of high humidity and Small house In Southeast 
soft sun, of sea breeze by day and land 
breeze by night, with rainy summers 
and dry, sunny winters, True “modern” ° d . d f h - i} ° 
 enaee fits the climate in every 1S esigne or ot humid climate 
” Sliding glass walls with wide over- 
hangs, ventilated masonry walls that 


9 


lated roofs that do not hang down over 
windows to darken them, masonry floors 
that are on the ground, dry and termite- 
free, permitting the out-of-doors and sun- 
shine to be one with the protection and 
personal conveniences of a dry, well- 
arranged interior—these are the “musts” 
of a “House for Florida Living.” 


ngayon built with breathing concrete walls | 


Ratpu S. TwitcHe.., Architect 
Pau. M. Rupotpna, Associate 


SCREENED PORCH FACES WEST ON NAVIGABLE BAYOU, ENJOYS EXTENSIVE THREE-DIRECTIONAL VIEW AND PREVAILING DAYTIME BREEZE 
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SCREENS 


HAS SAME EXPOSURE AS LIVING ROOM 
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Lela 


ELIMINATES NECESSITY FOR SLIDING 
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SCREENED PORCH ACTS AS LIVING ROOM SUN SHADE, 


STUDY WITH BUILT-IN 
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RALPH S. TWITCHELL, Architect; PAUL M. RUDOLPH, Associate 
ASSOCIATED BUILDERS, INC., General Contractor 


Located on filled land between one of Sarasota’s salt water inlets and 
a cedar grove, this small, economical house was tailored to the site’s 
unusual amenities, Florida’s warm, humid climate and last year’s 
material shortage. 

The plan includes a large screened porch which shields the living 
room from the western sun and adds immensely to its apparent size. 
During most of the year the sliding glass doors are left open day and 
night to capitalize on Gulf breezes. The office-study is conveniently 
placed for private outside access and for use as a guest room. At the 
rear of the house, the master bedroom faces the cedar grove, the morn- 
ing sun and the prevailing night breezes. Similarly oriented, the 
kitchen enjoys easy access to hall, dining space and garage. 

To foil Florida’s notorious termites, a concrete slab was poured on 
grade. Selected for its coolness, durability and cleanliness, the ter- 
razzo floor finish contains white and coral colored marble chips which 
reproduce the warm gray appearance of native beaches, an effect 
which is enhanced by the natural color of the concrete block. The 
warm gray tone of the sand-finished ceilings, obtained by the use 
of red plaster sand, is repeated on the plywood soffits of the 
roof overhang, painted a soft gray tinted with red lead. Plywood par- 
titions are painted to match the concrete and then surfaced with a 
dull varnish. Even the gravel on the built-up roof and the curtains 
were selected to carry out the soft gray color scheme. This careful 
attention to color creates an effect of spaciousness and complements 

- the exterior and interior use of unfinished concrete block—a material 
selected for its economy and availability. 






























OW NER’S STATEMENT: 

I have lived in apartments all my 
life, have never owned a home of my 
own. I wanted a house that would 
be different from what I was accus- 
tomed to see in Florida—one with 
plenty of light (because my hobby is 
painting), roomy, cool and compact. 
That is just what I got. The house 
is always cool—l never know the out- 
side temperature until I go out. As 
it is right on the water and all glass 
is on that side, | have a beautiful 
picture facing me all the time. 

The natural concrete block inside, 
tinted just the least bit, and the light, 
almost-natural plywood together with 
the terrazzo floors give the house a 
cool feeling throughout. All my 
friends who contemplate building 
make sketches of various parts that 
they want to incorporate in their new 
homes. 

ALEXANDER S. HarKAVY 


BEDROOM OPENS TO WOODS AND NIGHT BREEZE 


CHIMNEY WALL OF LIVING ROOM HAS WOOD BIN 
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RALPH S. TWITCHELL, Architect; PAUL M. RUDOLPH, 


Associay ; 
ASSOCIATED BUILDERS, ING., General Contractor 
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ROOF OVERHANG, SHIELDING PORCH FROM SUN, SLOPES UP TO ADMIT MAXIMUM LIGHT TO LIVING ROOM 
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To create a decorative tiled effect, concrete block walls were laid with 
vertical joints aligned. Claimed to be hurricane-proof, they are 
strengthened by 14-in. steel rods laid horizontally in every third course. 
Moreover, corners are poured full of concrete and reinforced with 
two 14-in rods tied to the floor slab and the reinforced concrete wall 


lintel. 
Walls are ventilated to prevent moisture penetration and the forma- 


tion of mold and mildew, a common Florida scourge. This was accom- 
plished by keeping the center web sections of the block free from 
mortar and by venting the walls top and bottom. 


CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE 


FOUNDATION—reinforced concrete, Florida Portland Cement Co. STRUC- 
TURE: Exterior walis—concrete block, Anti-Hydro Waterproofing Co.’s 
transparent waterproofing. Floors—reinforced concrete with terrazzo finish. 
Ceiling—plaster on metal lath, National Gypsum Co. ROOF—felt, tar and 
gravel, Barrett Div., Allied Chemical & Dye Corp. INSULATION: Roof— 
4 in. rockwool, Johns-Manville. WINDOWS: Sash and screens—aluminum 
casement, ABC Steel Equipment Co., Inc. Glass—double strength and plate, 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. PAINTS—O’Brien Varnish Co. and Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass Co. DOORS—Paine Lumber Co., Ltd. HARDWARE—Schliage 
Lock Co. ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION: Wiring system—conduit and 
flexible cable, National Electric Products Corp. Switches—toggle, Hart & 
Hegeman Electric Co. Fixtures—Kurt Versen and General Lighting Co. 
KITCHEN EQUIPMENT: Range—electric, Hotpoint, Inc. Refrigerator— 
Phitco Products, Inc. Sink—stainless steel, Tracy Mfg. Co. Cabinets—Mullins 
Mfg. Corp. and Palley Mfg. Co. Fan—llg Electric Ventilating Co. BATH- 
ROOM EQUIPMENT—Crane Co. Shower—Speakman Co. Cabinets—Hoegger, 
inc. HEATING: Electric wall-type space heaters with fan in each room, 
Rheem Mfg. Co. 


PORCH, LIVING AREA AND DINING SPACE ARE ONE BIG ROOM WHEN GLASS DOORS ARE PUSHED ASIDE. NOTE REFLECTED LIGHT FROM WATER 
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Northeastern solar house is compact, 
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economical, relies on architectural | 





restraint to conform to its locale 
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FINE OLD TREES SHELTER INFORMAL TERRACE OUTSIDE LIVING ROOM, CONTRAST APTLY WITH HORIZONTAL LINES OF House 


Ezra Stoller 
Courtesy McCail’s 























Yew England has probably the best 
building traditions in the country. The 
existence of many old houses is 
at least partially due to their being so 
well built. Constructien has been mainly 
of wood and despite expensive mainte- 
nance and the presence of termites 
throughout the region, a prejudice in 
its favor continues. Masonry construc- 
tion is in general use, too, but the severe 
climate prevents its being entirely satis- 
factory. A New England house musi 
weather a wide range of temperatures— 
heavy rain and snowfalls, frequent seri- 
ous storms. The land’s rocky subsurface 
presents difficulties in building but, 
despite its obvious economy, many peo- 
ple still dislike the idea of basementless 
houses. 

The uneven landscape makes stand- 
ardization of plans very difficult—the 
Nichols house is one of the few we have 
done on one level. 

Cart Kocn, Architect 


FIELDSTONE WALL CARRIES THROUGH FROM LIVING ROOM TO TERRACE, FURTHER INTEGRATING 





Indicative of the wide appeal of this house is the fact that McCall's 
magazine has adopted it as a pet project, will publicize it extensively 
in a forthcoming issue. Like many other people, the owners were not 
particularly enthusiastic about contemporary architecture but at the 
same time realized they could not build a Cape Cod cottage that would 
supply all the light and air they wanted, nor provide a comparable 
amount of space for the money. After living in the house they are 
extremely pleased with the large windows which make the most of a 
pleasant country view, give them sun in winter, protection in summer. 

Despite the relatively conservative character of the design, in plan 
and execution the house is up to the minute. Indoor-outdoor living 


‘has been stressed as much as is feasible for the climate, while com- 


pact planning of the balance of the house permitted the generous 
dimensions of the living-dining area within a limited budget. Further 
increasing the spaciousness of this room is a ceiling which follows 
the contours of the gently sloping roof. Two of the three large panes 
of glass are fixed. However, for the region, one sliding panel provides 
an ample opening and cross ventilation is furnished by two small 
windows flanking the kitchen door. The living room, located on the 


opposite side of the house from the approach, is oriented to the south 
and east. 


INDOOR-OUTDOOR SPACE 
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GARL KOCH, Architect HANS TOBIASON & BROS., Contractors 


One of the neatest features of the house is the dining table which 
slides into the kitchen for setting and can also serve as additional 
work space or for eating in the kitchen. In clearing the table, this 
procedure is reversed. The stones for the fireplace and foundation 
all came from the site—were lovingly hauled to the mason by the 
owner himself. With the exception of the storage cabinets and book- 
shelf to the left of the fireplace, living room walls are plastered. The 
saddle of the roof, located a few feet forward of the hearth, creates 
a subtle spatial division, works admirably in the foyer and entrance 
to the bedroom wing. Slate used at the entrance and carried a few 
feet into the living room from the terrace is combined with painted 
concrete flooring which holds the radiant heating coils. 

Except for the large kitchen window, the north side of the house is 
pretty well closed off from the approach. It is lit by high strip glaz- 
ing. Dotted lines on the plan indicate how the house can be 
expanded. Although only one additional toilet is anticipated, the two 
future bedrooms will be equipped with washbowls. The entry will 
be extended and a coat closet installed in the existing storage room. 


KITCHEN is jaid out in a rectangle 
with the movable dining table occu- 
pying the center of the room. Both 
stove and sink are located under 


large picture windows. Storage and 





utility room is accessible only 





through the kitchen. Master bed. 





room (right) has built-in storage 


facilities. 


STRUCTURE: Exterior walis—concrete block, 1 in. air space, wood furring; 
waterproofed with asphalt paint, Flintkote Co.; inside—Rocklath and plaster, 
U. S. Gypsum Co. Floors—Vermont slate waxed and concrete painted, Cali- 
fornia Stucco Co. ROOF—asphalt roofing, Flintkote Co. INSULATION: 
in. rockwool on Vaporseal, Celotex Corp. 

The Donley Bros. Co. WINDOWS: Sash—Hope Windows, inc. Weather- 
hamberlin Co. of America. Glass—Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. 

FLOOR COVERINGS: Living room—carpet, Bigelow Sanford Carpet Co., Inc. 


+ doore—Crawford Door, Ltd. 
. General 


ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION: Wiring—BX. 


Electric Co. BATHROOM EQUIPMENT—American Radiator- 


A. M. Byers Co. Boiler—Bryant Heater Co. 


par iter Co. 


FIREPLACE: Damper— 


inoleum, Armstrong Cork Co. DOORS—Paine Lumber Co. Garage 
ars-Roebuck. KITCHEN EQUIPMENT: Range and refrigerator 
haar rd Sanitary Corp. HEATING—hot water radiant system, wrought iron 


Grilles—H. A. Thrush & 
PY oats Regulator—Minneapolis- Honeywell Regulator Co. Water heater—Bryant 
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Ezra Stoller Photos 
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ae 44" Furring- 
2x8 Rofters—/6°0-C 


a CARL KOCH, Architect 
OWNER’S STATEMENT: ass Plaster on gypsum loth : 
The adi h % k 4 ll f Removoble 44° boord screwed to block ng HANS TOBIASON & BROS., Contr : 
radiant heating worked very we 


once we got it properly adjusted. At 

first the living room became too warm 

when we had enough heat to warm 

the bedrooms and give us hot water 

but this was remedied by installing Adjustable beveled 
valves which regulated the living hardwood strips 
room temperature ... We like the liv- Fixed glass 

ing room window panels as they are 

—two fixed and one movable. But if Sliding gloss \ Interloclsipg 
we had it to do over | think we'd u | Xt caniguel i 
have all fixed panels and a conven- t] LL, 7 
tional-type door. The movable panel Siting sarees doar ui H a Caulking 

was expensive and the required 4 Senden © enerete beck 
weatherstripping makes it a little n |e E 

hard to move. HORIZONTAL SECTION 


. Weat i i 
One of the things that worked out rer Nps Flagstone (Liv-rm fl-) 


surprisingly well is the flooring. [024 > AZAR 


Plaster on gypsum lati» 


a g/ass door 
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Fixed glass ——— 
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Edge of mos mry | 


ng screen door 


We were afraid it would be uncom- : 
fortably hard and that the dark green . +———Heating cor/ 
rubber paint would wear off—but 
neither happened. It’s very good- 
looking and comfortable. : 1:6'Strip asphalt 

We're very fond of having ceilings to BO impregnated fiber boerd 
that follow the roof lines—the rooms VERTICAL SECTION—LIVING ROOM WALL 
are airier and look larger. It is an 
economical idea, too. 


OUTDOOR EXTENSION OF STONE FLOORING HELPS OFFSET BLEAKNESS OF THE 
L. V. B. NicHoLs 
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SERVICE DOOR IS AT EAST END OF HOUSE. KITCHEN HAS TWO LARGE WINDOWS—ONE ON THIS SIDE, ONE FACING NORTH 
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In the tradition of the Southwest, this 





San Antonio house offers maximum comfort despite 


hot, dazzling summers and sharp winter cole 





Our section of Texas is extremely con- 
servative. There is hardly a person who, 
if he thinks of houses at all, doesn’t have 
a head full of “Spanish Colonial,” 
“Texas Ranch Style,” “Greek Revival,” 


_ete. This is understandable when one 


sees such fine examples of these tradi- 
tions in the missions, the early urban 
mansions and in the old German towns 
near San Antonio. But few architects have 
made any effort to move toward a com- 
parably progressive architecture of and 
for today, and our speculators do just 
what is done in Kansas City and Jersey 
City. As a matter of fact, 1 know of no 
section of the U. S. where there is sucha 
hodge-podge of nondescript and unsuita- 
ble habitation. Not even the local tradi- 
tion of simple houses of stone or caliche 
blocks has been regarded. Instead, there 
has arisen a new tradition that is gener- 
ally characterized by “peanut-brittle 
rock work”—angular and pointed flat 
stones laid up flat against sheathing. 
During the twenties and thirties almost 
no houses were built with the very neces- 
sary wide overhangs; most were big and 
square and porchless—and pompous. 
The good reason for shutters on the old 
Aouses was forgotten. 

This has happened everywhere, but 
somehow it seems more ludicrous 
in Texas where the climate is such 
a real challenge—where even casual 
analysis demands certain fundamental 
approaches and solutions—where tradi- 
tional architecture was not “Spanish” 
but simple, straightforward small houses 
that were built to stand against intense 
heat, bright sun, torrential rain (on occa- 
sion) and bitter cold that comes quickly. 

. We look with envy and amazement at 
the very arbitrary placing of rooms as 
regards orientation in the California 
houses. Our latitude is the same as the 
northern Sahara and the sun is very 
bright. The wide-brimmed cowboy’s hat 
is not an accident—likewise, roof over- 
hang is essential. The great cumulus 
clouds bring heavy blowing showers on 


hot days when windows must remain 
open—another good reason for roof 
overhang. 

If there is any breeze at all, one can 
be pretty comfortable in hundred-degree 
weather, provided the house has ade- 
quate openings. However, they must not 
be finished with great sheets of fixed 
glass on the southeast breeze side. Nor 
can we indulge in unprotected glass or 
openings on the west—we must shut out 
the hot afternoon sun as completely as 
possible. 

Solar heating—or solar assistance to 
heating—is quite difficult, and very fine 
points must be drawn in the design of 
openings and overhangs. While the 
Texas sun has not yet reached a safe 
high angle in March, temperatures some- 
times exceed 80 degrees during that 
month. In September, the sun is again 
getting down to a low angle, but it is 
still quite hot—with the temperature 
often as high as 95 degrees. Therefore, 
the early morning sun that cuts the early 
chill and adds cheer to the “far side” of 
rooms is about all of the direct sun we 
can allow in the house. Although sev- 
eral days this past winter found San 
Antonio and South Dakota reading the 
same 18 degrees, “cold spells’ are short 
and hardly justify the expense of mova- 
ble slatted overhangs that will accommo- 
date our violently variable winters and 
very long summers. 

Without air conditioning, Texas 
house planning is difficult. Every effort 
must be made to get the precious south- 
east breeze into all rooms. The use of 
large exhaust fans is a splendid supple- 
ment when there isn’t any breeze. This, 
however, permits only selective breezes, 
and free movement of the people from 
room to room becomes a problem, The 
attic fan is most useful on hot nights or 
during an evening of entertainment when 
all openings are closed except those in 
the occupied rooms. 

O’Nett Forp & Geran R. Rocers, 
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ENTRANCE HALL has Iatticed ceiling above which is a large 
quiet ventilating fan. Beyond solid entrance doors—closed 
only in cold weather—are heavy, louvered summer doe 


screened on the inner face. They give privacy, admit b 





























ON GARDEN FRONT, THE HUGE SCREENED PORCH ACTS AS FUNNEL TO TRAP COOL SOUTHEAST BREEZE, HAS HEATED FLOOR FOR COOL DAYS 
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LIVING ROOM 


FOUNDATION FRAMING consists of concrete piers and 


grade beams which are poured integrally into mono- 


2 
: 
a 
BED ROOM Z | 
lithic frame. This frame carries all load-bearing cavity 
brick walls. Concrete floor slabs are poured separately. 








ON STREET FRONT, OPEN CARPORT BLOCKS HOT WESTERN SUN, SHIELDS BOTH FRONT AND i 
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Although engaged to design this Texas house n 
it was nothing more than a in the clients’ eye, 
Architects Ford and Rogers refused to put pencil 
to tracing paper until the McNeels had bought a lot. “You 
can’t design a hypothetical house,” is the way Ford puts it. 
“All that does is create a lot of preconceptions which later 
have to be unravelled.” A definite piece of land was thus 
acquired, an inside lot which was level, faced north, and 
had no particular outlook. It was 75 ft. wide, 135 ft. deep, 
and zoning required a 30 ft. setback along the street front. 
On this plot the architects were to build a house whose 
controlling factors were to be year-round comfort and 


2 easy housekeeping. Both have been neatly accomplished. 






The siting and floor plan of the house are such that all 
rooms are exposed to the prevailing summer breeze from 
the southeast—of critical importance in this land of low 

idities but high temperatures—and to early mornipfg 
sutghine. The screened living porch and terrace 
rear af the house achieve both breeze and privac 


the serWge areas along the west act as buffer 
blistering western sun and cold winter winds 


were selected fox ease of cleaning: floorgAre of waxed cork 
tile, concrete pa ee tile; walls gfe brick, plaster or 















Sumi \ ~~ 
‘waxed wood. There are no pa trim 


_ fan above the entrance hall ceiling which can evat 



























doors are flush. This same determination to reduce du 
to the minimum led to rgplacing furniture as mue 
possible with built-in stérage units. Kitchen counters al 
all table tops are syffaced with laminated plastic. Eve 
the draperies and/upholstery fabrics are rough-texturel 
dye-fast cottonsAvhich wash or clean easily. 

No effort has been spared to make the house comfortable 
the year gfound. Its fenestration is designed to trap® 
much ofthe prevailing breeze and to exclude as much si 
s possible. Its plan is designed for natural cram 
ilation. This is supplemented by a large 42-in. 
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air from any or all of the principal living rooms, @ 
smaller exhaust fan for utility room and kitchen. 
winter heating, the McNeel house employs an oil-4it 
system working through hot-water coils embedded in@ 
crete floor slab. i 
Structurally, the house is straightforward and effect 
It rests on a monolithic system of concrete piers and gm 
beams which carries 9 in. cavity brick bearing walls. 
heated floor slab rests on gravel fill. Ceiling lines fol 
roof framing throughout, except in entry where the 
room clerestory is continued to house main ventilating ™ 
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ured CLERESTORY GIVES LIVING ROOM ADDED LIGHT, VENTILATION 
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O’HEIL FORD & JERRY ROGERS, Architects 
MITCHELL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, General Contractors 


OW NER’S STATEMENT: 

My husband always had a yen for a 
sort of Southern Colonialness; 1 was 
intrigued by ranch style because I 
had lived for a while on a ranch. 
Along with about ninety-nine per 
cent of the American public, we were 
concerned with deciding on a house 
type. Then we saw Tomorrow’s 
House in a bookstore, read it to each 
other and anyone else who would lis- 
ten, dropped our widely diverse ideas 
like hot rocks and knew modern was 
the best for both of us. 

AMPLE STORAGE SPACE is a feature of every room in the We knew there were certain 
things we wanted the house to do for 
us, but hadn’t the vaguest idea what 
it should look like—which was a good 
thing, as we had to overcome no pre- 
conceived ideas of appearance. We 
wanted a lot on the south side of the 
street so we could live at the rear in 
privacy—the only thing in a part of 
the country where so many months a 
year are spent outside. We wanted 
clerestory windows; so did Mr. Ford. 
And there are many more such exam- 
ples of agreement. In every case of a 
decision on materials, the one easiest 
to mop, clean or dust was the one 
selected. We have no servant, and 
there are many things | would rather 
do than dust bric-a-brac or clean 
woodwork. 


house. Mrs. McNeel finds that this saves floor space, facili- 
tates cleaning, contributes to neatness. 





OQ The Architectural FORUM September | 947 





Not that we went around in @ 
aura of blissful accord—we had some 
pretty hot discussions, but few fights, 
However, the principle we were all 
working toward usually benefited by 
these arguments. One thing we never 
specified was the exterior appearance, 
but the manner in which the archites 
has put it all together is com 
attractive, unusual and extremely 
satisfying to us. 

Bill’s favorite room is the Utility 
room where his workbench 
although his inhabiting it is seyj 
a matter of mood. My favorite 
is the kitchen, which was tailor. 
to fit my working requirements 
habits. Mr. Ford endeared hi 
me by saying on our first consulta 
‘Let’s put the kitchen in the mis 
place in the house,’ which he did, 
has windows on the south, on thes 
porch, a double-action door inte 
living room and a sliding door 
the utility room near the back 

With good ventilation, a view, az 
tric stove that reduces heat, a 
place, and the built-in sofa 
cabinet, the kitchen is the most 
stantly used, visited and appree 
room in the house. From June 
September, the screened-in porch) 
a close second. 


Mrs, WituraM D. Me 
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ARCHITECTS’ SELF-CRITICISM: 


We made certain mistakes, eitht 
because of immediate problems or 
well, just mistakes. We especially 
dislike the muntins in the windows, 
but couldn’t get large panes at tht 
time. Some details, such as window 
frames and outside trim, seem i 
coarse; and I wish we might hate 
held the window sill in east bath@ 
same level as bedrooms. The rail 
and slides of jack-knife doors # 
needlessly wide and bulky but # 
didn’t know what warping stram 
would be exerted in lifting them... 
I don’t like the lowered hearth d 
the living room fireplace. It uses 
much room, is a romantic idea mot 
suitable to a weekend lodge. Neither 
do I like the arched opening {left} 
as it suggests a center line W i 
doesn’t exist. 








CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE 


STRUCTURE: Exterior walis—9 in. cavity brick wall 
with wire ties, brick finish inside and out. Floors—5 in. 
concrete slab; coloring, Master Builders Co. ROOF— 
4-ply built-up tar and gravel, The Texas Co. INSULA- 
TION: roof—4 in. rockwool batts, Texrock Insulation Co. 
WINDOWS: Sash—steel casement and projected, Hope 
Windows, Inc. Glass—double strength, quality A, Libbey- 
Owens-Ford Glass Co. FLOOR COVERINGS: Main rooms 
—Kencork, David E. Kennedy, Inc. WOODWORK: Trim 
and cabinets—white pine, Prassel Sash & Door Co. Doors 
(rolling)—Kennatrack, Jay G. McKenna, Inc.; (folding)— 
Modernfold, New Castle Products. HARDWARE—Schlage 
Lock Co. ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION: Switches— 
The Arrow-Hart & Hegeman Electric Co. Panel boards— 
Square D Co. Fixtures—fiuorescent. KITCHEN EQUIP- 
MENT: Range—Hotpoint electric, Hotpoint Inc. Cabinet 
tops—Formica, Formica Insulation Co. BATHROOM 
FIXTURES—Crane Co. and Kohler Co. Seat—C. F. 
Church Mfg. Co. Cabinets—F. H. Lawson Co. HEATING 
—radiant in concrete slab; wrought iron pipe, A. M. Byers 
Co. Boiler—gas fired, Richmond Radiator Co. Controls— 
Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co. Pump—Bell & 
Gossett Co. Time Clock—Tork Clock Co. Regulator— 
White-Rodgers Electric Co. Water heater—Permaglas, 
A. ©. Smith Co. SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: Attic fan— 


Herman Nelson Corp.; metal louvers—Outside Venetian 
Blind Co. 





HEART OF THE HOUSE IS THE KITCHEN. Designed to reduce 
drudgery of cooking to a minimum, it has many special 
features, including an electric stove and oven built into cabl- 
nets at counter height, counters 3 in. higher than usual and 


a dining alcove with raised fireplace for broiling. 
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Ulric Meisel, Photo Associates 

















Year round house for middle Atlantic 
region shows skillful use of available 


materials, built-in features 





EDWARD D. STONE, Architect 


By locating this house at the edge of a steep bluff which commands 
a peaceful meadow view, the architect was able to provide a really 
open plan, arranged so that all principal rooms face in one direction. 
Since the majority of his clients prefers a one-story house, he and 
his associates* have found, through experience, that only a certain 
number of room arrangements are practical. As this house dem- 
onstrates, one criterion for convenience and efficiency is a center 
entrance with the kitchen and bedroom units on opposite sides. 

At the time of construction, lack of materials prevented anything 
but the most conventional method of building. Dry wall construction 
was out, as were metal sash and finishes such as plywood, oak floors, 
etc. Nevertheless, the owner obtained a 60 per cent mortgage from 
the Suffolk County Federal Savings & Loan Assn., who were enthusi- 
astic about the house. Stock doors and windows and standard 
finishes were used for economy’s sake. The handsome brick flooring 
in the living room and hall was found to cost more than wood. In 
the bedroom wing, cork flooring is used throughout. Interior color 
scheme is predominantly blue and green, complementing the warm 
color of the brick. 

The covered entry holds the driveway away from the house, 
economizes on the amount of roadway needed for service since the 
kitchen is accessible through the adjacent drying yard. A curved wal! 
to the left of the entrance way is planned for future construction. This 
will create a pleasant little garden on the approach side, overlooked 
by the playroom-study and dressing room. It will be noted that no 
stress has been put on cross ventilation in the bedroom wing, but the 
general circulation of air in the house has proved this unnecessary. 



























WIDE OVERHANG SHELTERS THE SOUTHERN 





* Stanley C. Reese, Alexander Knowlton, J. Graham Stewart 
and Karl J. Holzinger, Jr. 


TERRAIN iS LEVEL ON APPROACH SIDE OF HOUSE, DROPS PRECIPITOUSLY ON THE SOUTH 
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EXTERIOR FINISH IS BRICK VENEER AND STAINED 


TERRACE OUTSIDE DINING AND LIVING ROOMS. CYPRESS WITH TERRA COTTA TRIM 
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GONSTRUCTION OUTLINE 


STRUCTURE: Exterior walls—brick veneer; inside—plaster. 
Columns—Laliy Co. Floors—concrete slab. ROOF—5-ply 
built-up. SHEET METAL WORK: Ducts—galvanized iron; 
remainder copper. INSULATION: Wallis and roof—rockwool, 
Baldwin Hill Co. WINDOWS: Sash—wood. Glass—Pitts- 
burgh Piate Glass Co. FLOOR COVERINGS—brick; Haskelite 
cork, Haskelite Mfg. Corp. and linoleum, Armstrong Cork Co. 
WOOD AND METAL TRIM: Trim—Milcor Steel Co. Doors 
—Roddis Lumber & Veneer Co. Garage doors—Barber Colman 
Co. HARDWARE—Schiage Lock Co. PAINTS—Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass Co. and Breinig Bros. ELECTRICAL FIXTURES 
—Lightolier Co. PLUMBING FIXTURES—W. A. Case & Son 
Mfg. Co. KITCHEN EQUIPMENT —Frigidaire Div., General 
Motors Corp. LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT—Westinghouse Elec- 
tric Co. HEATING—forced warm air system, Jamaica Stove 
Co. Oil burner—Petroleum Heat & Power Co. Regulator— 
Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co. Water heater—Heat- 
Pak, Aldrich Co. 
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SECTION THROUGH LIVING ROOMM 
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EDWARD D. STONE ASSOCIATES, Architects 
MURPHY-BRINKWORTH, ING., Contractors 


SECTION THROUGH LIVING ROOM, kitchen and heater room 
(the only excavated portion of the house), above. Detail of 
south window of living room, left. 


CLERESTORY ON NORTH SIDE OF LIVING ROOM DRAMATIZES CEILING PITCH 
Lionel Freedman Photos 


LIVING AND DINING ROOMS ARE FULLY OPEN TO EACH OTHER BUT PINPOINT LIGHTING IN THE LATTER LENDS IT INDIVIDUALITY BY NIGHT 
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WHERE CABINET WORK INTERFERES WITH FLOOR DUCT SYSTEM, OUTLET IS RAISED TO COUNTER LEVEL 


OW NER’S STATEMENT : 


We wanted a house that would be 
roomy but still not too large to keep 
easily. We were thinking ahead, too, 


to fifteen or twenty years from now 


when the children would be grown up 
and off on their own. For this reason 
we decided on a large living-room 
and just comfortable sized bedrooms. 

The built-in furniture and cabinets 
are wonderful—they not only make 
the rooms very easy to take care of 
but give a feeling of spaciousness. 
They're especially good when there 
are children around. They can’t 
knock over the furniture or hide 
things behind it. 

There were a number of changes 
which came up during the planning 
process. We intended to have the gar- 
age beside the entrance but it would 
be two near the road (a local ordi- 
nance says that the building must 
be 40 ft. back). However, we still 
kept the covered entry and used the 
deft wall to conceal the drying yard— 
when you have two small children 
you must have a drying yard. 

One thing we were worried about 
kas worked out very well—the sound- 
proofing of the children’s bedroom 
which is right next to the living-room. 
Ehe bookshelves and closets between 
the bedroom and the hall augment 
conventional sound insulation on the 
living room wall and are completely 
effective. The outside fin also insures 
visual privacy too. 

Mrs. Water JANNEY 
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Lionel Freedman Phetos 









DRESSING ROOM HAS LARGE WINDOWS, AMPLE STORAGE SPACE 


SECTION AT. GLASS WA 
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This Midwest house. with solar windows, 
water-cooled roof, cavity walls and cellular 


floors, masters a difficult climate 


Ip the Midwest, temperatures of minus 
twenty and plus one hundred are often | 
encountered. These are the tempera- 1 
tures that Midwest houses must be 
designed for, and they impose certain : 
limitations on design and costs. It is my ; 
thought that such factors ultimately will | 
develop regional types of architecture ) 
over the States. 

The Davies house was built in the 
summer and fall of 1946. All materials | 
were difficult to obtain, and workmen | 
were difficult to obtain. It was difficult 
to get special window frames made, 
to mention one item. 

It is difficult to build anywhere today. 

There are forces in this country that 

have held the construction industry to 

its prewar techniques, which were obso- > ay =i ; 
lete then. The conditions still obtain. Khai fc. aS - ‘ 

But we cannot expect too much from an 
industry that has been dormant since 
1929. New talent was not attracted to 
the industry because there were no com- , : , i 
pensations. It takes time for new indus- Mia Re i ee 
tries to develop; it does not happen in a : 
week or a month or two, or in a couple 
of years. On top of all this, a product 
better than any that has come before Boots ot . ti 
must be developed. Such experimenta- Ms Fi os 34 | 
tion has been going on for years, and for 
certain matters have proved themselves, 
mary have not. , : 

The Davies house was not cheap in > _ 
terms of prewar costs, which many of us 
have mot forgotten. It contains many a | 
features that prewar houses do not. An a | 
ordinary house with prewar specifica- 
tions might have cost a little less, but 
not much. 

The house is a solar house with all ' . } 
important rooms facing south. Con- , ) 
struction is simple and substantial, as is | 
secessary in this climate. Upkeep on at Z i | 
the house will be low; materials chosen : 

&s available at the time of construction; 
workmanship not perfect, but as availa- 
ble at the time of construction. 

As the building industry changes over 
the years, this house will not be as obso | 
lete as others that do not meet contem- od ! | 
porary needs and ideas. This fact should i >= 
Justify the difficulties encountered in A ' | 
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Grorce Frep Keck, Architect 


Hedrich-Blessing Photos | 


For,some years George Fred Keck has developed, with thoroughness 

and consistency, a characteristic approach to domestic architecture. 

In his latest house, for Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Davies near Chicago, this 

attitude is restated. Here again is the unequivocally rectilinear plan 

all of whose principal rooms are disposed so as to face south, while 

circulation and service areas occupy the northern face. Here, too, 

is the all-glass wall across the southern facade, with continuous bands 

of louvered vents along top and bottom. Divided into approximately 

even bays, this solar wall is protected by wide eaves and projecting 

wing walls. And the rooms, like the exterior, reflect Keck’s insistence 

on order and simplicity. | 
In structure, as in general appearance, many familiar details of ae Bs 

Keck’s work appear in this house. Typical is his structural response to , Bere 

a rigorous climate. Floors, walls and ceilings have each been designed Si 

for maximum resistance to heat in summer, cold in winter. The WINDOWS FIT BETWEEN INSULATED TRAN 

built-up roof is dead level, designed to carry a one-inch sheet of 

water as summer insulation; and air spaces between joists are open 

for cross ventilation, with mineral wool blanket and plaster ceiling re Seren Wee APOE ee ee 

suspended below. The masonry walls are of cavity brick construction 

with a mineral wool filler. The radiantly-heated floors employ hot air 

forced through a cellular tile whose upper surface is only cleaned and 

waxed to form the finish floor. 
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CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE 


FOUNDATION—concrete. STRUCTURE: Exterior walls—hollow core brick, 
The Waylite Co., insulation and inside brick, Streator Brick Co. Floors— 
RadianTile, Carrelton Sewer Pipe Co. Ceilings—plaster, U. S. Gypsum Co. 
ROOF—built-up tar and gravel, The Barrett Co. INSULATION: Exterior 
walis—The Waylite Co. Roof—rockwool. FIREPLACE: Damper—Colonial 
Fireplace Co. PAINTS—Casein Co. WOODWORK: Doors—Roddis Lumber & 
Veneer Co. HARDWARE—Dexter Hardware Co. ELECTRICAL INSTALLA- 
TION: Wiring—thin wall conduit. Switches—tumbler. KITCHEN EQUIP- 
MENT: Range and Refrigerator—electric, Frigidaire Div., General Motors 
Corp, Sink and cabinets—American Central Mfg. Corp. Fan—Pryne & Co., 
inc. LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT: Washing machine and drier—Launderall, 
F. L. Jacobs Co. BATHROOM EQUIPMENT—Crane Co. Seat—C. F. Church 
Mfg. Co. HEATING—forced warm air radiant floor panel system. Heating 
unit—American Furnace Co. Regulator—Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co. 
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GEORGE FRED KECK & WILLIAM KECK, Architects SYDNEY DAVIES, General Contractor 
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KITCHEN IS WELL LIT BY GLASS SOUTH WALL FLOOR HEATING SYSTEM consists of 
TEL cellular clay tile blocks laid on con- 
crete subfioor. Before grouting, metal 
HOUSE TURNS BLIND SIDE TO STREET FRONT sleeves are slipped between tiles te 


connect cells to form continuous tubes 
across floor. Supply and return ducts, 
@ also clay tile, have perforated tops, 
rs are laid below fioor tile. Originally 
designed by Architect Keck, this sys- 
tem is now in commercial production. 
special tile 
for wee oven ducts 





Hedrich-Blessing Photos 


OWNER’S STATEMENT: 


Mrs. Davies and | have always been 
interested in modern design. Prior 
to the war, when living in Puerto 
Rico where | was working on the 
construction of an air base, we 
became accustomed to living in open 
houses that afforded lots of light, 
sunshine and beautiful vistas. We 
noticed the great lack of these things 
when we came back to conventional 
homes in Chicago. 

On my return | was commissioned 
in the Navy and served two years in 
the South Pacific, again enjoying the 
feeling of living out of doors. 
Through correspondence Mrs. Davies 
and I decided that modern design 
was for us because it tried to obtain 
that tropical atmosphere in our 
colder climate. We probably get 
more enjoyment out of the one glass 
wall in each room than from any 
other feature in which the house dif- 
fers from the conventional type. 
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The dominant factor in the development 
of California's domestic architecture 
has been the existence of a growing 
native tradition, or, rather, the lack of 
a stifling formal tradition. The resulting 
freedom of thought has given the archi- 
tect an untrammeled concept that does 
not exist in other parts of the country. 

Geographically, many California cities 
are located upon land so mountainous 
that they defy the usual gridiron plan; 
thus, sites have th® grace of vista, sun, 
wind and privacy. Climatically, a season 
of heavy rains followed by months of 
hot sun permits a freedom in breaking 
down the outside wall to a degree not 
possible elsewhere. Even in the months 
of intense heat, the constant breeze from 
the sea affords coolness. Materially, the 
availability of wood as an inexpensive 
building material and the appreciation 
of its beauty and strength has brought 
about a refinement in structure and 
detailing that is almost oriental in its 
sparing simplicity. Finally, the concen- 
tration of wealth—wealth available for 
immediate use—has been of great im- 
portance. 

Initially, land development took place 
in the flat valleys that lie between the 
foothills, a development based upon ease 
and economy of construction. Today, 
new residential building is forced to the 
surrounding hills or to satellite cities 
miles away. Site considerations, then, 
are most interesting. From almost an} 
height, a view is given of a sprawling 
city—particularly magnificent at night 
—the ranges of mountains, or the sea 
to the west. 

Assuming the basic needs of the client, 
the plan is freed and yet limited by the 
climate. Portions of the house may be 
directed to the breathtaking views, but 
there also must be the completely shel- 
tered garden that becomes part of the 
living area, and finally the protected 
shelter where one may withdraw com- 
pletely from the outside. Other consid- 
erations that affect the. form of the roo/ 
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capitalizes on the area’s famou} 





topography, climate and materialii 


and the disposition of wall and mass are 
the extremes reached by both sun and 
rain in their major seasons. 

Perhaps the use of light itself is the 
great influence upon planning. The 
quality of light of each part of the day 
must be used or limited as the use of the 
particular living area requires. This is 
accomplished by clerestory venting win- 
dows, sheltering walls of the sleeping 
rooms, translucent screens that turn sun 
into coolness, and glass walls that allow 
the full measure of sunlight to play in 
the general living spaces. 

Green planting to relieve the harsh 
dryness of the summer months is used 
to interpenetrate the living space and 


Modular house on Pacific coast 


be used as a foil fer the magnificent 
sophistication of waxed plywoods on the 
interior. 

Youth has learned to recognize that 
contemporary architecture represents a 
way of living that transforms the home 
from its role as mere shelter to the cen- 
ter of an existence. Architects capable 
of making this possible must work 
toward this end as one phase of their 
practice. This, of course, can be eco- 
nomically possible only when it is 
approached through industrialized mass 
production or when the field of specu- 
lative building is entered with the force 
of outstanding design. The time has row 
come when decent living no longer 



































thus relate the garden to the house. Con- 
versely, by the use of an overhead 
screened trellis that is a continuation of 
the roof plane, the actual living area 
flows out and embraces the garden. 

For the first time, natural wood is 
enjoying the greater use in contempor- 
ary work than plaster, for economy nods 
toward the use of wood as an exterior 
wall covering. Rough-sawn boards on 
exterior walls for form and texture may 














should be the exclusive right of the 
wealthy or the intellectual, but, rather, 
must be shared with the great mass of 
America that cannot afford the luxury of 
the architect. Realizing the social needs 
of his time, the architect must accept 
the responsibility of leadership in this 
field regardless of a minimum schedule 
of fees or amy other consideration which 
has heretofore acted as a moral barrier. 

Gorvon Drakg, Designer 
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Hugging the north side of one of Los Angeles’ steep- 
est hills, this house is a compromise in design 
between the free planning suggested by the rugged- 
ness of the site and the rigidity of an eminently 
simple construction system. Although its design was 
also influenced by the rather lush requirements of 
a well-to-do client, the house is a mock-up of a 
modular, panelized building which may eventually 
be prefabricated for the average family and the 
average site. 
The construction system demanded that the house 
be on one level, but otherwise the plan was dictated 
by the requirements of site and client. Thus, the 
house opens mainly to the north because there was 
no alternative; the steep slope of the site allowed 
only one possible garage location; the city view to 
the north, the sheltered vista to the east and the gar- 
den area and hillside to the south controlled the LIVING-DINING ROOM IS BRILLIANTLY LIGHTED BY SOUTH CLERESTORY WI 
location of glass and plywood panels. To retain as 
much garden area as possible, the entry was located 1 


ee eee ee a er 
next to the garage, screened from the garden terrace oie ee nop ts Paxton +e SP Poy VE =, | aan an 
by a wood wall and from the living room by a huge a A eG Bt SS, et SOS 
built-in sofa. Occupying the least desirable portion | : “T @ 
of the site’s leveled area, the kitchen and baths look me aes 1a & 


directly into the hill. | GARIAGE STUDY | 

In addition to many large windows, a clerestory ie: : W/ zs sien ad 
benefits all living and sleeping areas by admitting : | aaa 
the morning sun, achieves an eye-comforting bal- : sid ! 2&8 eae ee 
ance of light and gives the rooms a pleasant feeling 
of vertical spaciousness. The dominant design fea- 
ture of the south front, this clerestory also adds 
interest to the birdseye view of the house which is 
seen by the approaching visitor. Its delicate tracery 
is set against a roof finish of crushed brick, whose 
color creates a subtle transition between entourage 
and house. 

Although this quasi-experimental project clearly 
demonstrates the attractive possibilities of prefab- 
ricated panel construction in the hands of an expert 
designer, the designer himself has noted several 
modifications in plan which would make the house 
more suitable for mass production and universal 
application. Embodied in the sketch plan (right). 
they include a rectangular two-car garage, a central 
entrance, casements instead of sliding glass doors, 
and one instead of two baths. 
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GORDON DRAKE, Designer 





STRUCTON, General Contractor 
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SECTION THROUGH LIVING ROOM 


OW NER’S STATEMENT: 
Even with the extensive use of glass, 
the position of the house gives us 
utmost privacy from all directions. 
Moreover, the clerestory windows, all 
of which open, make for marvelous 
ventilation so that even on the hottest 
days we have a lovely breeze circu- 
lating through the entire house. The 
lightness and airiness of the house 
are actually what we appreciate most ; 
also the fact that the light is so well- 
balanced that there is never glare. 

The many built-in cabinets are 
excellent because of their simple 
AND NORTH CASEMENTS. TROUGH AT CLERESTORY CONCEALS INCANDESCENT LIGHTS lines, the ease of cleaning them, and 
the ample storage space they provide. 
By their use, the kitchen, which 
actually is small in area, is so well 
planned that there is more cup- 
board and closet space than in some 
kitchens much larger in size. The 
position of the kitchen is fine, for it 
is equally easy to serve meals outside 
in the patio and indoors. 

The only thing which displeased 
us was, of course, the cost. Had we 
known at the outset that the fihal 
figures were to be so much greater 
than the preliminary estimates, we 
probably would have built a smaller 
home. However, having lived in the 
house, we find it hard to think of any 
feature we could have eliminated. 
Considering that the completed build- 
ing was not far short of a completely 
furnished house, and comparing it 
with other houses for the same cost 
which offer far less, we are confident 
that we got our money’s worth even 
in this inflated market, And, being 
the type of house it is, it can hardly 
depreciate in commercial value, or in 
intrinsic value to us. 








































TERRACE ON SQUTH FRONT IS SCREENED FROM ENTRY AND STREET BY WOOD WALL 


Davip PRESLEY 


Julius Shulman Photos 
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Designed to a 4 ft. module, the 15.560 cu. ft. house 
is comprised mainly of 4x 8 ft. stressed skin plywood 

‘panels. When they fitted the design, the stock panels 
of an established prefabricator were used; otherwise, 
panels were locally fabricated. The diagram above 
indicates the extent to which the house is panelized, 
while the detail drawings to the right show how the 
various elements go together. 

So pleased are the architect and prefabricator 
with this combination of contemporary design and 
panelized construction that they are negotiating for 
the mass production of panels from which this and 
similar houses may. be built. If and when mass pro- 
duction is effected, unit costs will be cut below the 
$1.30 per cu. ft. cost of the experimental mock-up. 


CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE 


FOUNDATIONS—reinforced concrete, Colton Cement Co. 
Waterproofing—Super Concrete Emulsion, Inc. STRUC- 
TURE: Exterior walis, partitions and roof—2', in. stress 
skin plywood panels, 4 in. plywood on either side of 2 x 
2 in. frame, Homeola Corp. and Structon. Floors—cement. 
Ceiling—plywood. ROOF—built-up, Pioneer, The Flintkote 
Co. covered with crushed brick. INSULATION: Outside 
wails and roof—Celotex, The Celotex Corp. SHEET 
METAL WORK: Flashing—aluminum, Aluminum Co. of 
America. Leaders—copper, Revere Copper & Brass, Inc. 
WINDOWS: Sash—wood. Glass—polished plate, Libbey- 
Owens-Ford Glass Co. and frosted, Blue-Ridge Glass Corp. 
WALL COVERINGS: Plywood, VU. S. Plywood Corp. 
PAINTS—The Sherwin Williams Co. HARDWARE— 
Schiage Lock Co., Grant Pulley & Hardware Co. and H. B. 
ives Co. ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION: Wiring—Gen- 
eral Electric Co. Fixtures—Kurt Versen Co. KITCHEN 
EQUIPMENT: Range, washing machine and Refrigerator 
—Westinghouse Electric Corp. BATHROOM EQUIP.- 
MENT—American Radiator-Standard Sanitary Corp. 
Shower—Fiat Metal Mfg. Co. HEAT—warm air, Therma- 
dor Electric Mfg. Co. Water heater—General Electric Co. 
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GORDON DRAKE, Besigner STRUCTON, General Contr 
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HALL CEILING OF FROSTED GLASS DIFFUSES CLERESTORY LIGHT VIEWED FROM ENTRY, STUDY-BEDROOM OPENS TO LIVING AREA 


Julius Shulman Photos 
LARGE BEDROOM FEATURES BUILT-IN CABINETS, CLERESTORY LIGHTING AND EAST WALL OF GLASS OPENING ON INTIMATE GARDEN TERRACE 
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GORDON DRAKE, Designer STRUCTON, General Contractor 








VIEWED FROM TERRACE, BEDROOM IS BRIGHTENED BY LIGHT WALLS AND TWO-SIDED CLERESTORY 
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ROOF OVERHANG PROTECTS THE MASTER BEDROOM FROM DIRECT MORNING SUN 





Julius Shulman Photos 




















PREFABRICATED FACTORY, born of war-time shortage in steel, is built entirely of wood products and boasts many interesting 


structural features in laminated wood. Ervay Baker, architect. 


One-half of hinged arch 
is swung into place. 


Foot of arch is fixed in 
steel hinge anchored to 
concrete foundation. 





Half arch is in place, 
ready for joining to 
other half. 


Two HALVES are boited together at apex (right) to form striking 
line of arches with cantilever arms along either side (below). 


Typical of the many interesting experiments 
in wood and timber construction produced by 
wartime steel shortages is the Hammondsport 
(N. Y.) plant for Mercury Aircraft, Inc. 
Designed by Architect Ervay J. Baker at a 
time when steel was all but unobtainable, the 
Mercury plant is perhaps the largest all-wood, 
all-prefabricated structure of its kind. Every 
element in it—columns, trusses, hinged arches; 
floor, wall and roof panels—is of wood, and 
all of them are prefabricated. Moreover, all 
the more complex units were “home made.” 
Since there were no nearby facilities for fab- 
ricating, Architect Baker set up a circus tent 
(see next page) and successfully produced 
the units right on the site. 

Handsomest of all the elements employed 
in the Hammondsport factory are the com- 
posite hinged arches in the main assembly 
building. In this unit, a span of 60 ft. and a 
clearance of 20 ft. was required down the 
center aisle, with sub-assembly mezzanines 
along either side. Baker solved the problem 
with a series of eight giant arches whose 17 ft. 
cantilever arms carry the mezzanines. 

The arches proper are of laminated wood, 
designed for eccentric loading. After fabrica- 
tion in the shop, each half arch was swung 
into place, fixed to prepared foundations and 
bolted to its partner at the apex hinge. When 
the whole series was in place, connection was 
by wood trusses using timber connectors 
instead of by nails or glue. Acting as purlins, 
these trusses received the prefabricated wood 
and plywood roof panels. After panels were 
in place a standard built-up roof was laid on 
their upper surface. Side walls were com- 
posed of similar panels, supported at main 
floor and mezzanine. 

Despite the fact that both fabrication and 
erection took place during cold weather, and 
despite the utter lack of equipment normally 
considered essential to production of complex 
laminated forms, Architect Baker found the 
system both moderately priced, simple and 
rapid to erect. 





























mu 


STEAM-HEATED TEMPLATES sped site fabrication 
of hinged arches during cold weather. Using a 
waterproof resin and engineered nailing pattern, 
lower chord of arches was built up to 15 plys. 





GLAMPS hold each nailed and glued ply in place 
until resin has set. Composed of 15 plys, these 
chords depend upon nailing for a large portion 
of their total strength. 





Webbed truss of novel design also laminated on 


site by Architect Baker. 


NAILING PATTERN was controlled by this inge- 
nious marker. Rolled along outer surface of each 
ply, it spaced all nails so that they were evenly 
distributed through chord’s cross-section. 


SANDING of completed lower chords was done 
with a portable sanding machine. Chords were 
then placed on jig tables for final assembly with 
rectilinear members to complete the arch. 





Among the many laminated elements used by 
Ervay Baker in the Hammondsport plant were 
these webbed trusses of his own design. Em- 
ployed only on the second floor of the office 
wing, the trusses span 36 ft. and are bolted 
directly to the tops of two-story timber col- 
umns, Like the hinged arches above, they were 
fabricated on templates and jigs built on the 
site. The webs are of plywood, stiffened with 
laminated ribs, and glued into the truss proper 
under heat and pressure. 
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ADHESIVE was spread on inside of each successive 
plank. Then, working from one end of template, 
plank was bent into place, pre-set nails driven home, 
Another ply had been added. 


Ninety-six foot laminated arches suc 
cessfully fabricated in tent. 


Ingenuity marked the fabrication of the eight 
hinged arches used in the Mercury factory, 
Although structurally quite advanced, the 
arches were successfully fabricated with sim 
ple tools under almost primitive conditions, 
Under a circus tent, Architect Baker built his 
templates for the curved members of the 
arches, He built them waist high to make fab- 
rication easier, then ran a steam pipe around 
the outside of each template. This served 
the double purpose of warming the workmen 
and drying the glue. The rest of the process 
was largely a matter of carpentry. 





SWUNG INTO PLACE by cranes after first 
floor framing was complete, these lam 
nated trusses were bolted directly to tops 
of two-story timber columns. Prefabri- 
cated roof panels were then fixed to upper 
chord of truss and prefab wall panels fixed 
in place. 


Modern Foto Service 
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INSTALLED immediately after precast concrete 
floor siabs, these factory-made bathrooms are 
complete in every respect, need only lath-and- 
plaster on outside walls. Plan and elevation 
(below) show unit as delivered to site. 


Villiers & Company Photos 
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Graets Bros. Photos 





Canada Pictures 


1,1 00 PREFAB BATHROOMS swung into place in new 22-stery Canadian hotel. 


Graphic proof of the merits of prefabrication 
is available in Montreal these days, where 
1,100 neatly-packaged factory-built bathrooms 
are being swung into place in the new 22-story 
Laurentian Hotel. And Montreal citizens who 
might have doubted their eyes had the fact 
confirmed by newspaper ads (top, left) offer- 
ing packaged bathrooms to all comers for as 
little as $430, f.0.b. the factory. Prime movers 
behind this long-awaited development are St. 
Catherines Stee] Products Ltd. (producer) and 
Canadian Comstock (distributor) who last 
year pioneered with a mechanical core 
(Forum, Jan., 46). Together they have pro- 
duced, sold and, in some cases, installed some 
2,100 units of their factory-built “Unitility” 
bathrooms. 

Newsworthy as is the actual commercial 
availability of a bathroom which can be 
installed and ready for use in a couple of 
hours, there is nothing extraordinary about 
either the process or the product. The manu- 
facturers of Unitility have only done what 
everyone has been talking about for a decade. 
The designs themselves are merely rationaliza- 
tions of the typical, site-assembled bathroom. 
The fixtures are identical, the plumbing har- 
ness similar. Major innovation is, of course, 
the metal structural shell. This consists of 
rigid, welded steel frame; aluminum walls and 
ceilings with baked enamel finish; linoleum 
floors and integral base cemented to rigid, steel 
plate floors. All joints are sealed by extruded 
rubber trim, and the exteriors of all floor, wall 
and ceiling surfaces are covered with heat- and 
sound-insulating mastic. 





Each bathroom is completely equipped when 
it leaves the factory, includes towel racks, 
shelving, mirrors, light, etc. Each unit has 
wood or metal door, complete with hardware, 
metal trim and threshold. Thus, the Unitility 
requires only four connections to complete 
installation: ventilation, water, sewer and 
electricity. Moreover, these are all made from 
the outside, so that the bath need not be 
unlocked until building is finished. 

Exterior of the Unitility walls is designed 
to take any type of finish—plaster on metal 
lath, hardboard, plywood—and the metal door 
jamb is detailed to receive and cover it (left). 
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Healey Studios 


Canada Picture, 


Unitility production employs standard 
trades, materials, equipment. 


Using a converted war plant at St. Cather- 
ines, Ont., the Unitility people have set up a 
100 per cent-unionized production line cur- 
rently turning out 300 units per month. The 
working force of 126 men works an 8-hour day, 
5-day week and is drawn almost exclusively 
from the building trades, Floor space is availa- 
ble for tripling this production if conditions 
warrant. As the pictures indicate, there is 
nothing radically new about the operation. On 
the contrary, the manufacturers are only 
exploiting the inherent advantages of shop 
fabrication: controlled ,working conditions, 
precision, cleanliness, access to power tools, 
aie Hayward Studio: 

Three basic models (with tub, with shower 
stall, with lavatory and w.c. only) are pro- . 
duced in both left and right hand versions. All (258 ¥ 2"finished | 
component parts are standard brands—most of 
them from American companies. The standard 
unit, weighing about 1,500 lbs., is shipped 
without crating, seven to a freight car or five to 
a trailer, 

Easily and safely handled by crane or der- 
rick, the Unitility installation in the Lauren- 








UNITS ROLL PAST VARIOUS TRADES ON DOLLIES. NO CRATING IS NEEDED FOR SHIPPING | 


BATH ROOM FLOOR 


3x2clipL x4"Ig- ; > 4’ pre-cast concrete slab tame ee 

















tian Hotel (right) is a typical multi-story one. 

As precast floor slabs were laid floor by floor, 

units were hoisted up, rolled across floor, 

slipped into slots exactly sized to receive them. 

Units’ floor channels were then bolted to struc- ere | 

tural steel from below (above, right). When oamaene 

finish floor was poured, bathroom floor thus | 

was on same level. In the Laurentian, the ee 7. woter risers 
units were set back-to-back and hooked up to a 
vertical ventilation and plumbing stacks 

(right). (Continued on page 124) 
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Here’s an important section of the production line in the 

Apex Electrical Mfg. Co. plant in Cleveland, Ohio. It’s 

the spray booth where Dust-Stop Air Filters (behind 
the operators and in the air intake areas at the doorway) prevent 
dust, dirt and foreign matter from causing costly damage. 
Dust-Stops also protect electrical controls and other equipment 
from air-borne paint. 

Because DustT-STops can be replaced easily and economically, 
maintenance time and costs are kept at the minimum. 

Dust-Stop Air Filters are used in commercial and industrial 
heating, ventilating and air conditioning systems of all sizes. They 
may be installed in custom-built or the complete, ready-to- 
assemble, steel frame cells—to handle any cfm of air required. 
And Dust-Stops are readily available from suppliers in nearly 
every community. 

See Sweet’s Files for complete information or write for booklet 
“Air Filtration in Central Systems” (A 5.2.1), Owens-Corning 
Fiberglas Corporation, Dept. 830, Toledo 1, Ohio. Branches in 
principal cities. 


In Canada: Fiberglas Canada Ltd., Toronto, Ontario. 

















DUST-STOPS are adaptable to a wide 
range of requirements—in huge buildings 
or custom-built areas. 





DUST-STOPS mounted on this sliding door 
provide filtered protection for sensitive 
electrical controls. 








AIR FILTERS 
a Fiberglas product 
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UNEQUALLE 
PAST 


If some smart prophet would gaze into a crystal 
ball today and predict a brilliant future for Wright 
Rubber Tile floors; he wouldn’t be guessing, he 
would be stating a truth proved by a quarter century 
of performance. Because over a period of years, 
Wright floors have proved superior to other floors 
in long life, low maintenance and lasting beauty. 
Architects and builders depend on Wrightex and 


Wrightflor to assure customers satisfaction. 


To meet flooring requirements in modern homes, 
institutions and business places ... Wrightex, the 
softer surface tile, is best where greater resiliency 
and quietness is preferred ... Wrightflor, the harder 
tile, is best where heavy traffic and low maintenance 
costs are principal factors. Help along your own 
future sales success by writing us today for details. 





TAYLOR MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Wright Rubber Products Division 
3062 W. Meinecke Ave., Milwaukee |!0, Wis. 


WRIGHT RUBBERTILE - 
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2. Finish coat, using same 
one-to-four formula but inte- 
grally colored, is then trow- 
eled over coils. 


3. When fioor has set prop- 
erly, finish coat is polished 
with ordinary sander. Photo 
at right shows five sizes In 
which bark “aggregate” is 
produced. 


The new composition floor shown above is 


one of several recently installed by the 


|Raecolith Flooring Company in Seattle. 


Composed of powdered tree bark and mag- 
nesium oxychloride cement, the floor is laid 
like concrete, polished like terrazzo and 
yields a surface almost as quiet and resi- 
lient as linoleum or rubber. Moreover, the 
composition is “exceptionally economical” 
when used with heating coils—either elec- 
trical or pipe, according to the firm. 

The aggregate used in these floors is 
Silvacon, new Weyerhauser product made 
of powdered treebark. Designed primarily 
for use as a filler for industrial plastics, 
Silvacon comes in five particle-sizes (right 
above) and a color range of yellow and 
brown. The Raecolith company used type 
#412, in proportions of about 1 to 4, with a 
standard oxychloride cement. Highly resis- 
tant to oils and acids, the new floor may be 
integrally colored and polished to any 
desired finish. Its light weight and com. 

















{. After scratch coat of bark 
and magnesite is poured and 
screeded, resistance coils are 
laid out and tacked in place, 





paratively high strength permits its use for 
resurfacing old floors as well as new. It 
can be applied in continuous sheets, with- 
out dividers or expansion joints. Although 
this cement cannot stand continuous 
exposure to water, its long use on ships 
and railroad cars indicates its resistance to 
frequent washing, traffic and vibration. 
Surface characteristics of the flooring cap 
be varied with the mix, but tests indicate 
that best workability and highest strength 
are achieved when Silvacon aggregate is 
held to 15 or 20 per cent by volume. As 
used on the Seattle jobs, a 1-to-4 mix was 
used as a base or scratch coat (although 
the composition is said to bond equally 
well to standard concrete, wood or eveD 
steel plates). After the scratch coat had 
set, the electric coils were laid out and 
tacked in place. A finish coat with color 
added was then poured and screeded. After 
the floor had thoroughly set, it was sanded 
and waxed. (Continued on page 126) 
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Add a Final Touch of Distinction to the Home! 


@ Insul-Vent Two-in-One Screens and 
Storm Windows enhance the beauty of 
any home. The outer permanent frame 
molds itself into the window opening 
giving a modern appearance of sturdi- 
ness and symmetry. Sash sections are 
formed by roller dies. Ribs at strategic 
points give added strength. Between 
all walls on both screen and glass 
panels, string solder is inserted and 
melted for added sash rigidity. An av- 
erage Insul-Vent sash, less glass or 
wire, can be suspended from any corner 
and sustain without collapse weights 
up to 100 pounds. 


@ Both glass and screen inserts are 
internally reinforced and welded. A 
quality product in every respect, the 
steel in Insul-Vents is triple-treated for 
lifetime protection; first it is electro- 


SCREENS and STORM 
WINDOWS 


zinc coated; next, chemically treated 
with Iridite to form a base for paint 
and as a protective finish; finally it is 
heavily coated with Frescote Enamel 
baked at 350° F. Glass is best com- 
mercial grade. Screens 16 mesh, .0113 
diameter bronze wire cloth. 


@ The last word in modern efficiency, 
Insul-Vents work as any windows do. 
The bottom sash slides up and down 
easily. Both sections can be quickly 
removed from the inside for washing 
Their use insures substantial fuel sav- 
ings; no-draft ventilation and only one- 
third of the usual space required for 
storage of old-fashioned storm windows 
or screens. 


@ Write for complete details and nearest 
outlet. 





Tubular Steel Construction 


Lifetime service. 
No warp. No bend. 
No spring. 











INSUL-VENT combination screen and storm windows 
are built to last a lifetime! 


Closure Channel Adjustable 
for permanent tight fit. Com- 
pensates for window 

frame out 

of true. 





Glass Insert Screen Insert 
Easily Reglazed Easily Rewired 
No staples. No special tools, 
No mess. No time-wasting 








Building Supply and 
Lumber Dealers... 


Aggressive dealers seeking 
a new line with big sales po- 
tentials may find their terri- | 
tory still open. Write today 
regarding an Insul-Vent 
dealership. ' 
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BRITISH PREFAB usea precast briek panels to surface steel frame. 


DEVOE CREATES A NEW 


STANDARD FOR VARNISH | 


SPECIFICATIONS 





The synthetic resin used in Devoe 87 Spar Varnish 
is an entirely newmolecular structure created for 
the specific purpose of producing a finer, more 
durable all-purpose varnish. 


Improved characteristics of 
Devoe 87 Spar Varnish 


CLEAR, PALE: Water-clear and notably lighter in tone 
than previous all-purpose varnishes. 


HARD AND TOUGH: Exceptionally resistant to abra- 
sion. It is unusually hard, yet so resilient it does not 
crack or chip even under blows which dent the wood 
underneath, 


ALCOHOL AND ALKALI RESISTANT: Unharmed by 
hot, soapy water, alcoholic liquids, or mild acids such 
as fruit juices. 


FAST-DRYING: Dries in four hours. 


ECONOMICAL COVERAGE: Spreading rate of Devoe 
87 Spar is approximately 600 sq. ft. per gallon—so that 
the customary standards for estimating requirements 
for high quality varnish may be followed, depending on 
the type and condition of the surface. 


ANOTHER DEVOE PRODUCT 


Distributed by 
PEASLEE-GAULBERT PAINT & VARNISH CO. 
TRUSCON LABORATORIES 
WADSWORTH HOWLAND & CO. 
DEVOE & RAYNOLDS CO., INC., 787 FIRST AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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EACH DUPLEX HAS THREE BEDROOMS IN A COMPACT, EFFICIENT PLAN 
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SECTION Y-¥ 


FIRST FLOOR ROOMS ARE 8U 


Another contender for the permanent hous- 
ing market in Britain is the Cussins House 
—a semi-detached, two-story prefab which 
costs approximately $5,200 per dwelling 
unit. The house is framed of steel and 
surfaced with a precast, brick-faced con- 
crete panel. Although the roof is tile, 
applied at site, and all interior walls are 
finished in plaster, the manufacturers have 
been able to erect complete unit in seven 
days. (Continued on page 130) 
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Patented 
Air-Cell 
ore 


The values provided by Paine 134” Rezo 
Doors have never been as pronounced as 
they are right now. They square with own- 
ers problems in building apartments that 
will earn a profitable return in normal 
times. These patented air cell doors, with 
self-ventilating channels that minimize 
warping and shrinking, are still the cheap- 
est doors you can specify when all installation and painting 
costs are figured. And they are still the best doors on the 
market by any standard of beauty, strength or workman-like 
construction. 

Because their quality advantages are so crystal-clear, so 
black on white, Paine’ Rezo Doors are more than ever in 
demand by architects everywhere. Over 2,000,000 of them 
have been specified for service from coast-to-coast. Write 
today for a factual, detailed architect's bulletin. 


Ma nufacture d by the 


PAINE LUMBER (0.Led. 


ESTABLISHED ISHED 1853 


U.S. Pat. 1,887,814. 





Ostrheosh 


Wi UL. Wisconsin 
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Open well is sealed... . +» by aluminum shutters 


Electrically-operated aluminum rolling 
shutters to completely seal Escalator open- 
ings in case of fire will be used by Otis 
Elevator in a new installation in the Kresge- 
Newark department store. In the past, 
manually-operated shutters have been built 
into some Escalators. But these motor- 
driven shutters, actuated by thermostats 
and electric eyes, will be the first of the 
kind. They will also have separate push- 


button controls, and, in event of power fail. 
ure, the shutters can be rolled by cranking 
The closure will be at the top of each open. 
ing, so no one can be trapped on the 
machine. In addition, engineers have pro 
vided safety shoes so that if a shutter, 


completed about December 15. 


while closing, touches a person, it auto 
matically stops until the person gets outof | 
the way. The installation is expected toh 


GLASS FIBER insulation board designed for low-cost use between troffers. 


A new lightweight acoustical board, with 
high sound-absorption and light-reflection 
properties, has recently been put on the 
market by Owens-Corning Fiberglas of 
Toledo, Ohio. With an average noise reduc- 
tion coefficient of .80 (between 256 and 
2048 cycles), the new board consists of 
glass fiber bonded by a thermo-setting resin. 
It is one inch thick, comes in a 48 in. length 
and two widths—24 and 251% in. Although 
it weighs only .75 lbs. per sq. ft., the board 
is rigid enough to span 24 in. without 
cross-support. Under a 96-hour exposure 
to 120 degrees F. at 95 per cent relative 
humidity, it is reported to have gained less 


than one per cent its weight in moisture and 
to have shown no warping, buckling o 
change in linear dimensions. Since it is 
non-combustible, requires no frame and 
comes in a factory-finished white with .%5 
to .80 light reflection coefficient, the new 


board is well suited to low-cost suspended 
ceilings. 





NEEDING NO FRAME or cross 
support, the new board is easily 
used with continuous light trof 
fers. Workman at left install 
finish ceiling by merely slipping 
boards between flanges of prop 
erly spaced light troffers. Acces 
at any point for repairs is simple 
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aoe thy truited ples” 


This, too, is America. For true 
character is no better symbolized 
than by the fundamental goodness 
of the soil... 

And the more than six million 
fertile farmsteads, peopled with the 
earthy, land-wise sons and daughters 
of the country, who multiply the 
talents of nature to feed and clothe 
their fellow men. Nowhere does 
the “nobility of man” find kinder 
expression! 

On the farm, as in industry and 
commerce, imagination and deter- 
mination have always mixed freely 
to achieve our highest aims. But 
the painful transition from tilling 
earth with sharpened sticks to roll- 


STEEL PIPE MAKES 


ing the furrows of soil with multiple 
plows was no harder for the farmer 
to affect than the change from the 
sweep well to the automatic water 
system. 

Only the invention and mass pro- 
duction of steel pipe finally banished 
the old oaken bucket and made 
fresh, pure water under pressure 
available at the turn of a tap in the 
house, the barn or the “north forty.” 

Today America is the “bread 
basket of the world” largely because 
steel pipe... for irrigation, stock 
watering, spraying, labor saving, 
sanitation and just plain conven- 
ience... has made farming a modern 
industry. Itis the medium by which 


and through which the energies of 
water, gas, steam, oil and other 
resources of America are made the 
servants of Americans. Yes, steel 
pipe makes it possible! 

The interesting story of ‘Pipe in 
American Life’’ will be sent upon 
request. 


Committee on 
Steel Pipe Research 


AMERICAN IRON AND 
STEEL INSTITUTE 
350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 


IT POSSIBLE! 





(| 


. + better living through pipes of steel for plumbing and heating purposes. 
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VISION IN MOTION. Sy Lazio Moholy-Nagy. Paul Theobald, 
5 North Wavash Ave., Chicago 2, III. 361 pp. Illustrated. 7 full 
color plates. 8!/2 in. x 11 in. $10.50. 


As an extension of his previous work, The New Vision, which 
attempted to explain the educational methods of the old 
Bauhaus, this posthumous book by Moholy-Nagy expounds 
the philosophy underlying the educational program of the Art 
Institute, Chicago—successor organization founded by the 
author. While the second work is more ambitious and exten- 
sive in coverage, it is also a shade less esotoric. However, itis 
still no intellectual cinch, despite the fact that it was written 
“for the artist and the layman, for everyone interested in his 
relationship to our existing civilization.” 

Whether or not Moholy-Nagy was, in his own right, a crea- 
tive artist of great significance is, in the light of this book, 
secondary to his life-long attempt to effect a complete integra- 
tion of contemporary art, technology and science and a result- 
ing liberation of modern creative ability along constructive 
lines. His influence as teacher and artist has been one of the 
strongest of our generation but, in order to realize its full 
scope, it must be made comprehensible to laymen as well as to 
students. Unfortunately, although Vision in Motion does not 
entirely accomplish this end, it is a step in the right direction, 
tending to offset the deep aura of mysticism with which his 
more fanatical apostles have surrounded the name of Moholy- 
Nagy. 

Appreciation of the author’s cultural efforts lies in under- 
standing his philosophy. Their realization lies in mass 
re-education, the embryo of which is to be found in the old 
Bauhaus program. 

Speaking of this re-education, Moholy says: “The public is 
eager to learn; but without having been taught to think 
analytically, it succumbs to the influence of quick-flash 
commentators hired by, or unconsciously servile to, pressure 
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groups. . . Not given the tools of integration, the individua] jg 
not able to relate all this casual and scattered information into 
a meaningful synthesis. He sees everything in cliches, Hj, 
sensibility dulled, he loses the organic desire for self-expres. 
sion even on a modest level. His natural longing for direy 
contact with the vital, creative forces of existence becomes 
transformed into the status of being well informed and wel] 
entertained.” Not that bewailing the ills of our civilization 
is new or particularly commendable—it is the author’s faith 
in the potentiality of mankind and his formula for its ultimate 
social and cultural fruition that is important. He says: “} 
is individual as well as social waste to have eyes and not gee: 
ears and not hear; to destroy the endowment of instincts tp 
create. The result is an atrophy of capabilities, a step-by-step 
deterioration . . . Everyone has a creative nature. Everyone 
is naturally equipped to receive and assimilate sensory expe. 
riences; to think and feel . . . The sincere expression of the 
layman in any medium can be the start for ‘art’. This is why 
the amateur is one of the hopeful promises of a future society, 
He is an authentic testimonial of the manifold abilities of the 
human being to act and react purposefully if emotionally 


stimulated . . . Today, lacking the patterning and refinement | 
of emotional impulses through the arts, uncontrolled, inar. | 


ticulate and brutally destructive ways of release have become 
commonplace. Unused energies, subconscious frustrations, 
create the psychopathic borderline cases of neurosis. Art as 





| 





expression of the individual can be a remedy by sublimationol | 


aggressive impulses. Art educates the receptive facilities and 
it revitalizes the creative abilities. In this way art is rehabilita. 
tioh therapy through which confidence in one’s own creative 
power can be restored.” 
This emphasis on individual expression may seem no mor 
than a spark in infinity when related to the ultimate integra 
¥ tion and perfection of the human intellect. However, Moholy’ 
educational concept is a basic way of thinking which cannot 
help but penetrate and effect all phases of life and huma 
relationships. Because it is primarily a sensory education it 


is drawn forth and nurtured rather than applied like the | 


static imprint of academic learning and, for this reasol, 
envisages a limitless scope. But, while recognizing an innate 
creative urge in every human, Moholy is completely objective 
in his evaluation of individual limitations. As he puts it: 
“only the person who is able to rise beyond private sensations | 
and translate his intuitive grasp of the unadulterated problem | 
of his time into imagery . . . that is, into visible, audible am 
tactile forms can be ‘best’ ”’—or an artist of consequence. Bi 
even in the “poor,” “good” and “better” the creative impult 
is not to be ignored since the keystone to Moholy’s philosophj 
is his belief that design is not a profession but an attitul 
that exists in all human endeavor requiring nothing more thi 
education and release to emerge as a tangible quality. b 
explanation he says: “There is design in organization of em 
tional experiences, in family life, in labor relations, in a 
planning, in working together as civilized human beilg 
Ultimately. all problems of design merge into one great pt 
lem: ‘design for life.’ In a healthy society this design for lit 
will encourage every profession and vocation to play its pt 
since the degree of relatedness in all their work gives to # 
civilization its quality, This implies that it is desirable th 
everyone should solve his special task with the wide scope @ 
a true ‘designer,’ with the new urge to inte grated relationships 
It further implies that there is no hierarchy of the arts, pailt 
ing, photography, music, poetry, sculpture, architecture, ™ 
of any other fields such as industrial design. They are equal! 
valid departures toward the fusion of function and ‘design: 

(Continued on page MW 


























INSTALLATION TIME 
REDUCED 50% to 80% 


With Douglas Fir 


PRE-FIT 


Stock Doors 


Save Time—Save Labor—and : 
Get a Better Job . . . with 
These Improved Fir Doors! 





NE BUILDER reports as many as seven installa- 
ce in the time previously required for a 
single door! Savings of from 50% to 80% are 
common. 


That’s because Douglas fir stock dbors are pre-fit to 
exact size at the factory. They reach the job trimmed and 
squared, ready to hang. No sawing or planing is re- 





¥ 








quired. Precious time is saved — and there’s far less 
danger of on-the-job marring, “butchering” and poor 
alignment due to unskilled help or improper tools. 
Corners are clean, trim, true — scuff-stripped for protec- 
tion. The result: a better, as well as a faster, job! 


and PRE-SEALED, too, 
for Protection and Bétter Finish 


Douglas fir stock doors—featured in 
definite, plainly marked grades and a 
wide range of designs, including mod- 
ern 3-panel layouts adaptable to all 
types of building—are also pre-sealed 
at the factory. They reach the job 
fully prepared for a better finish. 
They’re protected against moisture 
and checking, with resulting improve- 
ment in dimensional stability. 














MORE FIR DOORS SOON! 


It is a fact that Douglas fir doors may con- 
tinue in short supply for a number of 
months. Two factors make this true: the 
present overwhelming demand—and the 
shortage of essential raw materials. But pro- 


duction IS stepping up. Warehouse and The National 
dealer stock should soon reflect this in- Association 
creased production. We suggest that you of Fir Door 
keep in touch with your regular source of Manufacturers 
supply. 





For Even Greater On-the-Job 
Economies, Specify Fir Doors 


“FACTRI- FIT” 


Durable, attractive Douglas 
fir doors may also be or- 
dered completely precision- 
machined—not only pre-fit 
and pre-sealed, but gained 
for hinges and mortised or 
bored for locks as well. 
Here again, cleaner, trim- 
mer jobs are assured, be- 
cause all work is done at 
the. factory by high-speed 
precision tools. Time sav- 





No on-the-job 


- mortising or bori 
ings more than offset the he 
slight additional cost. reyeres: 








For Better, Faster Installations, Specify: 
be 
Douglas Fir 


FIR DOOR INSTITUTE 
Tacoma 2, Washington 
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To the average person, the most baffling facets of Moholy- 
Nagy’s career were his own “non-objective” works—paint- 
ings, photographs, etc. An important clue to his personal 
standards of design, and one which is too seldom emphasized, 
is the enormous value he set upon intuition. However, Vision 
in Motion attempts to clarify this element: “The truth is that 
in spite of the best of these elements [a thorough knowledge 
of technique, scientific, psychological and sociological devel- 
opments | there remain imponderables which cannot be easily 
defined. 

“After the execution of a design, we may rationalize many 
of these imponderables since some of them may be traced 
back to facts which are the subject of conscious argument. 
The real difficulty arises before the design is made . . . Prac- 
tice proves that there is always a possibility of alternative 





Win Praise and Higher Arppraioal sal 
SPECIFY KINTRIM 


FOR MORE 


Sd 
ESSENTIAL INTERIOR MO [ e 
RESIDENTIAL « ( g ( 45 











The graceful and lustrous beauty of 
KINTRIM catches your client’s eye—accents 
features of interior design that, 
otherwise, might go unappreciated. And 
KINTRIM affords you greater freedom 
along modern, sweeping lines . . . For 
these metal mouldings also have the 
structural precision you need and want 
for more attractive, practical use of: 

(1) Wallboards, and (2) Linoleums for 
walls, counters, and floors. 


For “‘visible value’’—to fit covering 
materials snugly—KINTRIM is precision- 
made in a complete range of gauges. And 
every section of KINTRIM Stainless Steel 
embodies Kinkead’s refinement—the 
Rolled Edge—to protect hands and 
clothes from snagging. 


KINTRIM beauty and utility can add to 
the recognition you already enjoy. 
Specify it—as the finishing touch for 
more ‘‘visible value!”’ 


Detailed data on KINTRIM 
Stainless and Aluminum de- 
signs may be had promptly. 
Write our ‘Architects’ Dept.” 


KINKEAD INDUSTRIES 


INCORPORATED 


440-450 W. SUPERIOR ST., CHICAGO 10, ILL. 
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design solutions with greater or less ‘objective’ quality ,__ 
Among the multitude of scientific and technological alterna. 
tives, the answer concerning trends as well as the matter of 
basic visual and plastic shapes, and their essential psychp, 
physical role, mainly comes from intuition. The choice jg 
not based upon considerations of the single element per se by 
upon the relationships with the whole life . . . The vividness 
of inner visualization is a measure of the designer’s ingenuity, 
Intuitive assurances are often infinitely better expressed hy 
him directly in the work than in verbalization. The intuitive 
process has a speed and certainty that the conscious canno 
match . . . Conscious insight tends to be hampered by th 
verbal limitation, tends to be too conformist to the syllogistic 
world of cause and effect. The intuitive is the fluid world of 
all the senses whose movements throw up ever new forms anj 
meanings.” 

By far the greatest portion of the book is taken up with 
the application of Moholy-Nagy’s philosophy to a specific 
educational program which includes painting, photography, 
sculpture, space-time problems, motion pictures, literature 
and group poetry. It ends with a proposal for an internation 
parliament on social design to “restore the basic unity of 
human experience” and to prepare new, collective forms af 
cultural and social life for a coming generation. Whether o 
not such a proposal is feasible one cannot doubt the author: 
utter sincerity and profound feeling in the human struggle. 
The word “visionary” has often been applied to Moholy-Nagy 
It may be a shade too strong. However, as his book testifies | 
he was one of the deepest thinkers of the twentieth centun | 
artistic world and probably a greater philosopher than painter, 
Unlike most of his eminent contemporaries, he never con | 
sidered himself The Master but remained always the scholar | 
and researcher, feeling new humility when confronted }y | 
the terrific potential of mankind’s creative power. Unforte | 
nately, the influence of his own compositions can be seen it 
gruesome travesty in ateliers and art galleries the world ov 
simply because the philosophical basis of his artistic concept 
has not been fully understood. Facile doodling was not what 
Moholy-Nagy had to give to the world. It can only be hopel 
that this book will have a wide enough readership to offs 
more cheap mimicry.—M.S. 





THE GRASS ROOTS OF ART (No. 2 in the series, Problem 
of Contemporary Art). Herbert Read. Wittenborn and Compan) 
New York City. 92 pp. 7/2 x 104 in. Illustrated. $1.75. 
Bothered by western civilization as he sees it today, Herlet 
Read is still no Spenglerian—although having been bitten# 
one point by Burckhardt. In a series of lectures delivered # 
year at Yale University and now printed in this paper-bat 
book, gloom is interspersed with hope: “Our _particilt 
trouble,” he laments, “in this air-conditioned nightmare wit 
we call a civilization, is that we have lost the very notion ¢ 
cultivating the senses, until butter-fingered and tonguetié 
half-blind and deaf to all nervous vibrations, we stumlt 
through life unaware of its most appealing aspects, lost! 
its intensest joys and communions,. Frustrated and brutaliast 
we drift between the boredom of peace and the self-inflie# 
wounds of war, and dismiss as lunatic those few quiet voit 
that speak of love and beauty and of the renunciation *® 
must accept, of power, wealth and pride, if we would hae} 
the influence of beauty and love prevail in our lives.” 
“Personally,” says Author Read, “I would like to be a puts 
in art, just as I would like to be an individualist in ethics" 
an idealist in philosophy; but common sense compels m® 
a relativist or pragmatist attitude in these matters. In 
(Continued on page 4 
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Architect: S. J. Kessler 
General Contractors: K & L Construction Co., Inc. 


Modern appearance, modern efficiency, 
modern economy—those are the main ad- 
vantages your clients get when you specify PC 
Glass Blocks. 
Panels of gleaming glass blocks make any plant 
a thing of beauty. Spacious interiors, with plenty 
of cheery clear daylight, are pleasant places to 
turn out good work. And the light can be direc- 
ted to where it is needed most, even to areas 
remote from light openings. 
PC Glass Blocks are hollow, have definite in- 
sulating properties. Heat losses through light 





transmitting areas are reduced to the minimum. 
Desired temperatures are easier to maintain and 
condensation is minimized. Infiltration of de- 
structive dust and grit is prevented. 

These are some of the reasons why many archi- 
tects are specifying PC Glass Blocks for new con- 
struction and for modernizing projects. You will 
want to know all the advantages your clients get 
with PC Glass Blocks. Send the convenient cou- 
pon today for our authoritative booklet. The 


Pittsburgh Corning Corporation also makes PC 
Foamglas Insulation. 


PC GLASS BLOCKS... the mark of a modern building 


GLASS BLOGKRS 





FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SEE OUR INSERTS IN SWEET’S CATALOGS 


e 
| Pittsburgh Corning Corporation 
Room 663, 682 Duquesne Way 

| Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 

| Please send along my free copy of your new book 
| on the use of PC Glass Blocks for Industrial Build- 
| ings. It is understood that I incur no obligation. 
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wis you specify “Pyrofax’’ gas you solve 

three important appliance problems for homes 
beyond the gas mains. Your clients will enjoy the 
city conveniences of a Magic Chef range, a silent 
Servel refrigerator, and an automatic water 
heater—all operated by this economical and 


dependable gas. 


*““Pyrofax” gas gives instantaneous heat. The 
automatic above-ground system provides unin- 
terrupted service. For complete information, see 
our catalog in Sweet’s File, or write to ““Pyrofax” 
Gas Division, Dept. A-2, Carbide and Carbon 
Chemicals Corporation, 30 East 42nd Street, 
New York 17, N. Y. 


SUPERIOR BOTTLED GAS SERVICE ay 
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I am frankly a pluralist. Somewhere in the complex strand 
of human development there is a pure strain of aesthetic 
sensibility; perhaps, under laboratory conditions, it can be 
isolated. But usually it is intertwined with other threads, 
of magic, religion, science or politics; and according to the 
number and twist of these threads, the aesthetic sense is 
distorted and transfigured . . . The question artists must 
therefore ask themselves is whether, recognizing the transi- 
tional nature of our period, they should wait for a cultural 
pattern to be determined by economic factors, and then more 
or less consciously conform to it, or whether they should adopt 
the only alternative policy and be content to make their art 
an expression of their separate and unique personalities.” 

In four lectures: Society and Culture; the Social Basis 
of Great Architecture; the Aesthetic Method of Education; 
and Towards a Duplex Civilization (of appeal to students, 
professors and the public as well) —Read “accepts the theses 
of both Marx and Ruskin and attempts to reconcile them.” 
Culture he holds to be spontaneous: “A great period of artistic 
creation is never planned; it grows out of the grass roots of 
a civilization and is largely unconscious in its origins and 
development. For that reason any grandiose schemes for 
rebuilding our monstrous cities, for replanning the country- 
side, redistributing populations and industries—all these will 
have but a negative effect on the general standard of taste 
unless accompanied by the rebirth of a basic or native aes- 
thetic sensibility.” And to develop that sensibility, education 
is needed, “based on the acquisition of physical skills—skills 
which may be either practical and utilitarian, or ritualistic 
and recreational, but which always involve, as the price of 
efficiency, the cultivation of harmony and grace. . 

(Continued on page 148) 











Hendrick 
Grille 


in linen closet door 


In the Futura House, Portchester, 
N. Y., the architect used Hen- 
drick Grilles (without glass) in 
doors of linen clesets to permit 
full circulation of air to prevent 
mildew. Note attractive decora- 


tive effect. 
screen H ENDRICK 
Perforated Metal Screens 


Architectural Grilles vung Company 





Mitco Open Stee! Flooring, 


“*Shur-Site’’ Treads and 35 DUNDAFF STREET, CARBONDALE, PA. 
Armorgrids Sales Offices in Principal Cities 
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| What things do you think of when we say “aluminum ? 


When asked that question in a recent survey, products ... to interpret them in terms of better Collier's, Time, Sunset, and will reach a total 

92% of the people interviewed replied: “Pots and living and thus create demand .. . is the objective audience of over 30 million every month! Such 

| pans.” of the above advertisement and the many that will advertising, we believe, is bound to influence the 
On the other hand. less than 4% mentioned such follow. buying habits of a big share of this audience. 
aluminum “naturals” as roofing and siding, They will appear, in full color, in such top-read Which will mean a lot more business for the 


heating and ventilating equipment, gutters and 


down-spouts, busses, garage doors, garden tools, 
home-trailers. 


What does this mean? 


Simply that while aluminum has proved itself 
the successor of other metals in hundreds of 


. . = o 
applications ... public awareness has largely 
remained at the pot-and-pan level. 
And without awareness, how can there be 

demand? 


To increase consumer awareness of aluminum a Permanente Metals product 


magazines as Saturday Evening Post, Newsweek, makers of aluminum products. 


Ready to serve you-Zaaay... 





DISTRIBUTED BY PERMANENTE PRODUCTS COMPANY, KAISER BLDG., OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA .. . WITH OFFICES IN: 


Seattle, Wash. * Oakland, Calif. * Los Angeles, Calif. * Dallas, Texas * Wichita, Kan. * Kansas City, Mo. * St. Louis, Mo. * Atlanta, Ga. * Minneapolis, Minn. * Milwaukee, Wis. 
Chicago, Ill.» Cincinnati, Ohio * Cleveland, Ohio * Detroit, Mich. * Boston, Mass. * Hartford, Conn. * Buffalo, N. Y. * New York City, N. Y. + Philadelphia, Pa. * Washington, D.C. 
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Walk with Safety 








STORES 
RESTAURANTS- 


OFFICE 
BUILDINGS 


INDUSTRIAL 
PLANTS 


HOSPITALS 
SCHOOLS 


RAILROAD AND 
BUS STATIONS 


AIRPORT 
TERMINALS 


on NORTON FLOORS 


Tae same characteristics of hardness 
and toughness which make Alundum 
abrasive so useful in grinding wheels, 
also give it valuable properties as a 
wear-resistant and non-slip flooring 
material. 


Alundum Stair and Floor Tiles, for ex- 
ample, provide a flat, smooth surface 
that is non-slip even when wet. And 
they will not wear slippery from foot 
traffic. There are also Alundum Mosaics 
for use where small tiles are desired 
and Alundum Aggregates to add safety 
and durability to terrazo and cement 
floors and stairs. 


You will find NORTON FLOORS pro- 
viding safe walk-ways in thousands of 
buildings the country over. Catalog 
1935-C gives the full story including 
sizes and colors. Write for a copy — 
no obligation. 


NORTON COMPANY 
WORCESTER 6, MASS. 


Behr-Manning, Troy, N. Y., is a Norton Division 


See this catalog in Sweet's. 


EY bh ee 
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“The greatness of great architecture is not to be explained 
by national greatness: its secret is not to be found in race, 
not in blood, not in soil, not even in religion, but in a certain 
social structure animated by a spirit which may be religious 
or may be political, but which essentially owes its efficacy 
to its integrity—its wholeness and smallness, its all-over-ness 
and intimacy... 


“The most we can venture to assert is that when the indi- 
vidual will is in unison with the general will, when the per- 
sonal consciousness merges into group consciousness, then 
a transformation takes place . .. We must create the social 
structure which will ensure the interplay of individual freedom 
and mutual aid.”—E.B. 


THE PRACTICE OF DESIGN. Edited by Herbert Read. Percy 
Lund, Humphries & Co. Ltd., London. 227 pp., illustrated, 8 x 10 
in., 25 shillings. 


Eleven English industrial designers have written a chapter 
each, dealing with their special fields of textiles, pottery, 
architecture, product design, etc., to produce this very hand- 
some report on what is being done to create new design 


.standards. Herbert Read has written an excellent introduc- 


tion, while Hans Schleger, designer of the book, was allowed 
the last word on the manner in which the volume was put 
together. Despite its pale, vegetable-colored exterior, the 
book’s contents are rather meaty. The writers of The Practice 
of Design obviously know what they are talking about, and. 
more important, seem to know as much about the manufacture 

as about the design of their products. 
In a book produced in the years of British “austerity.” it 
is interesting to note a trend away from the nakedly functional 
(Continued on page 152) 











In office buildings in major cities throughout the 
country, in the nation’s important hospitals, in pub- 
lic and parochial schools from coast to coast .. . 
and in thousands of industrial plants, too . . . you'll 
find Halsey Taylor Drinking Fountains the logical 
installations. 

Patented health-promoting, trouble-proof fea- 
tures make them easily the most hygienic fountains 
you can specify! Get our latest catalog. 


THE HALSEY W. TAYLOR CO. 


WARREN, O. 


Waleey- Taylor 


2 DRINKING FOUNTAINS 


























In the Institute of the University City 
of Caracas, Venezuela 


help protect plaster beauty .. . contribute to 
ease and economy of maintenance... 


For plaster surfaces that are perma- 
nently beautiful — and for practical 
utility — it pays to incorporate Mil- 
cor Steel Building Products in your 
designs and specifications. 

The Milcor organization has the 
experience and “know how” to help 
you attain especially satisfactory re- 
sults with fireproof construction — 
on large projects like the one illus- 


trated or on smaller structures. 





In metal lath, corner beads, metal 
trim, casings, and window stools, 
Milcor leads the field. 


Consult the catalog of Milcor 
Steel Building Products in Sweet's, 


or write today for the Milcor Manual. 


MILCOR STEEL COMPANY 


Inland Steel Products 
MILWAUKEE 1, WISCONSIN 
Baltimore 24, Md. Buffalo 11, N. Y. 
Chicago 9, Ill. 

Cincinnati 25, Ohio Cleveland 14, Ohio 
Detroit 2, Mich. 


Kansas City 8, Mo. Los Angeles 23, Calif. 
Rochester 9, N. Y. 


F-290 


illustrated 
ore models of the 
Institute of the Uni- 
versity City of Caracas, 
Venezuela. Architect: Eg- 
gers & Higgins, New York, 
N. Y. Contractor: Geo. 
A. Fuller — Merritt, 
Chapman & Scott 
Assoc., New York, 
N. Y. 





Super-Ex 
Corner Bead 





Milcor Expansion Corner Beads 
Give plaster corners the double rein- 
forcement of a metal bead and ex- 
panded metal wings; vulnerable points 
are protected against unsightly cracks, 
chipping, or cleavage. 


Style K — with 
expansion wings 


Milcor Metal Access Doors 
Ready to install flush with finished 
wall or ceiling surface. Require no 
special framing. Permit key points in 
plumbing, heating, electrical, and re- 
frigeration systems to be reached con- 
veniently. Styles are available for use 
with all modern materials, such as 
plaster, masonry, brick, stone, tile, ac- 
coustical material, wallboard, etc. 


No. 3 
Expcnsion 





Milcor Expansion Base Screeds — 
Provide permanent separation between 
plaster and flush cement base. Ex- 
pansion wings of strong mesh lath 
reinforce against cracks at juncture. 
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No, he’s not washing the floor .-- 
he’s. hardening it with 


LAPIDOLITH 


to save it from concrete 
dusting and disintegration 


LAPIDOLITH Liquid (patented) thoroughly hardens concrete floors for 
heavy-duty service without interrupting work schedules saves the 
cost and inconvenience of patching and retopping. 


10 TIMES HARDER 
LAPIDOLITH penetrates quickly and deeply, reacting with the lime in the 
cement to form a close-grained, granite-like surface 10 times harder 
than untreated concrete. Dusting is eliminated, danger from alternate 
freezing and thawing minimized; floor protected against action of oils 
and many chemicals. Excellent for terrazzo floors, too 


EASY TO APPLY 

Lapidolizing is just as easy as washing a floor The first treatment is the 
only treatment—the first cost is the only cost. ge 
In fact, the results gained with LAPIDOLITH P 
cost less than any other known method of 
dustproofing and wearproofing floors! 

More facts in SWEET’S, or write Dept AQ, 
for illustrated brochure packed with floor- 
saving information. 





You con do this to mony 
untreated concrete floors, 
but not to o Lapidolized 







floor! 


SONNEBORN’ 


‘‘BUILDING SAVERS’’ 













if ft’s 
WORTH BUILDING 
it’s 
Floor Treatments * Woxes * Paints and WORTH SAVING 
Protective Coatings * Concrete and Mor- 
tor Admixtures °* Woterproofing and 
Dampproofing * Caulking Compounds 
Roof Coatings 






Building Products Division, L, SONNEBORN SONS, INC., New York 16, ®. ¥. 


In the Southwest: Sonneborn Bros, Dalles 1. Texas 
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toward a new consciousness of “beauty” and “style”—two very 
real and human needs. This trend is most noticeable in the 
gay patterns that illustrate Alastair Morton’s article on tex- 
tiles and Victor Skellern’s expert piece on pottery. Mr. Read 
says, in part: “... the man in the bus... (is) not interested 
in . . . Museum or Art Gallery ... beauty .. .” Instead, 
Mr. Read thinks, he needs a new aesthetic more closely related 
to the realities of his life. Of this he says, later on: “.. . 
simplicity is, after all, an aesthetic prejudice. It appeals to 
some sensibilities, but not necessarily to all. . . there must be 
some less obvious quality involved—some appeal to our senses 
as well as to our reason .. .” 

That this appeal to our senses must not again take the form 
of “the latest antiques” goes without saying. But in the U. S.., 
unlike England, where the demand for consumer goods is 
virtually filled, industrial designers are called in, more often 
than not, to merchandise a drug on the market, rather than 
design it for use. For such U. S. designers this book should 
be a useful propaganda weapon to point out that the potential 
consumer's sense of beauty will lead him to a really well- 
designed product and may make him bypass the shoddy, the 
pretentious and the chromium-frilled. Although this rather 
prosaic lesson is occasionally nullified by poor illustrations 
that fail to add “punch” to a good contention—and is also 
occasionally confused by the current political prejudices of a 
few of the writers—this book might well serve as a textbook 
for a detailed and competent course on contemporary design. 

Incidentally, eight and a half symbolic drawings of a cross 
sected and slightly hyperthyroid human eye will haunt you 
across the pages of The Practice of Design and, unless you 
happen to be an opthomologist, you may find yourself able 
to do without them.—P.B. 
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Built to fit 


YOUR DESIGN 
...any size 
...any shape 


JUST LINE Custom-Fabricated Stainless Steel Sinks 
and Cabinet Tops have gained prestige that will be 
maintained. Standard “Package Kitchen’’ work has 
never been allowed to interfere with our custom- 
built business. We take a great deal of pride in the 


quality of our custom fabrication and the exclusive 
advantages of... 


Katliluse 
Butt Line ™ DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 


Radiiluxe Stainless Steel sinks and cabinet tops give 
you two important advantages: 


IN-BUILT ANTI-SPLASH RIM ON 
BOWLS, DOUBLE-PITCH DRAIN- 


BOARDS with no channels to clean, no 
grooves to endanger fine glassware. 














ALL WELDED, seamless construction polished to a beautiful satin finish . . . 
radius corners in bowls... vertically and horizontally ... fully sound dead- 
ened and many other quality features. 

Other JUST LINE products are Cabineteer “Package Unit” Stainless 
Steel Sinks, Stainless Steel Scullery Sinks, and Galvanized Scullery Sinks 
that are hot-dip galvanized after fabrication. 


Write today for bulletins and details. 


LB. 
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Planning buildings that produce more rentable space 
that’s the way today. This can be done with 2-Inch Solid 
Partitions of RockLatH* plaster base and Rep Top Plaster. 
With 2-Inch Solid Rocktatu and Rep Top* Plaster 
partitions, an additional three inches of space is obtained 
along the full length of the partition, compared to a four 
inch masonry non-bearing partition approximately five 
inches in thickness when plastered. In an average 20 ft. 
by 20 ft. office this means 5 square feet of additional office 


United St 





MORE ROOM— 
WITH 2-INCH SOLID 


ROCKLATH AND PLASTER PARTITIONS 


[eno oe OE OF 













MORE RENT 


space. Thus your clients obtain a greater rentable floor space. 
Truly, 2-Inch Solid RockLatnu and Rep Top Plaster parti- 
tions result in More Room—More Rent. 

This advantage, plus a saving in weight, accounts for 
the modern trend toward this new method of partition 
construction. Write United States Gypsum, Dept. 122, 
Chicago 6, for your copy of the new technical information 
booklet “2-Inch Solid Rockiatu and Plaster Partitions, 
AIA File No. 20-B-3.” *Trade Marks Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 


ates Gypsum 








Gypsum + Lime «+ Steel 








For Building « For industry 


Insulation + Roofing + Paint 
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two 5"x8" openings: concrete or brick cover 








RETURN AIR entering grille 
~—‘located in hall ceiling. 


MORTEMP FURNACE inside 
brick walled combination 
air shoft—furnace room 









- 18" above roof ridge 














WARM AIR FURNACE, lightweight and efficient, builds 
directly into chimney. 


*® A fully-automatic warm air furnace weighing only 98 lbs., the 


new Mortemp is designed to build directly into a 25 x 25 in. 


square flue in the chimney. The furnace proper consists of 


30-in. high firebox, with oil- or gas-fired burner and controls. 
This is topped by a porcelain steel stack, 14 in. in diameter, 
and of variable height. Centered in the 25-in. square “furnace 
room,” this stack acts as a heat exchanger to returned air 
forced down and around it by a blower located above the 
ceiling line. Heated air is delivered at the bottom of the 
unit to either ducts or grilles. These takeoffs may be either 
above or below the floor line and on any or all sides. Pollution 
of circulating air by combustion fumes of furnace is prevented 
by a steel collar around top of heat exchanger which seals off 
plenum chamber below from upper part of flue. The Mor- 
temp, which delivers 60,000 BTU, is now available in oil-fired 
version; gas-fired model is scheduled for production shortly. 
The unit may be completely installed by two trained men in 
half a day, after chimney is completed. Costs are estimated 
at $350 to $400, exclusive of masonry. 

Manufacturer: Mortemp Company, 3601 Cumberland St., 
N.W., Washington, D. C. 


COMBINATION BALANCING VALVE AND AIR VENT for 
radiant heating systems reduces installation costs. 
Radiantrol valve is a unique combination balancing valve and 
air vent conveniently packaged for use in radiant heating 
installations. Fitting into wrought iron hot water pipe coils 


=< fiber container 
becomes pouring 
eK wn] form 


bevelled edge 
focilitates welding 


buried up to a depth of 8 in. below the concrete surface, the 
entire valve is always accessible. The valve-air vent unit con- 
sists of a butterfly valve built into a wrought iron tee, beveled 
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for easy welding into coils; a brass floor plate; control stem; 
and a fiber, cylinder-shaped container. Extending from the 
valve to a 35% in. diameter, brass floor plate is a hollow brass 
control stem which can be cut to appropriate length. Traffic 
plate fits flush with the concrete floor, is marked to indicate 
open and closed position. The fiber shipping container 
becomes the concrete pouring form. It fits snugly over the 
pipe so the concrete will not flow around the valve itself, Tp 
vent a radiant heating system with this valve, the floor plate 
and stem are removed and a small cap screw on the top of 
the valve bonnet, factory-drilled to permit escape of air from 
the piping system, is turned. According to the manufacturer, 
use of the valve is expected to reduce materially the installa. 
tion cost of radiant heating systems because additional piping, 
fittings and welding required for air vents are eliminated, 
Radiantrol valve comes in 114 in. size, is adaptable to both 
1 in. and 1% in. pipes. Another model, designed for hand 
operation and installation in a valve pit or cupboard, is also 
being manufactured. 

Manufacturer: Homestead Valve Manufacturing Co., Ine. 
Coraopolis, Pa. 


VENTILATOR for use in kitchens, laundries, etc., features 
efficient air movement, easy installation and maintenance. 
For use in kitchens, laundries and bathrooms of homes, or in 
offices, reception rooms, dressing and rest rooms of commer. 
cial buildings, the Fasco ventilator is an exhaust-type unit of 
new design. It features a single automatic control, new high 
efficiency in air movement, and quick, easy installation and 
maintenance. One control opens and closes the outside door. 
starts and stops the fan automatically, Engineered design o/ 
the fan, motor and telescoping tubular duct makes possible 
efficient straight line air movement of 405 cu. ft. per min., ora 
complete air change every three minutes in an average size 
kitchen. Simple, open design of both duct and grille facilitate 
cleaning. According to the manufacturer, the new ventilator 
can be quickly and easily installed in new or existing homes 
at low cost. It fits walls from 5 in. to 94 in. thick, and up to 
13% in. thick with an extra sleeve. Powered by a long-lived 
shaded pole motor with self-aligning bearings and extra oil 
reservoir for a minimum of care, standard unit operates on 
115 v., 60 cycle, A.C. Units for operation on 230 v., 60 cycle, 
AC will also be available. Fasco ventilator is approved by the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, retails for $24.95, including excise 
tax. 
Manufacturer: F. A. Smith Manufacturing Co., Inc., 255 N. 
Union St., Rochester, N. Y. 


HOME FREEZER of 7.5 cu. ft. capacity incorporates space 
saving features. 

The Orley Super-Seven Home Freezer, 
with a capacity of 7.5 cu. ft. for storing 
up to 300 lbs. of food, is said to require 
less floor space than any freezer of its 
capacity. Compared with the Orley 5 
cu. ft. model it measures only 1 in. wider 
(33 in.), retaining the same 36 in. height 
and 28 in. depth, yet provides 50 per cent 
more freezing and storing area. This is 
due, according to the manufacturer, to s 

the use of Monsanto Chemical’s Santocel insulation in the 
freezer construction, The Super-Seven incorporates Orley’s 
“Speed Flo” principal of coolant action for freezing and stor 
ing in a single unit and the patented “Handeez-Tray.” This 
tray, which swings into position as the lid is raised, is suitable 
for freezing and storing desserts, (Continued on page 162) 
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e 
DARE: 
n@ Jo 10,000 “Confirmed Skeptics” 


to write on, walk on, smear beautiful Stainproof VARLAR 


— and prove it’s the most amazing wall covering ever known! 


Varlar is so enduring it can be washed 25,000 
times —and still look new! Not a claim—but fact, 
proved by critical tests in the laboratory and actual 
usage. Proved, too, that oil, ink, grease, mercuro- 
chrome, jam, crayon, syrup, candy, vinegar, pen- 
cil, lipstick, hot kitchen grease, dirt accumulation 
—STAINS OF ALL KINDS—easily, quickly wash off 


Varlar with ordinary soap and water. 


Not a plastic-coated paper, Varlar has no coat- 
ings to crack, peel or discolor. Its stainproofness 
goes clear through, lasts for life... resists water, 


fire, vermin, bacteria, too! 


Skeptical? Then send handy coupon for FREE 
Varlar sample. Make your own tests with any ‘of 
the staining agents above, watch Varlar come 
clean with soap and water. 90 breathtakingly 
beautiful styles... plaids, florals, weaves, stripes, 
pictorials, solid tones ... go up easily as wallpaper. 
Send coupon today. 


A scientific triumph after 9 years 
research! Now ready to begin a new 
era of low-cost wall beauty and 
maintenance in hospitals, schools, 
theaters, hotels, restaurants, 

buildings of all kinds. 





World-famed artists and wallpaper 
designers styled Varlar. New use 
of plastics achieves dramatic, full- 
dimensional designs . . . true-to- 
life colors never before possible. 





Pe 


VARLAR 


Stainproof Wall Covering 





VARLAR, INC., Dept. B-97 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago 54, Illinois 


I’m skeptical, but willing to be shown. So send my rree Varlar 
sample and I’!] make my own tests. 
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VARLAR, Inc., Division of UNATED WALLPAPER Chicago ress 
atria 
; A Cit salient te’ z i ae 
Available in Canada through Trimz Co., of Canada, Ltd., Toronto ~~ rig: cen 
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jellos or ice cubes, makes frequently used foods readily 
available. The 29 in. wide horizontal, quick-freezing shelves 
for freezing and~storing foods automatically maintain a tem- 
perature between 15 and 20 degrees below zero. Other fea- 
tures of the freezer include an all-aluminum evaporator, com- 
pletely automatic operation, “Moisture-Miser” to prevent 
accumulation of moisture in the freezing system and a 1/5 h.p. 
hermetically sealed condensing unit. Defrosting is said to be 
unnecessary. Price of freezer is about $259.50. 
Manufacturer: Orley Freezers, Inc., 680 East Fort St., De- 
troit, Mich. 


GAS RANGE incorporates features for easier, better, cleaner 
and cooler cooking. 

The new automatic Glenwood gas range, designed to give a 

built-in appearance with standard kitchen cabinets, incorpor- 





“WerSarT 


Compartments for Fine Buildings 





Typical WEISART installation in offices of the Liberty Mutual Insurance Co., Boston, Mass. 
Architect —Chester Lindsay Churchill, Boston 


Designed and engineered to har- 
monize with new trends in finest 
buildings, WEISART Flush Com- 
partments are thoroughly field 
tested, and have won wide accept- 
ance. The rigid, flush stile construc- 
tion eliminates posts and head 
tails. Weis cut-out type top gravity 
hinge permits doors and stiles to 
line up at top. 

Doors, stiles and partitions are 
of highest class flush construction 


of bonderized, zinc-coated steel, 
with edges locked and sealed. Syn- 
thetic baked enamel finish is easily 
cleaned, available in any solid 
colors selected for desired color 
treatment. Partitions and stiles are 
supported clear of walls, eliminat- 
ing dirt-catching corners. 

Write today for your copy of 
Catalog No. 19 containing detailed 
information on WEISART and 
WEISTEEL compartments. 


Henry Weis Mfg. Co., Inc., 621 Weisway Blidg., Elkhart, Ind. 
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ates five major improvements to make cooking easier, better, 
cleaner and cooler. These include: air cooled construction of 
sides and top; Focused-Heat top burners; full size, high, 
automatic roll-out broiler; 20-in. deep Even Heat Flow oven 
and convenience features to facilitate cleaning. The ney 
range fits flush against the wall, against cabinets on both 
sides and in line with top and front of cabinets. According 
to the manufacturer, this is possible because the range incor. 
porates an “air curtain” around each burner and a double 
wall insulation with “air wash” around oven to keep the range 
top and side panels cool. Set into the one-piece, air-cooled 
top are four Focused-Heat burners with removable chrome 
reflector bowls. These sit close to the utensil, provide even 
heat distribution on full flame or simmer. The full-size, auto. 
matic, waist-high broiler is equipped with a roll-o-matic 
device. Thus it slides out easily, eliminates stooping and 
bending. It is reported to provide more even heat distribution 
over a larger effective broiling area and to eliminate broiling 
smoke. Broiler runners, broiling pan and grid, oven rack 
and bottom are easily removable for cleaning. The Even-Heat 
Flow oven provides uniform heat distribution at all tempera. 
tures, is equipped with an Automaticook control. Oven broiler 
and burners automatically light with a turn of the dial switch, 
Glenwood’s new line is comprised of 6 models. Among the 
more popular are two, 4burner, divided top ranges and a 6 
burner model. This 6-burner unit has 2 ovens and 2 com. 
pletely separate broilers, is designed to take up no more 
kitchen space than a standard 4-burner range. 
Manufacturer: Glenwood Range Co., Taunton, Mass. 


SINK has two bowls, two drainboards, 4 drawers, 3 storage 
compartments. 

American Central’s new double-bowl, double-drainboard, 6 
in. wide sink, complete with 4 drawers and 3 storage compart. 
ments, is said to include many engineering and work saving 
features. The two large bowls 
and the drainboards are made 
of acid-resisting porcelain 
enamel. A chrome-plated brass 
faucet assembly mounted on 
the back splashboard includes 
a built-in, fingertip controlled, 
spray attachment. One drawer 
is linoleum lined and divided 
to accommodate cutlery. To simplify cleaning, slotted pulls 
beneath the front drawer panel replace conventional handles. 
The storage compartments may be equipped with regular 
shelves or, if desired, with additional concealed drawers. 
Patented double-action hinges on the doors of the storage 
compartments hold them firmly in place. Recessed front and 
offset base provide ample toe and knee room. 
Manufacturer: American Central Division, The Aviation 
Corp., Connersville, Ind. 





ONE-PIECE RECEPTOR for tile showers features non-slip 
safety floor design. 
Designed to facilitate con- 
struction and installation of 
built-in shower stalls, the 
new patented Adapto Recep- 
tor carries the Underwriters’ 
Laboratory approval for its 
non-slip safety floor design. ’ 
This safety factor, according to the manufacturer, is not only 
important to home owners, but is (Continued on page 166) 


































Atrimtrio of American-Standard 
roducts makes this combina- 

tion kitchen and utility room for 
small homes unusually conven- 
ient, attractive, and sanitary. } he 

ROYAL HOSTESS Sink is of rigid 
iron with a heavy coating 
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Easy to \nstall... 


\ 
AND HOW \T PLEASES CLIENTS: 


, bound to be pleased, 
and your clients, too, when you specify Emerson- 
Electric Kitchen Ventilating Fans in your home- 
building or modernization plans. 


Priced surprisingly low, these sturdy fans whisk 
out kitchen cooking heat and odors, prevent spread 
of greasy vapors to living room furnishings, wood- 
work, walls and curtains. 

Square, weather-tight outer door frame is easy to 
brick or frame around. Telescoping sleeve is adjust- 
able to any wall thickness up to 13 inches. Ten-inch 
quiet-type fan blades move 570 CFM in free air. 

For installation data, refer to the Emerson-Electric 
Catalog in 1947 Sweets Architectural File, or write 
for free Folder No. 204 today! 


THE EMERSON ELECTRIC MFG. CO. 


St. Lovis 21, Missouri 
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124 DIA. 
134° SQUARE 














ie SQUARE 
134 SQUARE 
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even more appreciated for hotel, institution and public build. 
ing installation because of its effect on insurability and ingyy. 
ance rates. Adapto Receptor is of sturdy, one-piece construe. 
tion. It is made of wear-resisting porcelain enamel on heavy 
steel and is embossed to prevent slippage. Strongly reinforced, 
it will withstand many times the weight of ordinary bathers 
without cracking, crazing or “oil-canning.” It is light and 
easy to handle, is engineered for time- and labor-saving 
installation in combination with ceramic and metal tile, struc. 
tural glass and composition wall materials. No lead pan or 
other extra floor preparation is required for installation. 
Adapto Receptor will be available shortly in two sizes: 32, 
32 in. and 36 x 36 in. 

Manufacturer: Bathe-Rite Division, Milwaukee Stamping Co, 
824 South 72nd St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


PATHWAY LIGHT for use along paths, walks, driveways, ete, 
The Cannon Pathfinder Light is designed to illuminate drive. 
ways, pathways in gardens or grounds, steps, and other places 
where illumination is required in moderate volume for safety, 
convenience or decoration. Consisting of a lighting 

unit, riser conduit and canopy base with outlet box 

and 7 in. spike, it is furnished for low voltage or 
standard 100 v. circuits. The lamp section, cylin- 

drical in shape and measuring 3 x 3 in., consists 

of an aluminum cap, lens socket, and yoke section 

over a socket tube. Crystal polystyrene lens of 7 
prisms is standard although various combinations 

may be made with amber, green, red and blue for 
directional lighting. The lamp section mounts on 

the conduit pipe which has a canopy base meeting 
the ground level. Under this base is the outlet box and a spike 
for anchoring into the ground. Knockouts are provided in the 
outlet box for conduit. 

Manufacturer: Cannon Electric Development Co., 3209 Hum. 
boldt St., Los Angeles 31, Calif. 


STAINLESS STEEL AWNINGS for commercial establishments 
combine appearance, weather protection and service. 
Perma-Steel Lifetime Awnings provide commercial buildings 
and establishments with colorful, year-round, all weather 
protection. Fabricated of stainless steel, permanently spol 
welded and trimmed in a choice of 
ten colors, they are said to represent 
a popular priced, lifelong investment 
in appearance and comfort. Con- 
struction is of tubular-strut type 
which provides ample rigidity to 
withstand wind drag or heavy load- 
ing of ice or snow. Hanger strip is 
permanently anchored and caulked to the building; each stru! 
acts as a miniature rainspout. The new awnings are fire 
proof, impervious to salt spray, acid fumes, coal dust and the 
most severe climatic conditions. They give ample rain at 
sun protection with plenty of ventilation and no trapping @ 
static heat against the windows. Perma Steel Awnings @ 
safely remain on the building the year around, or if desired, 
may be easily folded away for storage. They will be available 

in size increments of 6 in., length and width. 
Manufacturer: Perma-Steel Corp., 2025 Fenkell Ave., Detroit, 
Mich. 





DOOR LOCK functions as door chain and safety bolt. 
This all-steel precision Automatic Safe-T-Lock provides oo 
stant household protection. (Continued on page 11) 
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\ There'll be a change of address for 
1H CH (|W: nl } \ H } \ | TIME subscription #13-50-ZDDH- 
1046-004 when Dr. and Mrs. R. G. Frey 
of Red Bluff, California, move into this 
et Uf the Ne / “4 new ranch house. 
vol 


Ranch style or Georgian, Colonial or modern —the kind of well- 
designed, well-built homes you want your materials used in are 
y owned by the kind of people who read TIME. 

The million and a half families who read TIME from 

coast to coast belong in the nation’s over $6500 income 





= bracket: they have the salaries and savings people who 

pat are building or remodeling these days must have if they 

the want the best. 

and But “there’s always an extra reason for advertising in TIME,” and one 
gd such extra reason is this: what TIME-reading families buy, millions of 
other familie admire, ask about, resolve to buy for themselves. Show- 


room homes like these become sales-rooms for your products - 
when you sell the TIME market first. 
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AMERICA’S 
CRACK TRAINS! 


Gete! Kahn Nostasi 

Frank J. Kahn Nastasi 
New York 

etists and Designers 


The Pennsylvania Railroad insists on the best in travel com- 
fort and attractive surroundings for its passengers. So when 
Raymond Loewy Associates, consultant stylists to the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad, suggested floral prints for the lounge 
cars of the postwar “Trail Blazer” and “Jeffersonian,” 
naturally Seaporcel* was selected. 


Of course, there are many uses for which Seaporcel is ideal. 
It is equally effective architecturally for dramatic sweep on 
building facades, store fronts, interiors of public buildings, 
restaurants, banks, schools, hospitals and hotels. 


A multi-colored porcelain enamel mural, measuring 
72 feet by 28 feet can be seen in the Union Termi- 
nal, Cleveland, Obio. There, is an example of vast 
size..of picturesque ornamentation ..art supreme 
--with no requirement ever of retouching or re- 
painting. It’s as permanent as the walls and pilasters. 


Seaporecel is beautiful, yet inexpensive to maintain. Sparkling 
ceramic fused to steel at 1550° F., Seaporcel can be fabricated 
to any shape, form, section—finished in any shade, from pur- 
est white and pastels to deepest black. Best of all, Seaporcel is 
fireproof, corrosion-resistant and will withstand moderate 
mishandling. It always remains clean and lustrous. Specify 
Seaporcel on your next plans. 


Write today for catalogue showing 
applications and current jobs 


SEAPORCEL PORCELAIN METALS, INC. 
Formerly Porcelain Metals, Inc. 
28-02 Borden Avenue, Long Island City |, N. Y. 





“Registered U.S. Pat. Off. Photo Courtesy of Pennsylvania R.R. 
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Incorporating a patented automatic safety latch which 
snaps into place when the 
door is opened, it functions 
as an old style door chain 
to prevent the entrance of 
persons not desired inside. 
The safety latch, when set 
in this extended position, also allows the door to be opened 
for ventilation with complete security. An all-steel bolt with 
spring tension button control keeps door securely closed 
when desired. Safe-T-Lock automatically engages whenever 
the door is closed, can be released by a flick of the finger from 
inside the room. Both safety latch and bolt may be opened 
from the outside with a key. 

Manufacturer: Automatic Safe-T-Lock Co., 4600 So. Kedzie 
Ave., Chicago, II. 





MEASURING INSTRUMENT aids in taking off quantities. 

The Minerva Curvimeter is a new, high-precision measuring 
instrument for taking quantities off plans, scaling curved or 
irregularly shaped areas, estimating, etc. It is simple to oper- 
ate and gives immediate readings, functioning on the same 
principle as a speedometer. Three scales are shown on the 
dial: ¥@ in., %4 in, and 1% in. A large and small hand register 
footage, with one turn of the long hand being equivalent to 
100 ft. In operation, the small hand moves forward one divi- 
sion for each turn of the long hand, thus registers the number 
of turns of the long hand. Totals of various distances can 
be registered without the necessity of taking intermediary 
readings and, if a certain distance has been erroneously 
measured, the mistake can be rectified by reversing the same 
distance. A slight pressure onthe (Continued on page 174) 





OHNSON 
Ou BURNERS 


are your best bet 
when nag lookin ep 


heat. 


There’s a Johnson Burner for every heating job... 
whether it’s for a 5-room house, a 50-story skyscraper 
or a 500-room hotel. For 44 years, “Johnson” has been 
one of the great names in the Oil Burner Industry. 


... Yohnaon, Gil Burners... 


$. T. JOHNSON CO. 
940 Arlington Ave., Oakland 8, Calif. 
401 No. Broad St., Philadelphia 8, Pa. 


























HONEYWELL CLOCK THERMOSTATS 








Check these ten outstanding 
DESIGN FEATURES 
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Simplicity of overall design. No troubl 
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New bimetal element + @ssures more 
accurate temperature control, yet sturdy and 
dependable. 


Fingertip external adjustment for day-night 
temperature settings. 


Gradual morning pickup insures accurate 
femperature being restored to the daytime 
setting without overshooting. 


Ease of time settings for day and night 
operation. 


External fingertip wheel for setting clock . . . 
hands may be set as easily as a watch. 


Low speed clock motor . . . the ultimate in 
qviet, accurate clock operation. 


Clock motor provides 30 times more power 
than required. 


Easily removable clock assures ready means 
of replacement. 


Separable wall plate for easy mounting. 
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Here's BIG news and it’s opportune. 


Once again Honeywell leads the way—this time with the entirely 
new Chronotherm, the finest electric clock thermostat ever built. 


Coming at this time in the face of a possible fuel shortage, the 
Chronotherm has special, added significance because it saves fuel. 
This feature alone creates an immediate demand. Your clients will 
be quick to appreciate the advantage of extended fuel supplies, 
lower heating costs. 

You'll want to specify this control as a mark of the newest and 
most modern improvements in the homes you're designing. And don’t 
overlook the Chronotherm as part of every home remodeling and 
modernizing project. When you explain how the new Chronotherm 
saves fuel by automatically lowering temperatures during the 
night and providing more accurate control at all times, it’s a matter 
of timely interest to every home owner. And they’ll recognize the 
advantages of increased comfort and convenience. Call the Honeywell 
branch in or near your city or write for complete information at once. 
Minneapolis-Honeywell, Minneapolis 8, Minnesota. In Canada: 
Toronto 12, Ontario. 
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Costs LéSS Latest electronic manufacturing methods 


plus high volume production put Olsonite ahead of the field 
both in low unit cost and in speed of delivery. 


LOOKS BE TT ER Olsonite will not chip or mar and 


resists acid or cigarette burns. Non-corrosive brass hinges 
are covered with Olsonite so that no metal is exposed. 


LAST. S LONGER Solid homogeneous plastic 


' construction has no core to split or warp. There 
are no joints, seams or crevices to give way. 


RITE DEPT. AF 6 FOR INFORMATION 
a weds, CRUUIBLE STEEL COMPANY 


BS&1 BUTLER RVUENUE + DETROIT ! MIitHIGAN 





tHe FIRST USERS 


OF PABCO 


MASTIPAVE 


...are continuing to order more 
and more yardage to solve more 
and more of their floor problems. 
For 23 years, MASTIPAVE has 
led as Americas No.1 long-life 
low-cost floor. 


Also Grip-Tread MASTI PAVE Non-Slip Wet or Dry 


iG 


COMPANIES «+ INC 
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lateral push button returns the hands to zero. Curvimeter’s 
contact wheel is mounted on 2 jewels which, according to the 
manufacturer, assures long wear and accurate service. Price 
of the instrument is about $19.75. 

Manufacturer: M. Ducommun Co., 580 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 


POWER SAW WITH ROTATING TABLE provides conveni- 
ence, increases production. 


In the lightweight, gasoline powered Nordberg-Buday Porta- 
ble Power Saw the table, saw arbor and driving mechanism 
are combined in a single rotating unit. This permits the 
operator to cut any miter without changing the position of 
the lumber, or shutting off Sa es nme 
the power. To obtain the 
desired cutting angle for 
ripping, cross-cutting or ~~ 
mitering, the table is merely 
rotated and locked in place. | 
Lumber remains lengthwise | 
on two standard 10-ft. long, | 
18-in. wide roller work 
tables. The 10-in. or 12-in. 
saw blade is operated by a ie = <i | 
convenient foot treadle. Safety is assured by the counter 

balanced blade that falls away from the operator in any 

emergency, Saw has a cross-cut capacity of 4 x 4 in. or 
3 x 12 in. and can rip 4 in. deep and 40 in. wide. It weighs 

340 lbs., may be used in narrow, confined spaces or agains! 
the wall. Electric motors can be furnished if desired. 


Manufacturer: Nordberg Mfg. Co., 3073 So. Chase Ave., Mil- 
waukee. Wis. 





(Technical Literature, page 178) 











The University of Sydney 


Chair of Town and Country Planning 


The Senate of the University of Sydney invites appli- 
cations for the Chair of Town and Country Planning 
which has recently been established. The tenure of the 
Chair will be for a period of five years, extension of 
tenure may be made under conditions to be determined 
before the expiry of that period. The Professor will be 
required to conduct post-graduate courses leading to a 
Diploma in Town and Country Planning and such other 
special courses in the University as may be established. 
He will also be required to undertake duties of an ad- 
visory character for the Department of Local Govern- 
ment and the Sydney Technical College and to dis- 
charge such teaching duties in addition at the Sydney 
Technical College as may be determined. He will be 
permitted to engage in consultative practice under con- 
ditions approved by the University. The salary will be 
at the rate of £2,000 (Australian) per annum. Applicants 
for the Chair are requested to send one application to 
the Secretary, Universities Bureau of the British Empire, 
8 Park Street, London, W.1, and one copy to the under- 
signed not later than 30th September, 1947, in each case. 


G. DALE, REGISTRAR 
University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia. July, 1947. 

















STEAM BLAST COIL 











PRESSURE 


BONDED 
TESTED 





RIPPLE FIN construction 


means greater blast coil efficiency 


Ripple Fin coils prove their ability to “‘take it’’ right 
from the start through McQuay’s unique method of 
construction. The 3,000 lbs./sq. inch hydrostatic 
pressure that expands tubes permanently into fins 
also provides a rigid test of material strength. 
Hydraulic expansion methods of coil construction, 
pioneered by McQuay, assure positive contact 
between primary and secondary surfaces under all 
operating temperatures. Wide fin collars increase 
area of heat transfer. Spun collar surfaces give 
extra high quality of contact... actually put 





more metal on metal for real heat transfer efficiency. 

Ripple Fin coils feature elliptical copper headers 
to compensate for unequal expansion during the 
warm-up period, copper tubes and aluminum fins for 
fast heat—lighter weight, continuous plate type con- 
struction for a rigid, vibration free core. 

McQuay blast coils are available in practically 
limitless combinations to fit your application. Consult 
the McQuay representative in your area or write, 
McQuay Inc. 1609 Broadway Street Northeast, 
Minneapolis 13, Minnesota. 


eS 


Heating « Air Conditioning » Commercial Refrigeration 
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BOATHOUSES & DOCKS. Private Boat-Houses and Docks. 
Outboard Boating Club of America, 307 N. Michigan Ave., Chi- 


cago, Ill. 14 pp. 8/2 in. x 11 in. Price $.35. 

Featuring 21 plans for private, modern boathouses and docks 
by Chicago architects Leonard Wayman and Ray Stuermer, 
this publication contains sketches, elevations and detailed 
floor plans of each. In addition, it includes a check list and 
bill of necessary materials to aid in selecting and constructing 
a boathouse suitable to local water, bottom and bank condi- 
tions. Sizes and arrangements of boathouses and docks are 
based upon findings of a comprehensive national survey of 
existing waterside facilities and needs by the Outboard Boat- 
ing Club of America. Architects Wayman and Stuermer have 
provided modern architectural treatments for the shelters, and 
a maximum of flexibility in the plans to permit easy altera- 








DECORATIVE FLEXGLASS captures the 


Delicate Beauty of “MIMOSA”. . . in crystal and color 


Here’s something you're always looking 
for .. . really mew decorative material with 
almost endless possibilities. 

This new Decorative line is real 


Flexglass . . . rectangles of genuine glass 
firmly mounted on a flexible fabric back- 
ing. It fits snugly and easily on curved sur- 
faces, around corners, on pillars . . . any- 
where at all. . 

Yes, there’s all that versatility and more. 
Much more. Decorative Flexglass features 
striking designs fired on the underside of 





the glass in brilliant ceramic colors (where 
it can’t ever wear off). 

Use Decorative Flexglass for entire 
walls, striking panel effects, compelling em- 
phasis . . . any way your ingenuity dictates. 

Available now in various color combina- 
tions, are 3 standard patterns . . . “‘Clus- 
ters,” “Vintage,” and “Mimosa” (illus- 
trated)*. And you can order custom pat- 
terns to your own design. 

Interesting? It’s enchanting! Write to- 
day for full information to: 


UNITED STATES PLYWOOD CORPORATION °°": 5,55 West 44th Street, 


* Designed by Muller-Barringer 


ork 18, N.Y 
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tion for wet or dry storage, and for placing the boathouse op 
shore or in the water. 


HEAT PUMPS. by Philip Sporn, E. R. Ambrose and Theodore 
Baumeister. John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 440 Fourth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 188 pp. 5x 8in. Price $3.75. 


This pioneer volume on heat pumps offers a clear technical 
treatment of the heat pump. It discusses the progress made 
in adapting it not only to building heating and cooling service, 
but also to such industrial processes as the evaporation and 
purification of liquids, the drying of solids, and the simulta. 
neous chilling and heating of process fuels. 

The book is organized into successive considerations of 
the thermodynamic principles involved; equipment design, 
specification and selection; maintenance, operating, economic 
and installation problems. The discussion is thoroughly prac. 
tical, designed for those concerned with the development and 
use of this important new tool. The book is not a detailed 
discussion of all the theory, performance and design of the 
multitude of equipment and apparatus which make up an 
efficient heat pump. The authors include only the aspects of 
performance and design of those parts which are essential in 
the assembly of a good installation. 


RADIANT HEATING. Rayduct The Pipe for Radiant Heating. 


Bethiehem Steel Co., Inc., Bethlehem, Pa. 41 pp. 8!/2 in. x 11 in. 
This informative semi-technical manual deals with the princi- 
pal problems encountered in the design of a radiant heating 
system. In addition, it points out how “Rayduct”, Bethlehem’s 
tough ductile pipe, offers advantages in the fabrication of coil 
assemblies. The manual, beginning with a brief discussion of 
Rayduct, goes on to explain what radiant heating is. It then 
analyzes the principal features in the design of a radiant 
heating installation. Detailed information is given for design- 
ing and installing a workable system in a one-story structure 
with concrete slab on the ground, a one-story building with 
wood-joist construction and a two-story wood frame structure 
with basement. Heat-loss tables, charts of pipe sizing and spac- 
ing, typical installation layouts, construction details, ete. 
amplify the text. Following sections are devoted to interesting 
discussions of the basic design of radiant heating and general 
considerations in planning such a system. A few of these 
considerations include: possible methods of installing pipe, 
grading and venting, testing, boiler equipment, controls, 
operation of the system, installation costs, lag, etc. Many 
plans and construction photographs of radiant heating instal- 
lations, information on special radiant heating and applice 
tions, specific data on Rayduct are also contained in this 


booklet. 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL. = individuai Sewage Disposal Systems, 
Recommendations of Joint Committee on Rural Sanitation 
Office of Housing Expediter, National Housing Agency, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 33 pp. 5% in. x 9Y¢ in. 


This guide giving recommendations for the design, location 
and installation of individual sewage systems, is designed to 
help those who are building beyond the immediate reach of 
municipal sewage systems. Contents are divided into two 
parts, are presented under the headings of water carriage and 
nonwater carriage methods. Under the first heading af 
included: the septic tank, subsurface disposal field, seepage 
pit, dry well and cesspool. Under the second heading are: 
the earth pit privy, masonry vault privy, chemical toilet, pail 
or can type privy, and cremating latrine or incinerator priv): 

(Continued on page 182) 
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SAFEK every step of the way with 


WHEELING EXPANDED METAL 


T HE criss-cross, non-slip design of Wheeling Expanded 
Metal is an important safety factor in walks and platforms. 
And the strength of this modern construction metal . . . stronger 
than sheet metal of the same weight . . . makes it perfect for 
hundreds of other around-the-plant uses. 

Wheeling Expanded Metal contributes to plant safety, clean- 
liness and ventilation. Use it for machine guards, tool room 
enclosures, lockers, storage bins, sanitary shelving, drying 


racks, etc. Write us for information on the many weights and 
sizes available. 












There's an added sense of security 


in a safety ladder guard using sturdy 
Wheeling ExM. 


Wheeling ExM forms two sides 
and bottom of this inexpensive as- , 
sembly line conveyor guard. 


~ a" ' 





“= 


— 


WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA 








Atlanta - Boston - Buffalo - Chicago - Cleveland 


+ Columbus - Detroit - Kansas City 
Louisville - Minneapolis - New Orleans 


+ New York - Philadelphia - Pittsburgh - Richmond - St. Louis 




















Shifper snowe 


with //a/ lhow LDoor Two popular low cost items 
combined to fill the demand for a quality glass door shower 
priced within a modest budget. A good glass door shower typifies 
a quality installation to most users and is a much-wanted 
feature by home owners. By installing this 

Skipper-Low Door combination, smart builders can 

add value and desirability to bathrooms far in 

excess of the small added cost over 

a shower with curtain. 





Specifications 


FIAT SKIPPER SHOWER 

SIZE—32 x 32 x 76. 

WALLS — BONDERIZED GALVANIZED 

STEEL. Finished inside and ovt with 

baked-on-synthetic enamel. 

RECEPTOR — Semi - flat Stonetex; slip- 

proof, leak-proof, non-absorbent. Brass 

drain for 2’-waste connection cast in- 

tegral with receptor. 

VALVES — Combination hot and cold 

compression valves with shower head 
and arm. 





Long Island City 1, N.Y. 


FIAT LOW DOOR 


FRAME — One-piece heavy aluminum 
alloy. 


JAMB—Heovy aluminum alloy. 


HINGE — Reversible. Can be installed 
right or left without special drilling. 


CATCH—Bullet type. 

HANDLE—Offset design on both sides. 
FINISH—Satin. 

SIZE—24” x 64” for opening 24” wide. 


In Canada— Fiat showers are made in Canada 
by The Porcelain and Metal Products, Ltd., 
Orillia, Ontario 


Chicago 13, Illinois 
Los Angeles 33, California 
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PREFABRICATED INSULATED PIPE. Specification Data fo, 
Engineers and Architects Ric-WiL Prefabricated Insulated Pipe 
Units. The Ric-WiL Co., 1572 Union Commerce Building, Cleve. 
land, Ohio. 16 pp. 85% in. x 11 in. 


Designed for practical use, this booklet of specifications foy 
underground pipe distribution systems employing prefab. 
ricated insulated pipe conduit is a comprehensive compilatiep 
of data arranged in convenient tabular form. Typical informa. 
tion includes tables of dimensions for one or more conduits 
in one trench, tables of maximum conduit capacities of 
wrought iron and steel pipe sizes, and standard prefabricated 
expansion loop details. Loop dimensions expansion charts 
for both steel and wrought iron pipe are shown in convenient, 
usable form. Construction details of Ric-WiL insulated pipe 
units and available accessories are also given. 


VOLTAGE CONTROL. Superior Voltage Control, Bulletin 547 
The Superior Electric Co., Bristol, Conn. 12 pp. 8! in. x 11 in. 
Bulletin #547 on voltage control features the latest develop. 
ments in Powerstat variable transformers and Stabiline auto. 
matic voltage regulators. It serves as a guide in selecting the 
correct Powerstat variable transformer to obtain continuously 
adjustable voltage from a.c. power lines, a Stabiline voltage 
regulator to maintain a constant output voltage from fluctuat- 
ing lines, and test instruments for variable voltage testing 
All information on the voltage control equipment is presented 
in concise, easily read form, is complete with ratings, per 
formance and engineering data, drawings and photographs 


ELEVATORS, ESCALATORS. Analysis of Reported Accident: 


on Passenger and Freight Elevators and Moving Stairways in 
U. S. A. 1946. Otis Elevator Co., 260 11th Ave., New York. 12 pp. 
8Y2 in. x 11 in. 

This analysis, based on reports of passenger and freight 
elevator and moving stairway accidents in 1946, analyzes the 
accidents according to type of conveyance, degree of serious 
ness, location of injured at time of accident and probable 
cause, Statistical tables and comments adequately present 
the information. . Results indicate that a large percentage of 
the accidents could have been materially reduced had th 
elevators been equipped with proper safety devices. 


METALS. Rigidized Metals. Rigid-Tex Corp., 658 Ohio St. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 12 pp. 8/2 in. x 11 in. 


Rigidized Metal, a product of an exclusive design-strengthen 
ing and texturizing process that is applicable to both ferrous 
and non-ferrous sheet and strip, is described in this bulletin 
The advantages, wide range of applications, mechanical prop 
erties, etc. are fully elaborated upon and illustrated. 


METAL TRIMS. Builder's Guide For All Wallboard Materials. 
The B & T Metals Co., 425 W. Town St., Columbus, Ohio. 18 pp 
87 in. x 11 in. 


This Builder’s Guide on Chromedge Metal Trims illustrates 
and describes a wide selection of decorative, extruded alumi- 
num alloy and stainless steel trims for use with all types 
wallboard materials. Beginning with a brief discussion of the 
advantages of Chromedge Metal Trims, the following page 
are devoted to dimensioned details of various types of trims. 
A few of these include: binders; cap, corner and cove trims; 
divider bars; edgings; fittings; nosing; etc. Special sections 
cover matched sets of trims; sing-well frames; linoleum-insett 
trims: accessories, etc. Installation details showing use of 
Chromedge with wall and floor materials are also included. 
(Continued on page 186) 














ite 


gh 
the 
us 
ible 
sent 


e of 
the 


St. 


then: 
rrout 
letin 
prop 


erials. 
18 pp- 


trates 
t lumi- 
pes of 
of the 
pages 
trims. 
rims; 
ctions 
insert 

se of 


186) 

















When your plans include an, 


ORGAN INSTALLATIO 








Sind ; 
be Wpfuf and “ R 
(a) 





consider the TONE Sm 
FACTOR as majestically 
portrayed by the 


7 An. 


SPECIFY WITH CONFIDENCE THE 
WURLITZER ORGAN IN... 


WUuRLIIZER ORGAN go: 1 ees. 3 


Serves 20 Juwo Manual churches - chapels - mortuafies 








@ For many centuries, profound music has found its highest 
expression in the organ. Yet for reasons involving space and 
cost the widespread installation of organs has been greatly . 

limited. It remained for the Wurlitzer Organ, by wedding concert halls - homes * universiti¢s 
the science of electronics to principles which are the basis of 


pipe-organ tone production, to bring the majesty of traditional A — — 
organ music within the reach of all. au | pans = — =| 

















“Bhe Source of tone in the Wurlitzer Organ is the wind- \ choot + hospitals - inetitutions / 
activated free reed, producing a richly varied wealth of 91 2) _——_——————————————————————— aaanenianin amen an 
electrical impulses. Electronics then select, modify and trans- aa 


) 


late these impulses into perfectly proportioned organ voices, 
without the use of space-consuming blowers, organ chambers, 
relay rooms, huge pipes and the like. Thus, the Wurlitzer 
Organ performs as a pipe organ but, in keeping with modern 
engineering standards, it does so with amazing economies 
in both space and cost. 


THE RUDOLPH WURLITZER CO 
N. Tonawanda N.'Y., Dept. FO9. 


Gentlemen: 


Please send me, without obligation, your 16-page Refer- 
ence Manual..."Important Facts On Organs And Their 


a 
+f 








SEE as na os de can kaos Os 


Installation.” 
Architects are learning that with the Wurlitzer Organ they Nee. 
can interpret these economies in terms of extra facilitieswithin [| ct: ee ee ‘ 
the building and faster acceptance of their plans. Company .........-..-------------------s-senensnecnennesosnnsnesenenenmees amie — 
Organ Division a  e ‘ 
THE RUDOLPH WURLITZER CO. Gy a ee ee Zone State . i 
North Tonawanda, New York, i i ‘“oucoamea clean eoeawe -—--=—— 
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¢ FOR HOME SETTINGS OR 
STORE INTERIORS 


+ A LARGE GROUP OF DESIGNS | 
FOR YOUR SELECTION | 


This newest series of plaques 
carries on the world famous WLS 
tradition for fine wood carvings. 
Exquisite designs are carved of richly grained solid walnut woods, in deep half relief 
and mounted onto a 34" thick, 14 ply light oak plaque, 24” square with edges beveled 
and finished in gold. They blend with and enrich any setting. Ageless, like the works 
of the masters, you will use them with pride as a symbol of quality, in windows, 
departmental displays and home settings. Order now! 











CHOICE OF 6 DESIGNS 

G-909 MOOSE HEAD (Illustrated) 

HEADS G-908 HORSE HEADS 

G-905 FLYING DUCKS. G-906 WOOD DUCKS 
G-907 ARABIAN HORSE HEADS 

Complete with fittings and wire for hanging. Each, Only $57.50 


Savings on purchase of four or more. 


: 





PREE! Giant size catalog illustrating 250 &~ 
designs and props, 100 “ How to Use” ; 
Suggestions, for store window and in- 3) 
terior decoration. Send for your copy 
today. 




















Low-cost Garbage and Rubbish 














Disposal FOR EVERY HOME 
Majestic 


No. 30 FUELLESS 
HOME 
INCINERATOR 












Taps to Flue in 
BASEMENT or 
UTILITY ROOM 


“Self-burning action” and 
low cost win quick ap. 
proval for this easy-to-in- 
stall incinerator—especially 
where . automatic heating 
prevents rubbish - burning 
in the furnace! Burns wet 
or dry garbage and rub- 
bish; down- draft action 
dries the waste constantly. 
Contents need be ignited 
only when unit is filled 
(approx. 3 bu.) ; ashes re- 
moved only a few times 
each year. Unit is only 2 
feet in diameter, less than 
3 feet high! Uses any 8- 
inch flue; will not affect 
heating- plant efficiency if 
tapped to furnace flue. 
Silver-and-blue duotone 
finish! Write for details! 
The Majestic Co. 


833 Erie Street 
HUNTINGTON, INDIANA. 





























fies] r Over 40 Years 
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REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 


Avex M. Barctay, architectural student, 27 Barnes Ave., Dundee, 
Scotland, requests information on store fittings. 


RK. L. Horne, architectural student, 201 16th Ave., Columbus 1, 
Ohio, requests information on materials and equipment applicable 
to modern homes, particularly lighting. 


CLAUDE SENNEVILLE, civil engineer, 3074 Lacombe Ave., Montreal 
26, Quebec, Canada, requests information and literature on log- 
cabin construction. 


REQUESTS FOR LITERATURE 


Daviw A. Castro, 8a. Calle Poniente #6, San Salvador, El Sal- 
vador, Central America. 


Ray C. Crayton, architectural student, 544 Harrison St., Fresno, 
California. 


DirecctOn GENERAL ve Opsras PUpticas, (Architectural Dept.) 
San Salvador, El Salvador, Central America. 


Fucarp, Oxsen, Ursain & Netter, architects, engineers and 
appraisers, 19 South La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. 


Joun H. Larson, architectural student, 5820 Fordham St., Hous- 
ton 5, Tex. 


OrFice OF THE Director, University of Minnesota, The University 
Gallery, Minneapolis 14, Minn. 


Wa ter L. Rosperts anp Associates, architectural and engineering 
construction, 207 Florida Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C. 


C. J. RyLanp, architect, Monterey, Calif. 


Roy M. ScHoensrop, architect & engineer, 8 S. Dearborn St., 
Chicago, Ill. 











How an important new ‘“‘tool’’ 
can be applied to your 
heating, cooling and drying problems 


HEAT PUMPS 


By PHILIP SPORN, Executive Vice-President 

and Chief Engineer, American Gas and Electrie 

Service Corporation; E. R. AMBROSE, Air Con- 

ditioning Engineer, American Gas and Electric 

Service Corporation; and THEODORE BAU- 

MEISTER, Consulting Engineer, American Gas 

and Electric Service Corporation, and Professor 

of Mechanical Engineering, Columbia University. 
Here is a complete, authoritative volume which offers an 
easily understood technical treatment of the development 
of the heat pump, and the progress made in adapting it 
not only to building heating and cooling Sia 
service, but also to such industrial pro- 
cesses as the evaporation and purifica- 
tion of liquids, the drying of solids, and 
the simultaneous chilling and heating of 
process fuels. The book contains prac- 
tical questions and data which those 
concerned with the development and use 
of this important new tool want to 
know now. 


1947 188 Pages $3.75 








FREE EXAMINATION COUPON AF-9-47 
JOHN WILEY & SONS, INC. 
440 Fourth Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 


Please send me, for ten days’ free examination, a copy of 
Sporn-Ambrose-Baumeister's HEAT PUMPS. If | desire to 
keep the book, | will remit $3.75 plus postage; otherwise | 
will return the book postpaid. 


Name .. a 
Address ..... BYNES an ie 
GI veces: Scdeaah ee hone eee 
Employed by .. 





(Offer not valid outside U.S.) 











